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Academic reassigned over war research

PHOTOGETTY IMAGES

BY SAM SOKOL

B A HISTORIAN employed by the Polish
government has said he is to be trans-
ferred away from his post at a state-affil-
iated institute because of his work on
Poland’s wartime relations with Jews.

Adam Pulawski said he was
informed he would be moved to anoth-
er city by the Institute of Mational
Remembrance (INR), a research body
founded 20 yearsago, in what he called
an effort toimpede his work.

It has also decided not to publish
his latest book on the subject, he said.

Acontroversial law passed by Poland's
parliament earlier this year made it an
imprisonable offence to
suggest the Polish ;
nation or state was
complicit in the
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Holocaust. relationship|completely different  ist Rafal Pankowski said there was  tion of an alternative Holocaust nar-

“They want to than mine and completely differ-  “political pressure on historians to  rative and the resultant rise in public
remove me to ent than most researchers.” conform to the right-wing nationalist  antisemitic sentiments, while prime
lanother| branch. He said that the trauma of  view of Polish history,” citing what he  ministerial adviser Andrzej Pawluszek

satin the audience scowling. The advis-
er later tweeted that Mr Pankowski had
“attacked his own country”.

"I was really disappointed by Mr

termed the "government's interfer-
ence in the exposition of the Museum
of World War Il in Gdansk."

He said he was himself targeted

They want that |
will not speak
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seeing his life's work disrupted
had left him ill. The INR did not
response to an emailed request
for comment.

Pulawski told the JC. Dr Pulawski'scasecomesatatime  after he addressed the Global Forum  Pawluszek's series of hostile and
“They have a view of confusion and tensionover how  for Combating Anti-Semitism in Jeru-  vicious tweets, which provoked threats
about [the Poland’s new law should  salem last month. and abuse,” Mr Pankowski said.

“It is not the role of a public official
to dictate what can or cannot be said

Mr Pankowski said he had spoken
about the Polish government's promo-

be interpreted.
Polish activ-

Polish-
Jewish

bya Polish citizen during a conference
abroad anditisnot the role of a public
official to engage in online attacks on
critics of antisemitism,”

Laurence Weinbaum, co-author of a
book in Polish on the revolt in the War-
saw Ghetto, said the “shameful treat-
ment to which Adam Pulawski hasbeen
subjected is, unfortunately, symptomat-
icof the all-outassaulton Polish scholars
who refuse to tow the party line.

“Historians are being targeted for
producing and publishing research
that pokes holes in the [government’s|
sacrosanctofficial narrative,” Dr Wein-
baum added.

Late last month, Deputy Prime Min-
ister Piotr Glinski publicly attacked the
head of Polin, a Warsaw museum of Pol-
ish-Jewish history, for what he termed
“very deep political involvement”.

The museum was “supposed to cre-
ate positive values, and not arouse con-
Hicts,” Mr Glinski said, adding he had
begun a “conversation with the enti-
ties that co-host this museum”,

Auschwitz Museum director Piotr
Cywinski has also been publicly har-
assed, while Polish-Canadian Holo-
caust researcher Jan Grabowski said
he received death threats after being
accused by the Polish League Against
Defamation, a nationalist group, of fal-
sifying the history of Poland.



