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Executive Summary

In spite of the insistence of the key political figures in the country that the problems
of racism and Islamophobia do not exist in Poland, the frequent reporting on verbal
and physical attacks on non-indigenous residents of Poland prove the contrary. To
a great extent the ‘refugee crisis’ continues to occupy the political debate in 2017
and Islam, Muslims and refugees are unscrupulously used as a bogeyman in the run
for elections. This will very possibly result in Poland being sued by the European
Commission in the European Court of Justice. Furthermore, the current changes
to the Polish justice system and prosecutors’ decisions to discentinue the investi-
gations into a number of hate crimes against Muslims in Poland, does not give an
optimistic prognosis for the equal access to justice in the country in the future. The
state-funded media outlets seem to carefully select the guests invited to comment on
issues related to Islam and its followers, which results in the strengthening of the ste-
reotypical portrayal of a Muslim as ‘violent’, ‘terrorist’, ‘Jihadist’, “sexist’, ‘rapist’, ‘un-
civilised', ‘double-faced’, and, in general ‘a threat’ to European and Christian values.
While the concerns expressed by Muslims are sometimes heard by the state officials,
ne significant actions to address such anxieties are being made. Independently of
the state institutions, however, civil society actors, including some Christian groups,
increasingly react to acts of aggression and discriminations against Muslims in the
form of systematic as well as spontaneous, ad-hoc initiatives. The number of hate
crime artacks on Muslims is on the rise. Muslims were che largest targeted group
representing 20% of all cases. Based on the Ministry of Interior statistics, in 2017'
there were 664 hate crime proceedings where Muslims had been targeted, and 193
{29%) of those resulted in an indictment.

1. The cited sumbers cover the period January 2017- October 2017 & ar the time of wrting the report, the full
numbers had not yet been released.
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Streszczenie

Pomimo zapewnien ze strony rzadu, e problem rasizmu i islamofobii w Polsce nie
istnieje, coraz czestsze doniesienia o stownych i fizycznych atakach na osoby wyréi-
niajace si¢ wygladem swiadcza o powadze tego problemu. *Kryzys uchodiczy” w
dalszym ciggu zajmuje istotne miejsce w debacie politycznej w 2017 roku, a politycy
bez skrupuléw posluguja sie islamem, muzulmanami oraz uchodfcami jako ‘strasza-
kami’ w walce o elektorar. Jest prawdopodobne, 2e konflike migdzy Polsks a Unig
Europejska o nieprzyjecie uchodicéw znajdzie swéj final w Europejskim Trybunale
Sprawiedliwoéci. Obecne zmiany w polskim systemie wymiaru sprawiedliwosci, a
takie decyzje prokuratur o umorzeniu éledztwa w obliczu duiej czgsci doniesieri o
preestepstwa z nienawisci wobec muzutlmanéw w Polsce, nie daja optymistycznych
prognoz na przyszloéd. Reportaic oraz wypowiedzi godei zapraszanych przez stacje
telewizji publicznej do komentowania zagadniefi zwigzanych z islamem oraz jego
wyznawcami, umacniaja stereotypowy wizerunck muzulmanina jake ‘terrorysty’,
‘diihadzisty’, ‘gwalciciela’, czlowicka ‘agresywnego’ i ‘niecywilizowanego’, “dwulico-
wego”, oraz “zagrozenia” dla wartoéci europejskich i chrzescijafiskich. Cho¢ obawy
wyraiane przez spoleczno$é muzulmanska docierajg do urzednikéw panstwowych,
do tej pory zadne skuteczne dzialania w celu poprawy sytuacji nie zostaly podj¢-
te. Niezaleinie natomiast od instyrucji patistwowych, spoleczenstwo obywarelskie,
w tym nickrére organizacje chrzeicijariskie coraz czgdciej reaguja na akry agresii i
dyskryminacji wobec muzutmanéw w formie dziatan starutowych organizacji oraz
projekeéw, a takie aktéw solidarnoéci, np. udzialu w manifestacjach. Niniejszy raport
ma na celu zwrécenie uwagi na niekedre wydarzenia roku 2017, kedre w posredni i
bezpodredni sposdh wplynely obecng sytuacie spolecznadel muzulmanskich w Polsce.
Liczba przestgpstw z nienawiéci przeciwko muzulmanom roénie. Muzulmanie byli
najwigksza z grup, keére doswiadczyly takich przestepstw (20% ogdlu przestgpstw
z nienawiéci). Wedtug Ministerstwa Spraw Wewngtrznych i Administracji, w 2017?
liczba zgloszonych przestgpstw przeciw muzulmanom wyniosta 664, a 193 spraw
zakoriczylo sig formalnym dochodzeniem.

2. Podane dane dotyezg akresu H}'c:tﬁ-pnﬁd.titrnik 2017, poniewat w momencie pisania raportu p-.—fnr dane za rok
2007 nic r.r.ul.:ly jesecre r.|-|.:|.||:l|ik-|.1w;u|.c.
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Introduction

Since the 2016 report on Islamophobia in Poland, the situation has become even
more aggravated. Hate crime is on the rise,’ and the resentment against Muslims
and refugees unifies people who normally occupy opposite ends of the political
spectrum.’ The European Commission has announced its intention to sue Poland
at the European Court of Justice for refusing to take in asylum seekers.’ The gov-
ernment formed by Law and Justice politicians has become more entrenched in
their actions in regard to the refugee quotas, and their refusal to address racism in
their own ranks, the media, and society at large. While racism and Islamophobia
exist across Europe, Poland is an example of a country where they are not only
permitted, but currently actively fuelled by the government and state institutions,
as well as the excreme fringes within the Catholic Church, an important play-
er on the Polish socio-political scene. The ecumenical teachings of John Paul II
and Pope Francis (who encouraged Catholics, in a 2017 document, to “welcome,
protect, promote, and integrate immigrants, refugees, and human wrafficking vic-
tims™),® have not affected Polish Catholics’ perceptions of Islam.” In other words,
Islamophobia has entered the Polish mainstream and become a tool of pelitical
warfare.® With over 50% support,” it is likely that the ruling party will remain in
power for another term. This means that the situation in Poland regarding Islam-
ophobia and hate crime is likely to deteriorate furcher. Indeed, this report is a re-
statement of problems noted last year'® with the proviso that they have escalared.

3. S-upd.:.. Mlelsandm, “Mawer sto amkdw na nl:»:-nkmjmmﬁw deiernie — tak w Polsee lowimie ksenofo-
bia®, Foliopka (June 2%, 2007) retrieved Jamuary 11, 2018 from hepssifwsow politckaplfoppodnikpolindal
spaleczensowaof 1 710550,1 .nawu-sm-:ukuw-na—ulm:rlr.n'puwmw-dlimnie—-nk—w—palsft-kwi.mic-lm‘nuﬁ:nbh.rnd.

4, Gumowska, Aleksandra, “Raport o uchodicach: Anl}rmuxlim rabd sig modny”, Newsweek, no, 2872015,
retrieved  January 11, 2018, from  hopdfawwnewsweel. pl/ plus/polska/islamefobia-w-polsce-strach-praed-
uchodacami, artykuly, 370387, Lz.html

5. BBC, "EU to Sue Paland, Hungary and Caechs for Refusing Refugee Quoras”, BBC NEWS (December 7, 2017),
retricved January 11, 2018 from htep: e bbe.comfnewsworld- europe-42270239.

6. The Vatican Migrants and Refugees Section, “Respending to Refugees and Migranis: Twenty Action Poines™,
retricved on January 11, 2018 from hueps: ! refugessmigrant.un.omgfsites/defaule/ Rles'stockiaking_holy_see pdf

7. Makoweski, Jaroslaw, “Jak o modliwe, 3¢ w Polsce mamy slamofobic bez muzulmandw?™, Mewswesk (January
26, 217}, remrieved January 11, 2018 from hopalfwww. newsweek. pliopiniefjak-to-mozlive ze-w-polsce-mamy-
i:.|un'|uﬁ.1|!li1:-1.'u:‘.\r.h|||u5'.u|rn=|mw,ar!fhu|}'.4ﬂ4|?2,1.]|Il|||.

8. Matzke, M.‘IEEEIII!I!. * Die Zeit” o Polsce: Islamofobia stata sig mainstreamem”, DWeon (November 12, 2017},
retrieved January 11, 2018 from http-!fwwadw.com/plidie-zeit-o-polsce-islamafishia-sta%C 5% 8 a5 96O 4 %09
i nstreamemda-4 1 346351,

g, Mewsweek, “Mad] rekord. Juri co ;qugi Palak chee g'mmn.zﬁ na PiS =, Newsweek (December 13, 200 7), retrieved
January 11, 2008 from htl]::ﬂw“w.nmk.pjfpnhlﬁ.fp-ulityktl"ﬁﬂ-pmc-puplwimd-lz-pbu-wkl:nﬂnwy-mndu-
fakru- artykulby 420405, Lhiml.

1. ].’#lﬂ:a:i.'l.ln.'izlr1 Kaonrad, h&'mfllm&m i Pafand: Matiarnal Rl'ﬁﬂﬂ 2016, in: Enes H:jrrjkli & Farid Hafez, .f:-l.rm'lﬂra'n
filarmophobia fepore 2006, lstanbul, SETA, 2007, retrleved January 11, 2018 from hepud fwwseislamophoblacurope,
mlni\vpﬂmll:nlfuphaaﬂaflﬂl?fﬂ_"f l’ﬂl.l'll.Nl:l.lnil-.
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Discussion of Islamophobic Incidents and
Discursive Events

Politics

The relationship of the Polish state and the Muslim community under the Law and
Justice Party (PiS) government continues to be fraught. The nationwide anti-refu-
gee attitudes, fuelled by the continued refusal of the Polish government to accept
refugees from Muslim countries and a backlash by the state-controlled media are
decidedly on the rise.!! These attitudes translate into a fast-growing number of hate
ctime incidents, including physical and verbal abuse as well as vandalism. In eacly
summer 2017, the leaders of Polish Muslim organisations including the Muslim As-
sociation of Poland, the Muslim League of Poland, and the Muslim Students’ Society
in Poland wrote an open letter to the speaker of the Polish Parliament as well as to
the Parliamentary Commission for National and Echnic Minorities requesting sup-
port. There was no immediate response to it. In the letter, the Muslim community
warned that misrepresenting Islam in the state media, and the continued anti-ref-
ugee campaign is very likely to lead to a rise in physical attacks on Muslims.'? The
government’s refusal to address this issue is not surprising as xenophobic rhetoric is
part of its political programme. The House of Parliament itself was also a site of both
organised and spontaneous Islamophobic incidents: in June, a conference abour Is-
lam was organised in the parliament by a ruling party’s MP, Tadeusz Dziuba, during
which not a single Muslim spoke about the religion - instead, a motley of conserva-
tive activists and academics discussed Islam as an intrinsically fundamentalist idecl-
ogy that presents a danger to Poland. It is impossible to discuss all incidents in detail
here due to space limitations; however, they often share a common denominator:
they are largely ignared by the ruling party who say that hate crime incidents are rare
and do not constitute a serious problem in Poland." However, even cursory research
into the situation of Muslims and foreigners in general in Poland belies that claim.
In November, again the parliament was a site of an Islamophobic excess whereby an
unidentified man wore a T-shirt that read ‘Racist. Xenophobe, Patriot. Poland with-

11 Gumowska, Aleksandra, “Rapore o uchodicach: Antymuslim robd sig modny”, Mewsweek, no. 28/2015,
retrleved  Januwary 11, 2018, from hop-lfwww newsweek plf plus/polikalislamofobla-w-polsce-strach-przed-
uchodzcami,arykuly, 370587, 1, 2. heml.

12, Chotodowski, Macicj, "Polscy muzutmanic ceujy sig zagrozeni. Apelujy do polskicge Scjmu”, Wikorczapf (Sep-
tember 17, 200 7), vewrieved January 11, 2018 from hup:/ibialyswok.wyboreza, plYbialystok/7,35241,22384133, pols
sy-muzulmanic-czuja-sic-zagrozeni-apeluja-do-polskicgo. himl,

13, Fejfer, Kamil, % 2016 byly o trey praesiepstwa z nienawidc mniej nid w 20157, 1 trzy razy wigee] nid w 2014",
K pres (January &, 2007), rerieved [anuary 11, 2008 from hoepsi/foko press/ 201 6-byly-o-preestepsowa-nien-
awisci-niz- 201 5-razy-wiecej-niz-2014/; Agerholm, Harrier, “Poland Insists Far-right Marchers Calling for ‘Islamic
Holocaust' Just Sideshow o *Great Celebrations of Poles’™, (November 14, 2017), retrieved January 11, 2018 from
hetp:fwww.independent.co.ukf newsfworld/curope/poland-far-right-demonstrations-great-celebration-warsaw-
neo-nazis-white-supremacists-a8053516. himl,
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out [slam’. Having walked around the building for some time unhampered, he was
able to get away without any consequences despite this act being punishable by law.'
The occasional protests of the opposition who admit that racism in Poland presents
a significant challenge are ineffective. The ruling party dismisses such protests as
left-wing ideology aimed at undermining the government. As a result, Muslims and
other minorities have become a bargaining chip in Polish politics.

Justice System

The reform of the Polish judiciary system which has recently resulted in unprece-
dented disciplinary measures by the European Union" means that one of the foun-
dations of a democratic state — the separation of powers — is seriously compromised.
The judiciary and prosecutors are now controlled by the executive power, that is, the
government ministers. This may (and some, like the Centre for Monitoring Racism
and Xenophobia, argue it already has'?) present Muslims living in Poland with a new
challenge. As the prﬂ&ﬁcumr’s office has become politicised, hate crimes, normally
prosecuted ex officio (automatically), are ignored."” Similarly, there are signals that
the police refuse to take action on hate crime reports.’

Employment

Antidiscrimination employment laws in Poland are largely dictated by EU laws. In
March 2017, the European Court of Justice ruled thar employers would be able to
prohibit the wearing of religious symbeols by their employees. This was despite the
content of Article 9 (about freedom of thought, conscience and religion) of the
European Convention on Human Rights. Although the new ruling refers to all reli-
gions, the fact that the new ruling was instigated by the appeals against member state
courts’ rulings regarding complaints by two Muslim women to the European Court
of Justice suggests that Muslims may be its intended target. This will not improve the
inequalities in the Polish workplace where visible Muslim symbols may trigger Islam-
ophobic discrimination. Anecdotal evidence suggests that for Polish Muslim female
converts, even university graduates, client-facing roles are often out of bounds; the
most frequently employment undertaken by these Muslim women in the private sec-

14, Garetapl, “Lalodyl w Sejmic rasisowsky koseulks. Poligey PO chey kary: To sprawa dla prokuratry”, (e,
Al (Mevember 16, 2017} retrieved January 11, 2018 from hiepi!fwiadomosci gazeva.pliwiadomosci/7. 11 4884.2 265
ﬁjﬂj,r_ﬂnﬁ}ﬂa wesejmies rui:tm;lc.:almuu]hap:ﬂ't!}wa pn-n;]!:za ll;ar].'.htm l.

15. BBC, “Poland Judiciary Reforms: EU Takes Disciplinary Measures™ (December 20, 2017), rerrieved January 11,
2018 from hop:d fwww.bbe.cominews' world-curope-424201 504,

16, Oirodek Monivorowania Zachowart Resistowskich i Kanluful.liuny::h. [post frenim J'.llluarr G, 2018, retrieved
January 11, 2018 from hrps:fiwanw facebook.comlosrodek. monitorowaniaf,

17. Sikonka, Zofia, “Bilewicz: PO? PIS? Niewaine. Tyle nienawiici nie bylo w Palsce od dawna™, Krpopka Pofitpezna,
o (May 4, 2007), retrieved January 11, 2018 from heep!Mkererykapolisyezna. plfkrajibilewicz-mowa-nienawdscif.

18, Sulowski, chlu:r, "[}phl:z muzutmanka zawiadamia ni:miﬁh.‘ Frl‘il;i;. 7 Warszawy | Berlina l!h,rn:;

gty solidarnosel” Wiboresapd (July 1, 2007). rerdeved January 11, 2018 frem hepdflublinwyborcza.pl/
lublin/7, 48724,2 203788 Lopluta-musulman ka-sawiadamia-niemiccka-policje-e-warseawy-L.heml.
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tor is work at call centres.'” It appears that a group who are definitely at risk is food
outlet workers, for example kebab shop employees, as demonstrated by the attacks
listed in the Chronology section.

Education

In September 2017, qualitative research commissioned by the Commissioner of Hu-
man Rights on the attitudes among Polish secondary schoel students was published.
The findings reveal strong anti-refugee, Islamophobic and homophobic prejudice
among the majority of the 396 respondents.” More specifically, the youth tend 0
view Muslims as potential terrorists and do not wish to welcome Muslim refugees.
This atticude was prevalent among students regardless of age, location, or type of
school. Simultaneously, the Ministry of Education has decreed that from September
2017, anti-discrimination programmes in Polish schools will be shut down despite
the glaring need for such initiatives as shown by the CHR research. Instead, educa-
tional initiatives promoting patriotism and a national and cultural Polish identity
have been introduced.? This inward trend is amplified by the lack of objectively
taught religious education classes in Polish schools as, for example, is typical in the
UK state schools (insread, the students usually have a choice of Carholic instruction
or ethics classes).” Therefore, one can only expect the xenophobic attitudes among
Polish students documented by the CHR to intensify.

Media

The TV channels that remain at the forefront of the production of Islamophobia in Po-
land are the state-sponsored TVT (Polish Television) and Telewizja Republika - bur they
are not limited to them. Essendialist descriptions of Islam and Muslims are broadcast
on the news, in documentary and investigational series, current affairs programmes,
etc. On June 5, on the TVP Info’s programme News a two-minute report entitled ‘Eu-
rope in Ramadan’ aired, which presented the Islamic holy month as a time of increased
terrorist attacks in Europe. In the programme, Wojciech Szewko (PhD) quotes former
spokesperson of 1S (Islamic Seate) as a representative of Islam, saying that Ramadan isa

19. Kaleta. Ewa, “Odezepeic sg od majej chustki’. Polki w hidiabie™ wp pf (December 5. 2015) retrieved Janvary
11, 2018 from |1l.[pc|:fﬂu|'|Ji|:L:|.wp.|:|.|rl:ld::.':cln;imi:-ml-|||uj:j-|.']!|ual.l|.i:-|n.1“:i-w-]!iﬂ.‘ul‘nit-ﬁ-gﬂlﬂn|5‘540.155'“5;1.

20, Gajos-Kaniewska, Dorota, “RPO: mbodziei nie chee uchodiciw — wyniki badania wérdd ucenidw szkol
srednich” .I'Enrnulw.s_'&mﬁfd [!‘irpl!l:nil:-:r G, 20171 setrieved Jil.lh.l.lr:r‘ 11, 2018 from ]lllp:”'nww.rp.]:ui-ﬂuknqu.-i-
wychowanie/ 30906392 2- RPO-mlodziez-nie-chee-uchodzcove-—wyniki-badania-wsrod-uezniow-szkol -srednich.homl.
21, Mewsweek, “Patrotyzm - tak, tolerancja - nie. Prawicowa ideclogia o wreenia wohodei do polskich sekal”
Nenuvroeek Uul}' 7,200 7), merricved January 11, 2018 froim ||I:lp:lrf\mmnml.wn]hp]fpu|:h|l'|.pu|nu:ulwulrlmnizc-
rajeciami-antydyskryminacyjnymi-w-szholach-edukacja-narodowa-wedlug-pis,aryhuly4 12809, 1. heml.

22, Walerski, Jan, “Wszysthe, czege nie wiemy o lekcjach religii: Kto |z co whadciwie placi?”, Polipke (February, 1,
2006}, retrieved January 11, 2008 fram heps:Pasre palicvka. pliorgod nikpolicyka'keaj 1649200, 1 wszystho-crego-
nie-wiemy-o-lekcjach-religii-kvo-i-za-co-wlasciwie-placi.read.

23, For example: TV Infe, “Magazyn Sledery Anity Gargas”, [September &, 2017), retrdeved December 30, 2017,
from hipssfvodovp plivideo/ magazyn-sledesy-anity-gargas, 060920 17,3362 52040,
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month of blessings in which
all artacks will be counted a
thousand times cver, there-
fore ‘smart’ Muslims wait
to attack during Ramadan.*
The author of the video
goes so far in the manipu-
lation of facts as to include
a fragment of a skit from

Figure 1:"We hold two books in our hands:first is the Bibleabout love, 2013 by Yacine Hasnaoui, a
second is the Karan about hatred and termor™ French comedian oFMgcri-

an descent, in which he smashes borttles of alecohol in a shop.” The author of the report
comments on the scene as if it was real and describes it as “a radical protest of an Islam
follower as registered in one of the shops in France."**

TVP's After Eight (Mingla 20), a daily, current affairs broadcast, frequently hosts
guests known for their Islamophobic opinions. On June 6, 2017, the studio guests
were Miriam Shaded, Colonel Piotr Wroriski, and historian Jerzy Targalski (PhD).
The host began with the question “Whar is happening now in Europe? Migratory
crisis? War on terror? Or maybe war on Islam?” Miriam Shaded immediately re-
sponded, “With Islam”.?® Shaded would later add “Muslim kids are taught to hate
us, to despise European and Western societies™.? During the programme the Qur'an
was called a “book of hatred and intolerance” (Fig. 1) as well as the “work of Satan™.*
On other occasions the guest was Wojciech Cejrowski, who gave ideas on how to
fight Islamic terrorists, that is “to kill them with bullets soaked in swine blood” and
then “to desecrate their corpses with it";*' and Dariusz Oko, a priest and professor,
who claimed that Prophet Muhammad pracriced “a little holocaust, anywhere Islam

entered, there was a violence and rape™ (Fig. 2).

24, TV Info, Wiadomedsr, (June 5, 20017), retrieved December 30, 2017, from hopfoowweevp. info 32525749/

najcickawsze-materialy/ curopa-weczasic-ramadanuf.

25. Link w the Yadine Hasnaoui YouTube video retdeved December 30, 2007, from hupsdfwwwyoutube comf
warchiv=lsxUqi2 FOKs,

26, TV Infa, Wisdsmedcr, (June 5, 20170, retrieved December 30, 2017, from hitps/fooww.tvp. infol 32525749/

||=.i::i1:lmwa‘1c-l|r.|1.1:ti.‘l|}'.l’ru IlJP:.-‘W-I.‘I.‘I.‘aiL“—HI‘I‘I:EIJIILUI.

27. Screenshat from the TV Info programme Mingle 20, retrieved December 30, 2017, from heips:/fvod.ovp.pl/
video/minela-dwudziesta, 06062017, 30794782,

28. TV Info, “Mingla 207, (June 6, 2007), recrieved December 30, 2017, from hups:ffvod.ovp. plivideod minela-
dwudziesea 06062017 307H4TEE.

29, Ibid.
30, Ihid.

31 TV Info, *Mingla 207, {Ocober 5. 2007), retrieved on December 30, 20017, from hopsifwwwovp,
infod 34 28003 | fowloki-treeha-bezczescic-mwinska-krwia-streslac-maceana-wenigj-kula.

32 TVP Info, “Mingla 207, (December 26, 2017), retrieved December 30, 2017, from hups:/fved.ovp.plividen/
mincli-dwudziesta, 26122017, 350999652,
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In the mood of ‘dis-
covering the truth’ about
Islam a conversation took
place berween Tomasz Ter-
likowski, the host of the
Clash of Civilizations pro-
gramme aired on Telewizja
Republika, and his guest,
Sandra Salomon, a Pales-
tinian and former Muslim,

who explained that she left

ks, prof. D. Oko: Mahomet potrafil jednege dnia zrobid maly
Holocaust; wszedzie, gdzie wchodzit islam, byla przemec i
gwalt

Islam once she realised that
il is “a “'nlcnt s},s::m"-ﬂ it prod. de Fab. Dariuss Ok by godolem programu Minels 20
The open letter, sent
in June 2017 by recognised
Polish Muslim associations to the speaker of the Polish Parliament, in which they
complained over the misrepresenting and essentialist reporting on Islam and Muslims
in Polish state media, was received also by TVP and the National Broadcasting Coun-
cil (KRRiT). While in July, TVP responded that such allegations are unfounded, and
that TVP does not hold responsibility for the opinions of the guests invited to the
studio, in November, the KRRIT responded to the letter’s authors with a reference to
TVP’s position on the issue and confirmed the allegations. Thereafter, no action has

been taken to address TVP's coverage of Muslims.

Physical and Verbal Attacks

Despite the unlawful reluctance of prosecutors and the police to pursue hate crime,
according to statistics released by the National Prosecutor’s Office, in the first half of
2017, 947 hate crime proceedings were conducted,®® compared to 863 such proceed-
ings in the first half of 2016. Muslims were the largest targeted group: they constituted
20% of the cases. Based on the Ministry of [nterior statistics, in 2017, there were 664
hate crime proceedings where Muslims had been targeted, and 193 (29%) of those
resulted in an indictment. There is an agreement among third-sector activists char these
numbers are steadily escalating. Meanwhile, the Minister of Justice Mariusz Blaszczak
claims that Poland has no problem with hate crime, despite the fact that in 2015 there

Figure 2:"Priest professor D, Oke: Muhammad practices a little Holocaust,
anywhere [slam entered, there was a violence and rape™

33, Telewizja Republika, “Starcie cywilizacji™, (August 28, 2017), retrieved December 30, 2017, from hetp:/fielewie-
jarepublika. plfsandra-salomon-to-co-deiefe-sie-w-ruropie-nie-jest- migracja-tyl ko-inwazja-to-cemse-wicks rego-pla-
riw, 531 36, heml,

34, TV Infe programme Minpla 20, retrieved Diecember 30, from https:/fwwswe tvp.info/3536281 1/ks-prof.d-oke.
mahomet-potrafil-jednego-dnia-zrobie-maly-holocaust-wizedsie-gdrie-wehodzil-iddam-byla. preemoed-goeale.

35, Kodminski, Pawel, “Coraz wigce] preestgpstw 2 nienawidcl, Prokuratura Krajowa apublikowata dane”, Wybar-
coapl (Janwary 5. 2018) retrieved January 11, 2018, from Aepeffwyborcza pl/7,75398,2 286147 5 coraz-wiecej-
precitepstwe-z-nienawisel-prokuratura-krajowa-opublikowala himl.
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were three times as many incidents as in 2014.* According to Muslim organisations
met by the Commissioner of Human Right in 2016, the scale of the attacks is much
larger than the statistics — those should be multiplied by five to gauge the real scale of
Islamophobia in Poland, as the victims often do not report artacks.?

It appears that the indigenous Polish Muslim population (Tatars) may have less
experience of [slamophobia than more recent arrivals who are likely to stand out in
terms of looks and dress in Polish urban areas.® Some selected arracks are listed in
the Chronology section; most never make it to the mainstream media, but the fol-
lowing is an illustrative example. A Muslim student from Germany visiting Poland
as part of a school trip to the concentration camp in Majdanek (near Lublin) was
spat at by an aggressive male. Throughout the visit, female members of the group,
especially those who wore a hijab, were constantly harassed and verbally abused by
passers-by in Lublin. Strikingly, the police displayed an odious degree of passiviry - a
police patrol to whom the group reported the attack ignored the report, and another
patrol they approached only reacted with laughter. Eventually the student reported
this hate crime to the German police upon her return to Germany.”

Szok! Islamizacja byta zaplanowana juz 17 lat | Internet
temu! Wyciekly SKANDALICZNE dokumenty The c}.b.cmlnm is a Fertile

— ground for the hate speech. Ac-

cording to the stacistics of the
] ]= National Prosecutor’s Office for
the first half of 2017, 39.5% of
all hate crimes in Poland (in-
eluding erimes against different

national, ethnic, religious, and

sexual minorities) were com-

Figure 3:“Shack! The [slamisation has been planned for 17 years!
Scandalous documents of UM leak!™?

36, Fejfer, Kamil, =W 2016 byby o uzy preesepsrea 2 nienawidcl mndej nig w 2015", | ey razy wigoej nit w 20147,
OKQ press, (January 6, 2017}, retrieved January 11, 2018, from https:!foko pressf 201 6-byly-o-precstepstwa-nien-
awisel-niz-201 3-razy-wiece]-nke-2014/.

37. Rzecznik Praw Obywarelskich, *O symuacji Polskich muzutmandwi 1 muzulmandw w Rreczypespolie na spar-
kaniu Adama Bondara w Biurze RPO”, Eiporpegerpl, (June 21, 2006), retrieved January 11, 2018, from hips:!/

weww: rpo.gos. plfplfcontentfo-sytuadji-palskich-murulmanow-i-muzulmanow- we-reeceypospaolitej-na-spotkanio-
adama-bodnara.

38 WP Wiadomoici “Muzmlmanie w Polsce. Wycie tutaj jest dithadem™, W Wiedemaodici, (March 13, 2015),
retricved on January 11, 2018, from hope:ffwiadomesciwp.plfimu sl manie-w-polsce-sycie- tutaj- jee-deihadem-
G077 28982172289,

39, Lamkowski, Greegorz, “Tylko w W Opluta muzuwtmanka cawiadamia niemiscks policig. Jest secdciu fwiadkdw™
WP Wiadmmades, (June 30, 2017), retcleved on January 11, 2018, from hepeliwladomasel wp plinlko-w-wp-oplu-
ra-muzulmanka-zawisdamia-niemiecka-policje-fesr-szesciu-swiadhow-6 1 39 LOE9IT 7 3475 3a.

40. Sereershor from wRealu24pl, rerdeved December 30, from htepeliwnalu2d plisok-klamizaci-byla-za-
IJIHIHJ'N;II'I.I-il.Iif.—]?—I.‘Il.-l.l:l'l‘lll-’w:.'l.'H.I}'-ﬁhﬂdﬂ]i‘:ﬂﬂc-{ln‘{lllllrlll}ﬂ—ﬂllﬂ
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mitted in cyberspace.! Although this figure is lower if compared with the first
half of 2016 (49%),*? according to Hejtstop*® (Hate Stop) the numbers of crimes
continuously grow, while the reporting of those to the police has dropped. Hejt-
stop suggests that one of the main reasons for the dropping figures is the Polish
government’s lack of financial support® for the organizations that used to report
hate crimes on behalf of the victims. These organizations, therefore, cannot work
as efficiently as they were able to in the past.®

The role of the language
and pictures that circulate
in cyberspace can hardly be
overestimated in the increase
and strengthening of the Is-
lamophobic attitudes among
Polish Internet users. The
websites known for fake news,
such as wRealu24 pi, wpolityce.
ph wsieci.pl, fronda.pl chnnews.  Figure 4:*Daughter and wife raped in front of his eyes. A Christian
‘oL, nulic.3l, polikaligrobranyorg. ™™ could not handle this™
p4 and YouTube channels such as Religia Pokoju (Religion of Peace)*” or Marcin
Rola,® artract viewers with shouting headlines like “The Real Face of Islam”, “The
Hidden Truth Exposed”, “The Real Threar of Shari"ah”, etc., as well as pictures of
the beheading of Christians, the beating and raping of girls by viclent Muslim men,
migrants flooding European streets, etc. (Figs. 3-5)

Zgwalcili cérke i Zone na jego -
oczach. Chrzescijanin nie wytrzymat

4 1. Prokuratura Krajowa, “Witiyg s sprowordania dow Spraw o precigpatwa popdnione @ pobuddk rasistoseskich,
anrysemickich lub ksenofobiicznych prowadzonych w I pélrocau 2017 roku w jednostkach organizacyjmych proku-
ratury”, (December 20, 2017). retrieved January 7, 2018, from hiepef/phgov. plf sprawoedani a-i-statyseykifwyciag-ne-
sprvoadania-dot-spraw-o-praestepstwa-popelnione-z- pobudek-rastsrows kich-antysemickich-lub-ksenofobicanych-
prewadsonych-wei: polrociu-2017 -roku-w-jed nostkach-onganizacgnych - prokuraturg hem €8 MM Unt-aHITL

42, Prokurarura Krajowa, “Wicigg ze sprawozdania dotyczgecgo spraw o pracsugpsrwa popelnione z pobudek rasis-
towskich, antypsemickich lub kienofobicenych prowadzonych w | pélroczu 2016 £, (October 14, 2016), retrieved
Janary 7, 2018, from hopa phogovplfsprawosdania-i-saysyekifwyclag-ee-sprawordania-dorycmcego-sprow-o-
preestepsrwa-z-nienawisci-i-20 1 G.hom 2. WIKBE29-nHIU, retrieved fanuary 7, 2018,

43, More information available at hetps/hejtstop.pld.

44, The financial support ended after April 2016, when the agreements for Morway Grants managed by the Stefan
Batory Foundation expired.

45, Hejustop, post from December 7, 2017, retrieved on January 7, 2018, from hoeps:/fwww facebook.com/izobac-
enicnawisc! poses! IGE01 83208705540,

40, Screenshot from Frondipl, retrieved December 30, from hepelfwoascfronda, plfafegwaleili-corke-i-sone-na-
jego-oczach-chreescijan in-nie-wyrrzymal-1,90562, herl

47, Channel opened on May 24, 2017, Up to January 8, 2018, the channel has posted 256 videos and was viewed
5,511,390 times. Retrleved January 8, 2018, from heepsiveowroutube.comdchamnel /U CTsrp Tee VeDu Was YO N-
SXOgfabour,

48, On January 8, 2018, the channel had gathered over 80,200 subseribers. Retrdeved on January 8, 2018, from
]1t:p&:l’f\mm}uulubc.mm.hh:nncUU(:jl"vWMi.:l".nl‘:lill’.ﬂ[Jﬂ'ﬂﬂ FeY A,
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When compared to the 2016
EIR Report and the data on the
followers of anti-Muslim Polish
Facebook pages,* the figures for
the beginning of 2018 show an
increase in the number of Face-
bock users joining these groups.
The ‘No to the Islamisation of
Europe’ (linked to Ndie.pl web-
site) group gathers 348,571°! fol-
lowers (320,000 on December
Eﬁ;‘::j;:'E?_:'hi:::ﬁ,fifem RN B i 30, 2016); “Stop the Islamisation

of Europe’ gathers 64,482 follow-
ers” (60,000 on December 30, 2016); while the Polish anti-racist group *Yes for
refugees — No to racism and xenophobia’ gathers only 10,673 followers (8,000 in
February 2017). While the number of followers of the later increased by 2,673 mem-
bers, the anti-Muslim groups increased (in the above order) by 28,571 members and
4,482 members during 2017.

Zgroza! Szwecja akceptuje pedofilie, a
wszystko przez szarija

ECmCE

5

Central Figures in the Islamophobia Network

The landscape of central figures in the Islamophobia network in Poland have not
changed significantly since the 2016 EIR report. The ultra-nationalist movements
continue to use refugees and Islam among the major elements of their mobilisa-
tion. The Polish National Movement (Ruch Narodowy), the National Radical Camp
(Obéz Narodowo Radykalny), and the All-Polish Youth (Mlodziez WszechPolska)
all took part in the November 11 Independence Day march in Warsaw,** where slo-
gans “We don’t want Islam, we don't want Muslim terrorists” were shouted.™ (Fig. 6)
Sixty thousand people were reported to have attended this year’s march.?

49, “Sereenshot from Telewizja Republika, retrleved December 30, from hoepa!/relewdzjarepublika. plizgroza-szwee-
iu.-ulc.tl:].‘lluil:\-pcrl:lmic-:l-wﬂ}r:!ku-prm.-w.arij-a,‘i 5435 heml

50, Pedziwiarr, Konrad, Jdemaphobia in Poland: National Repore 2016, in: Encs Bayrakh & Farid Hafez, Fwrapean
f;ﬁwmﬂmﬁ.ﬁ Repart 2016, Istanbul, SETA. 2017, retrieved January 8, 2018 from htrp:ﬂu-wiﬂ:mup}mbilcumpc,
comlwp-cantent/uploads 201 7/03/POLAND. pdf.

51, Ndic Facebook page, retrieved January 7, 2018, from hops:fwww.facebook.com/ndiepl,

52 H‘ml'l |s11mir.i|:'|'i Eump}' Facebaok PAgE, retrieved _].;nu.lr:( 7. 2018, from Ht!ps:”ml-:::hmk.mmfﬂmi'r-i.-.'|:m-
bzacji-Europy- 191777667 634248/,

43, Organised by the Independence March Association, https:f/marsniepedleglosci.plf.

54TV IN24, “Mlodsick, Iil.i.lﬂ'* i pewziiimie. |'l5u::|.}' 'A':.'.':n.'"lpu]u]iﬁw |.||.|1.ulil:q im ma sucha”, TVIV2S {Ntl’\'l:llll.‘lll:r 13,
2017) retrieved January 8, 2018, from hupasd o ven24.pliwiadomeosel -2- kraju, 3/ separacja- rasowa-nic-plerwsry-
incydent-w-mlodziezy-werech polskiej, 7898 1 2 himl.

55. It is noted, that the march was artended also by non-Polish members of forelgn ultra-nationalise groups from Hun-

EATY. Sweden, Slovakia, |l=|.}'; and others. Retricved :-Fjun uary &, 20138, from ||Llpa:|r.llﬂ'\m.wpm:l..p]|"liﬁj.|r]ﬂmﬂ|2.Il
sagranicenc-modia-krvtyeenic-o-marseu-nicpodleglosei-to-se-odbnewa -sic-w-akurat-w-warsawic-to-paradoks heml,
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TVP and Television Repub-
lic constitute perhaps the most
extensive catalogue of media fig-
ures in the Islamophobia nerwork
in Poland. Guests invited to speak
about Islam, Muslims and refu-
gees are individuals known for
their anti-Muslim rhetoric. To
name a few: Miriam Shaded, the
president of Estera Foundation, figure & Musiim refugees depicted as a Trojan horse - Banner at the
who mccntl}r stated that all Mus- Polish Independence march on November 11, 2017 in Warsaw. ™
lims should be registered in special governmental databases;* Tomasz Terlikowski,*
editor and among the hosts of the programme Clash of Civilizations on Television
Republic, and the author of the book Caliphate Europe;” Marcin Rola,® chief editor
of wRealu24.pk Witold Gadowski,® an investigative journalist; priest Prof. Dariusz
Oko,® lecturer at Pontifical University of John Paul Il in Krakow.

The Europe of the Future Association (exroislam. pl) remains the most import-
ant actor of legitimising Islamophobia by juxtaposing Islam with notions of en-

lightenment, human rights and democracy. The analyses published on euroislam.
pl are given a ‘scholarly’ face by the academic credentials of active members of the
network, who are invited to public talks, or to comment on current affairs in main-
stream media outlets,

Civil Society and Political Initiatives to Counter Islamophobia
In 2017, Polish Commissioner of Human Rights, or the Ombudsman, Adam

Bodnar continued to raise concerns about the exacerbared situation of Muslims

56, Sourcehorpsdfwaew nvpuintol 34 P93656/ idermy-ruchu-narodvancgo-rasizm-jest- nam-oboy-a-sprosciw-wobec- imi-
graci-jest-nam-bliski

57 Palsamews.pl, *"Wezysthich muzulmandw nalety rejestrewad’. Miriam Shaded w "Skandalistach™ Podusmrews, pl,
(December 2, 2017}, retrieved January 7, 2018, from http:fl’w'w.puls:mcws.p"wildummfzﬂI?*IZ-ﬂIFmirhm-
sl\aﬂrc'awaskandalis'radvvrathar-nnvs-n-lfll]ﬂl'.

58, Television Republic Channel on YouTube, retrieved January 8, 2018, from hiips:fwww.youtube.com/
w.afcli?\l:ll.l_l],sll:Flrlﬂ.

3%, In his book published in 2006, “Terlikowski vwarns abour the Llamisatien of Europe. The book is sold in the
biggest bookstore chain in Poland, Empik.

60, Television Republic Channel on YouTube, retrieved Janwary 8, 2018, from heoops:fwwwyroumube.coms
watchiv=0YTCOuf7Xp8.

61, Television Republic Channel en YouTube, https:itwww youtube comiwatch?v=uAivHIMInTQ 8 e= 4063, re-
trieved January 8, 2018,

62, In late November, Oko gave a talk titled “Tslamy a5 2 Threat to Poland, Fumlsng and l’:hn":tianil,‘}" at @ Mornan per-
ish. Retdeved January 7, 2018, from hetp=/ poznan.wyborczapl/pozaan/7.36001,22697553 kstadz-oko-z-1s lamofo-
bicenym-wykladem-we-poenanskicj-parafil.himl.
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in Poland.®* On February 28, he met with representatives of Muslims of multiple
ethnic and national backgrounds as well as members of various political parties
from the left to the far-right.* The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the det-
rimental effects of treating the refugees and Muslims as a bargaining chip to win
the electorate.®® This potentially productive meeting, however, did not appear to
offer any significant improvements, and in June, the established Polish Muslim
organizations sent the previously mentioned letter to the Polish state representa-
tives. The Commission for National and Ethnic Minaorities invited Muslim orga-
nizations’ delegates to discuss their concerns during the committee’s meeting on
December 7. While no concrere decisions were made, the committee requested
from the Muslim delegation to provide them the data on the hate crimes concern-
ing the Muslim community in Poland.

Civil society has shown more efforts to push back against anti-Muslim and an-
ti-refugee narratives than state-level institutions, The NGOs Never Again® (Nigdy
Wigcej), Hate Stop™ (Hejestop), and the Centre for Monitoring Racist and Xeno-
phobic Behaviours® (Oérodek Monitorowania Zachowart Rasistowski i Ksenofo-
bicznych), rogether with the campaign “Zero Tolerance™ (Zero Tolerancji) by the
political party Party Together (Partia Razem), continue their systemartic engagement
in monitoring online and offline hate crime.

Regarding systematic initiatives, civil society also actively responded to the
ongoing [slamophobic events in Poland. In June, almost 300 citizens of the city
of Poznan came together in a “Silent Demonstration’ to protest the hate campaign
against Poznan’s imam Youssef Chadid. Imam Chadid received death threats after
a fake video of him was published online, in which he supposedly called for hatred

63, Thar meeting was preceded with another on February 1, when the Ombudsman hosted a discussion on the
report on have speech and the negative portrayal of Muslims in the Polish press. Retrieved January 7, 2018 from
hrtps:{fwww.rpo. pov.plf plicontentsniadanic-prasowe-na-temar-jezyka-prasowego- opisujacego-spolecznosc-muzul -
mansha-w-palsce,

Gd. Reecznik Praw Obywatelskich, "Mowa nienawiic: spethanie polinddw | przedstawicieli frodowiska
muzulmaniskicgo w Biurse RIPO" Eip.rpe, gow pl (February 28, 2017), retrieved January 7, 20017 from

hetps:fiwew. rpo.gov.pl/plfcontent/ mowa-nienawi %05 % 3 Bei-spotkanie- polityk % C 3808 3w-i-preedstawicieli-
I 3% Brodowiska-muzu % CH%E 2 ma%el 5% 84skingo-w- biurze-rpo.

5. ﬂ.ﬁpnm:ling ta Muslims' fear and anxiety abwut the current anti-Muslim actitudes, Janusz Korwin Mikke, &
member of the European Pasliament, responded by saying, “Te win the clection, | have to incite hatred towards
refugees’. Rzecenik Praw Obywarekkich, “Mowa nienawiici: spotkanie polinykéw i preedstawicieli frodowiska
muzulmatiskicgo w Biurze RO biporpe. g pl, (February 28, 2007), retrieved Januwary 7, 2017, from:
heips:fiwww.rpo.gov. pl/ plfcontent/ mowa-nienawi %O 5% 9 Boi-spotkanic-poli k% C 3% B dw-i-preedstawicicli-
%Cﬁ%ﬂﬁrﬂdﬂwﬂa-mum%CS%-ﬂin1u%ﬂ5%ﬂli:l:lrgn-wh|urmqm

66, More information at hoipeffwww.nigdywicesj orgfbrunama-ksicga, retrieved January 7, 2018,

67. More information at ||El|.'|:|".l'|||:il:.lu|.‘t.p:||f, retricved l:thu;n'].- 7, 20018

(8, hups:fiwww facebook.comfosmdek. moniterewanial, retrieved January 7, 2018,

69, Maore information at hopeffeero-tolerancji. plJ retrieved January 7, 2018,
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against Christians.” Similarly, in response to the attack on the Muslim Cultural
Centre in Warsaw,” the organisation United against Racism (Zjednoczeni Przeciw
Rasizmowi) organized a demonstration in support of Muslims and against rac-
ism in Poland in front of the Central Metro Station in Warsaw.™ Some Christian
circles also actively join the counter-Islamophobia initiatives. Branches of the Ty-
godnik Powszechny Club in Warsaw™ and Poznan,™ together with the Carholic
Incelligence Club invited representacives of the Muslim League of Poland ro ralk
about Islam, Muslims and refugees at their menthly gatherings; they also organised
workshops on how te counter the propaganda in the media.”™

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations

The Polish government and the state institutions are reluctant to acknowledge
and challenge Islamophobia, instead trying to cast Islamophobic acts as hooli-
ganism, ignoring the rise of Islamophobic crime and often fuelling it. Anci-dis-
crimination policies have not been strengthened and those in existence contin-
ue to be ignored. Anti-discrimination education programme requirements have
been removed from Polish schools. Taking as an example the Independence Day
march, which became a platform for Islamophobic messages and hate speech and
was also plagued by hate crime in the form of physical and verbal atcacks against
those who protested it, the response to these punishable acts by the police was at
best sluggish, and at worst, non-existent, as there were reports of the police pro-
tecting the perpetrators, rather than the targered groups. Hate crime dara con-
tinues to be collected by the Ministry of the Interior and Administration (Minis-
terstwo Spraw Wewnetrznych i Administracji), as well as the Mational Prosecutor
(Prokurator Krajowy), and analysed by the Main Sratistics Office (Gtéwny Urzad
Starystyczny). As Islamophobic hate crime is not a distinct category, it is diffi-
cult to track ics rise through official stacistics; instead, the records of chird-sector
organisations supply such dara which is unfortunately necessarily fragmentary.
However, it appears that both the prosecutors and the police often refuse to

70, Codziennypoanan.pl, “Cichy protest w obronic pornariskicgo imama”™ Codeiemmypozman.pd, (July 6, 2017), retrieved Jan-
uary 7, 2018, from |'|llp:ﬂuw.ml:.i:nﬂﬂﬂm:n.[ﬂfxﬂkuum|','"aﬂ?afﬁ.fci.:hy-pmfnhw-nhmnip[mmmk‘i:gmim:m.
71, Sulowski, Kagper, “Atak na Odrodek Kultury Muzulmariskicj, Policia seuka sprawedw” Wibarcza,pl, (November
27, 2017, retrieved January 7, 2018, from hlrp:f.l'mrmwa.wyh:n;ra.pll'wzl:r.:wzf?,ﬁ'i-i 20227024 15,atak-na-
n:.rq-cl:k-ltullurr-mwculmlnskbci-rluli:-:ii— ﬂuh-:mem'.htm].

72, Ljednoczeni Preeciw Rasizmowi, Facebook page, note published on Movember 29, 2017, rerrieved January
7, 2018, from hitps/fweb. facebook, comf permalink, php?story_fhid =5 179560952 36397&id= 1 6269829409551 4,

73, Klub TP Warszawa, Facebook page, note published on Seprember 18, 2017, rerrieved January 7. 2018, from
hrrps:fiweb. facebook.com Klub TP Warszawal posts/ 8617 24640652253,

74. Klub TP Poznan, Facebook page, note published on Nevember 13, 2017, retrieved January 7, 2018, from
herpsifiweb.facebook comTPpoznan/poses! 101 560466 16523900,

75, Klub TP Warszawa, Facebook page, note published on October 16, 2017, retrieved January 7, 2008, from
heepssfiweb. facchook comfKlub TP Warssawa posta/ 87 5403409284376
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record and act on reports of hate crimes. In chis situacion it is understandable
that victims of such crime may be reluctant to contact these institutions. Instead,
third-sector organisations such as Never Again (Nigdy Wigcej) receive such re-
ports in astounding numbers. Right-wing academics and commentators with
an anti-Islamic bias are much more likely to be consulted and invited to state
initiatives and state-controlled media programmes. Muslims are generally absent
from these endeavours and, so, further silenced. Objective voices on the marter
are relegated to the ever-shrinking neutral media.

The policy recommendations made by the last report™ have unfortunately been
ignored. In the face of this, we feel the necessity to restate them here.

* In order to challenge Islamophobia and other forms of xenophobia in Poland, at
least minimally, the recognition at the highest level of the state that such issues
exist is first and foremost necessary.

* It is also necessary to significantly strengthen widely understood anti-discrimina-
tion policies in the whole country. The resolved governmental Council for Fight
Against Racism and Xenophobia should be reinstated or a new body should be
created to address the issues of racism and xenophobia at the highest level and to
overlook the policies undertaken to tackle these phenomena.

* There cannot be any tolerance of hate sp::::h and all forms of hate crimes should
be punished with outmost severity.

* A new mechanism of collecting data on hate crimes should be put in place and
the employees of relevant state institutions (in particular the police) should be
trained in how to register cases of such crimes.

* State institutions in consultation with a wide range of stakeholders {in particular
from academia and the non-gavernmental sector) should identify some of the key
issues of xenophobia and racism in the country and in cooperation with these
stakeholders fight to build a more tolerant and inclusive society.

In addition, we suggest an additional recommendation related to the media:

* Media organisations that advocate hate crime, including Islimophobic crime,
and engage in hate speech ought to have their public funding cur, if they receive
any. This recommendation should be legislated as soon as possible.

?ﬁ.l’;ﬂ:.rjwizlr, Kaonrad, .ﬁ'.fmmjpul'mﬁa in Polarnd: MNational .ﬁ'ﬂ]harr 206G, in: Enes H:‘l,rr.:kll 8 Farid Halfer, .ﬁrmpm’n
filarmophobia Repors 2006, litanbul, SETA, 2017, retrieved January B, 2018 from hepe!fwwseislamophoblicurope,
com/wp-contentfuploads/ 200 7 /03 POLAN Dupdf, p. 438,
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Chrunolugy

03.01.2017: A group of men attacked and severely injured a Pakistani Muslim
man in Qzorkéw. The perpetrators were all imprisoned although they were only
sentenced to less than 2 years.”

* 08.04.2017: Three men attacked and severely injured three Pakistani Muslim
men who worked in a restaurant in Swidwin.”™

¢ 17.04.2017: Four men attacked the Bangladeshi owner and staff of a kebab
restaurant in £E6dz. They verbally and physically abused the staft. The police pa-
trol demonstrated indifference to the incident.”™

* 28.04.2017: The Prosecutor Office discontinued the inquiry into a public incite-
ment to racial and religious hatred by Justyna Helcyk, a member of the far-right
organisation Narional Radical Camp.®®

* 16.06.2017: The Regional Prosecutor’s Office discontinued the investigation
into the case of disturbing the Friday prayer rites at the Islamic Culture Centre
in Karowice on December 30, 2016 by the ONR (Narional Racial Camp) rally,
under the slogan Silesians against Islamic terrorism’,

¢+ 19.06.2017: A pseudo-scientific conference about Islam took place in the Polish
Lower House of Parliament (Sejm). Not a single speaker was Muslim, and those
who spoke displayed a significant anti-Musim bias, depicting Islam as barbaric.
The conference was organised by a Law and Justice (Prawo i Sprawiedliwaic) MP
Tadeusz Dziuba and Natasza Dembiriska-Utbaniak, the chairperson of the Con-
servative Women's Congress (Kongres Kobiet Konserwatywnych).

¢ 20.06.2017: A Law and Justice MP, Jan Mosiniski, published an Islamophobic
slur about an opposition party politician on his Facebook page.

* 20.06.2017: An open letter from the representatives of the Muslim communi-
ty is sent to the speaker of the Polish Parliament. It asks for a response to the
increased amount of hate speech in the Polish public space that may lead to
physical artacks.

¢ 21.06.2017: A Muslim student from Germany visiting Poland as part of a school
trip to the concentration camp in Majdanck {near Lublin) was spat at by an ag-
gressive male. A police patrol to whom the group reported the attack ignored the
report, and another patrol’s only reacrion was laughrer.

¢ 01.09.2017: The commencement of the new academic year saw the erasure of
anti-discrimination objectives in the education programme in Polish schools, It

77. Brown Hook - hate crime :nlilnil.l.'lri.llEI carficd out |.1-]. the Mever .'\En.ill Associatbon [:u:ln:[l::l incidents from 2017,
fortheaming),

78, Thid.
79, Ibid.
B0, Thid.
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was replaced by the objective nf‘s]mping patriotic and civic attitudes, and nation-
al and cultural identity’.

* 08.09.2017: A Muslim woman was physically and verbally attacked by a man in
Warsaw. He pushed and kicked her violently. She was helped by a passer-by and
the perpetrator was detained by the police.

* 07.10.2017: The event ‘Rosary at the borders’ was organised on the day of the
anniversary of the Bacde of Lepanto (in which the fleet of the Holy League de-
feated the fleet of the Ottoman Empire in 1571). Approximately one million
Poles flocked to the country’s borders, apparently to pray for ‘world peace’ and
the help of Virgin Mary in facing modern-day dangers. One of the organisers
listed the ‘Islamisation of Europe’ as one of the current challenges.

* 18.10.2017: A Muslim couple were verbally attacked by a man in a tram in
Poznan. The attack was triggered by the fact that the couple were visibly Muslim
and spoke German.

* 11.11.2017: Far-right groups that took part in the Independence Day march in
Warsaw carried banners with fascist, anti-Semitic and Islamophobic slogans. The
event was reported on widely in international media.

* 27.11.2017: The premises of the Muslim Culeural Centre in Warsaw were van-
dalised. The act was recorded on CCTV, and three weeks later the perpetrator
was detained by the police who found leaflets propagating hate speech in his flat.

* 19.12.2017: In a cabiner reshuffle Beata Kempa, known for her anti-refugee
attitude, was nominated as the Minister for Humanitarian Assistance and Refu-
gees. [n February, she has said, “Everyone who knows Islam well, realises thart if
we bring here sick [Muslim] children for their treatment, because they spent time
with the non-believers, they will not be aceepted back into their families,™"

81. Onet Wiadomadcl, “Beata Kempa: uchodicom trzcha pomagad madree”, Owerpl (February 27, 2017), retdeved
Jamuary 11, 2018 from hiepsfwisdomosel.on ot pl/krajibeata-kempa-uchodscom-trecha-pomagac-madreefereed 3q.
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