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• By ANNA AHRONHEIM

Two rockets were fired toward 
central Israel on Thursday evening, 
with at least two loud explosions 
heard over the Gush Dan region, 
the IDF confirmed.

While the Iron Dome missile 
defense system was activated, there 
were no interceptions as both rock-
ets fell in open territory, according 
to the IDF. 

It was the first time sirens were 
activated in Tel Aviv since the war 
with Gaza in 2014 and several 
Israelis were treated for shock.

Following the rockets, Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu held security 
consultations at the Kirya military 

headquarters in Tel Aviv to discuss 
a response.

Local reports in Gaza said Hamas 
had begun evacuating military 
posts in anticipation of retaliatory 
strikes.

While there were no special 
instructions given by the Home 
Front Command to residents, the 
Tel Aviv-Jaffa Municipality opened 
bomb shelters across the city.

According to initial reports, Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad fired two Ira-

nian-made Fajr rockets. PIJ is the 
second-strongest terrorist group in 
the coastal enclave after Hamas.

IDF Spokesperson Brig.-Gen. 
Ronen Manelis said the military 
still does not know who fired the 
rocket, and PIJ later denied the 
reports, saying it did not play a role 
in the launching of the rockets.

According to media reports, an 
Egyptian security delegation –  
which had been in Gaza negoti-
ating a ceasefire between Hamas 
and Israel – left the Strip at Israel’s 
request following the rocket fire.

PIJ has been assessed by Military 
Intelligence as a factor increasing 
the risk of an escalation since it is 

Israeli-Arab justice to Ben-Ari: Who decides which Israeli Arabs are loyal?
• By YONAH JEREMY BOB

The High Court of Justice 
heard multiple petitions on 
Thursday relating to the eli-
gibility of the Balad-United 

Arab List joint party and of 
candidates from the far-right 
Otzma Yehudit Party for the 
April 9 election.

The Central Elections Com-
mittee disqualified Balad-UAL 
last week, but gave a green 
light to Otzma.

In contrast, Attorney-Gen-
eral Avichai Mandelblit had 
suggested disqualifying 
Michael Ben-Ari of Otzma for 
extreme racism but gave his 
green light to Balad-UAL.

Mandelblit said Balad-UAL’s 
statements and activities were 
highly troubling, but did not 
reach a critical mass for dis-
qualification.

In contrast, he said Ben-Ari’s 
main purpose and message 
in running was itself racism 

against Arabs, which meant 
he should be disqualified.

Ben-Ari was given an 

unusual opportunity to per-
sonally explain himself to the 
court on Thursday, though 

typically non-lawyers do not 
get to speak.

While his lawyers have said 
he is not a racist and com-
ments he has made against 
Arabs are directed against vio-
lent Arabs or terrorists, Ben-
Ari himself focused on the 
emotions of the moments 
during which he spoke.

He noted that many of the 
statements against Arabs 
being presented as warrant-
ing his disqualification were 
made in the presence of fam-
ily members of Jews whose 
loved ones had been recently 
murdered by Arabs.

Mandelblit said Ben-Ari’s 
comments were against all 
Arabs and that he has also 
taken actions against Arabs, 

which is significant evidence 
for disqualification.

Likewise, multiple justices 
told Ben-Ari his statements 
seemed to assume that 99% of 
Israel’s Arab citizens are dis-
loyal.

Ben-Ari’s lawyer, Yitzhak 
Baum, did not directly explain 
how his words could be inter-
preted differently, but he said 
there was no real way to know 
how many Arabs were loyal 
since those who were loyal 
were intimidated into silence.

Israeli Arab Justice George 
Kara asked Ben-Ari and Baum: 
“Who decides about loyalty? 
Does Ben-Ari decide?”

He also asked what Ben-
Ari’s criteria were for deciding 
whether he thought Arabs 

with Israeli citizenship were 
loyal to the state or whether 
he would brand them as trai-
tors, as he has in some public 
statements.

Baum responded that Ben-
Ari would address this ques-
tion to the voters and that it is 
an issue being debated in the 
political sphere.

Justice Uzi Vogelman 
implied to Ben-Ari that state-
ments he had made indicating 
that Arabs should be prevent-
ed from living in Afula were 
“removing the mask” of any 
chance of hiding his racist 
intentions.

During the hearing, National 
Union leader Bezalel Smotrich 
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Shin Bet reveals to Gantz:  
Iran hacked your phone

• By GIL HOFFMAN

Iranian intelligence has 
hacked into the phone of 
Blue and White leader Benny 
Gantz, according to the Shin 
Bet (Israel Security Agency), 
and has taken all its contents 
– including sensitive informa-
tion, Channel 12 reported on 
Thursday night.

The Shin Bet reportedly 
told Gantz he must assume 
any information that was 
on his phone was taken by 
those most hostile to Israel. 
No classified information was 
believed to be on the phone.

Gantz served as IDF chief 
of staff from February 2011 to 
February 2015. 

Shin Bet chief Nadav Arga-

man has warned about for-
eign interference in the elec-
tion.

Blue and White said the tim-
ing of the leak of the report 

so close to the election was 
suspicious.

“We do not comment on 
issues that touch on core 
aspects of Israel’s security,” 
the party said. “It should be 
emphasized that this event 
took place four years after 
Benny Gantz completed his 
service as chief of staff and 
therefore raises important 
questions as to the specific 
timing of publication of this 
news item.”

Blue and White has been 
falling in the polls over the 
past week and a half, losing 
ground to the Likud.

A poll taken for Channel 12 
by pollsters Mina Tzemach 

See HACKED, Page 10

EXCLUSIVE TO ‘POST’: 

Polish president: Israel started  
the crisis, Israel needs to end it
‘I will never accept Poles being insulted, facts being distorted’

• By YAAKOV KATZ 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent

WARSAW – A month after a 
crisis erupted between Israel 
and Poland over Polish his-
tory of the Holocaust, Polish 
President Andrzej Duda out-
lined a path on Thursday for 
how it can be resolved, saying 
the first move must be made 
by Israel.

“The side that started the 
crisis should also finish it,” 
Duda told The Jerusalem Post 
in an exclusive interview at 
the Presidential Palace. Asked 
if that would be Israel, he said: 
“Yes. I expect friendship and 
respect. On both sides.”

The diplomatic breakdown 
began during Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s visit to 
Warsaw last month to partici-
pate in a Middle East summit 
hosted by the United States. 
After a briefing with reporters, 
Netanyahu was quoted as say-
ing – including by this paper 
– that “The Poles cooperated 
with the Nazis” to kill Jews 
during the Holocaust. 

Warsaw interpreted this to 
mean Netanyahu was refer-
ring to Poland as a nation.

“I hope that we will be able 
to solve this through diplo-
matic channels and goodwill 
between the two sides,” said 

Duda on Thursday. “Of course, 
the election campaign is there 
[in Israel] and the temperature 
of the campaign is not condu-
cive to solving the crisis now, 
but we have to remember that 
there are some things that are 
more important.”

Last month, the Prime Min-
ister’s Office clarified that 
Netanyahu never said “The 
Poles” but just “Poles,” mean-
ing that he was referring to 
some, but not all.

Nevertheless, Duda and Pol-
ish Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki were not satisfied 
at the time, and announced 
that Morawiecki would not fly 
to Israel to attend a gathering 
of the Visegrad, a group of 
four Eastern European coun-
tries – Poland, Hungary, Slo-
vakia and the Czech Republic 
– that was to have taken place 
the following week.

The situation escalated 
when two days later, newly 
appointed Foreign Minister 
Israel Katz went on TV and 
paraphrased former prime 
minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
saying: “The Poles suck-
le antisemitism from their 
mothers’ milk... No one will 
tell us how to remember the 
fallen.”

POLISH PRESIDENT Andrzej Duda is interviewed yesterday in 
his office in Warsaw by Yaakov Katz, editor-in-chief of ‘The 
Jerusalem Post.’ (Courtesy)

Polish Jewish leaders 
call for dialogue

• By JEREMY SHARON

In the wake of the diplomatic crisis between Israel and 
Poland centered around the Holocaust and antisemitism, 
Polish Jewish leaders are urging for greater dialogue and 
understanding between Jews and Poles.

The head of Poland’s communal Jewish umbrella orga-
nization, Monika Krawczyk, has called to increase the 

BENNY GANTZ
(Flash90)

A-G analyzing potential link 
between PM and ‘Subs Affair’

• By YONAH JEREMY BOB

The Attorney-General’s Office confirmed 
on Thursday that it has opened an initial 
review of a possible new connection between 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Case 3000, also known as the “Submarines 
Affair.”

The case involves allegations that top gov-
ernment and defense officials abused their 
power to skim off large sums of money from 

transactions between Israel and the German 
company Thyssenkrupp for the purchase of 
nuclear submarines.

In November, the police concluded their 
years-long investigation of the case, recom-
mending bribery indictments against several 
of the prime minister’s close associates, but 
without ever having treated Netanyahu him-
self as a suspect.

See SUBS, Page 10
See CRISIS, Page 10

See POLISH, Page 10

See LOYAL, Page 10

OTZMA YEHUDIT members Itamar Ben-Gvir (left) and Michael 
Ben-Ari address the media yesterday after the Supreme Court 
hearing in Jerusalem. (Hadas Parush/Flash90)

THE STREETS of Tel Aviv are empty last night after the red-alert siren sounded throughout the Gush Dan region. 
(Avshalom Sassoni/Maariv)

First strike on Gush Dan since 2014 • PM 
holds consultations at Kirya on retaliation

See ROCKETS, Page 10

Two rockets fired from Gaza reach Tel Aviv
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• By ANNA AHRONHEIM

Two rockets were fired toward 
central Israel on Thursday evening, 
with at least two loud explosions 
heard over the Gush Dan region, 
the IDF confirmed.

While the Iron Dome missile 
defense system was activated, there 
were no interceptions as both rock-
ets fell in open territory, according 
to the IDF. 

It was the first time sirens were 
activated in Tel Aviv since the war 
with Gaza in 2014 and several 
Israelis were treated for shock.

Following the rockets, Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu held security 
consultations at the Kirya military 

headquarters in Tel Aviv to discuss 
a response.

Local reports in Gaza said Hamas 
had begun evacuating military 
posts in anticipation of retaliatory 
strikes.

While there were no special 
instructions given by the Home 
Front Command to residents, the 
Tel Aviv-Jaffa Municipality opened 
bomb shelters across the city.

According to initial reports, Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad fired two Ira-

nian-made Fajr rockets. PIJ is the 
second-strongest terrorist group in 
the coastal enclave after Hamas.

IDF Spokesperson Brig.-Gen. 
Ronen Manelis said the military 
still does not know who fired the 
rocket, and PIJ later denied the 
reports, saying it did not play a role 
in the launching of the rockets.

According to media reports, an 
Egyptian security delegation –  
which had been in Gaza negoti-
ating a ceasefire between Hamas 
and Israel – left the Strip at Israel’s 
request following the rocket fire.

PIJ has been assessed by Military 
Intelligence as a factor increasing 
the risk of an escalation since it is 

Israeli-Arab justice to Ben-Ari: Who decides which Israeli Arabs are loyal?
• By YONAH JEREMY BOB

The High Court of Justice 
heard multiple petitions on 
Thursday relating to the eli-
gibility of the Balad-United 

Arab List joint party and of 
candidates from the far-right 
Otzma Yehudit Party for the 
April 9 election.

The Central Elections Com-
mittee disqualified Balad-UAL 
last week, but gave a green 
light to Otzma.

In contrast, Attorney-Gen-
eral Avichai Mandelblit had 
suggested disqualifying 
Michael Ben-Ari of Otzma for 
extreme racism but gave his 
green light to Balad-UAL.

Mandelblit said Balad-UAL’s 
statements and activities were 
highly troubling, but did not 
reach a critical mass for dis-
qualification.

In contrast, he said Ben-Ari’s 
main purpose and message 
in running was itself racism 

against Arabs, which meant 
he should be disqualified.

Ben-Ari was given an 

unusual opportunity to per-
sonally explain himself to the 
court on Thursday, though 

typically non-lawyers do not 
get to speak.

While his lawyers have said 
he is not a racist and com-
ments he has made against 
Arabs are directed against vio-
lent Arabs or terrorists, Ben-
Ari himself focused on the 
emotions of the moments 
during which he spoke.

He noted that many of the 
statements against Arabs 
being presented as warrant-
ing his disqualification were 
made in the presence of fam-
ily members of Jews whose 
loved ones had been recently 
murdered by Arabs.

Mandelblit said Ben-Ari’s 
comments were against all 
Arabs and that he has also 
taken actions against Arabs, 

which is significant evidence 
for disqualification.

Likewise, multiple justices 
told Ben-Ari his statements 
seemed to assume that 99% of 
Israel’s Arab citizens are dis-
loyal.

Ben-Ari’s lawyer, Yitzhak 
Baum, did not directly explain 
how his words could be inter-
preted differently, but he said 
there was no real way to know 
how many Arabs were loyal 
since those who were loyal 
were intimidated into silence.

Israeli Arab Justice George 
Kara asked Ben-Ari and Baum: 
“Who decides about loyalty? 
Does Ben-Ari decide?”

He also asked what Ben-
Ari’s criteria were for deciding 
whether he thought Arabs 

with Israeli citizenship were 
loyal to the state or whether 
he would brand them as trai-
tors, as he has in some public 
statements.

Baum responded that Ben-
Ari would address this ques-
tion to the voters and that it is 
an issue being debated in the 
political sphere.

Justice Uzi Vogelman 
implied to Ben-Ari that state-
ments he had made indicating 
that Arabs should be prevent-
ed from living in Afula were 
“removing the mask” of any 
chance of hiding his racist 
intentions.

During the hearing, National 
Union leader Bezalel Smotrich 
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Shin Bet reveals to Gantz:  
Iran hacked your phone

• By GIL HOFFMAN

Iranian intelligence has 
hacked into the phone of 
Blue and White leader Benny 
Gantz, according to the Shin 
Bet (Israel Security Agency), 
and has taken all its contents 
– including sensitive informa-
tion, Channel 12 reported on 
Thursday night.

The Shin Bet reportedly 
told Gantz he must assume 
any information that was 
on his phone was taken by 
those most hostile to Israel. 
No classified information was 
believed to be on the phone.

Gantz served as IDF chief 
of staff from February 2011 to 
February 2015. 

Shin Bet chief Nadav Arga-

man has warned about for-
eign interference in the elec-
tion.

Blue and White said the tim-
ing of the leak of the report 

so close to the election was 
suspicious.

“We do not comment on 
issues that touch on core 
aspects of Israel’s security,” 
the party said. “It should be 
emphasized that this event 
took place four years after 
Benny Gantz completed his 
service as chief of staff and 
therefore raises important 
questions as to the specific 
timing of publication of this 
news item.”

Blue and White has been 
falling in the polls over the 
past week and a half, losing 
ground to the Likud.

A poll taken for Channel 12 
by pollsters Mina Tzemach 
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EXCLUSIVE TO ‘POST’: 

Polish president: Israel started  
the crisis, Israel needs to end it
‘I will never accept Poles being insulted, facts being distorted’

• By YAAKOV KATZ 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent

WARSAW – A month after a 
crisis erupted between Israel 
and Poland over Polish his-
tory of the Holocaust, Polish 
President Andrzej Duda out-
lined a path on Thursday for 
how it can be resolved, saying 
the first move must be made 
by Israel.

“The side that started the 
crisis should also finish it,” 
Duda told The Jerusalem Post 
in an exclusive interview at 
the Presidential Palace. Asked 
if that would be Israel, he said: 
“Yes. I expect friendship and 
respect. On both sides.”

The diplomatic breakdown 
began during Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s visit to 
Warsaw last month to partici-
pate in a Middle East summit 
hosted by the United States. 
After a briefing with reporters, 
Netanyahu was quoted as say-
ing – including by this paper 
– that “The Poles cooperated 
with the Nazis” to kill Jews 
during the Holocaust. 

Warsaw interpreted this to 
mean Netanyahu was refer-
ring to Poland as a nation.

“I hope that we will be able 
to solve this through diplo-
matic channels and goodwill 
between the two sides,” said 

Duda on Thursday. “Of course, 
the election campaign is there 
[in Israel] and the temperature 
of the campaign is not condu-
cive to solving the crisis now, 
but we have to remember that 
there are some things that are 
more important.”

Last month, the Prime Min-
ister’s Office clarified that 
Netanyahu never said “The 
Poles” but just “Poles,” mean-
ing that he was referring to 
some, but not all.

Nevertheless, Duda and Pol-
ish Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki were not satisfied 
at the time, and announced 
that Morawiecki would not fly 
to Israel to attend a gathering 
of the Visegrad, a group of 
four Eastern European coun-
tries – Poland, Hungary, Slo-
vakia and the Czech Republic 
– that was to have taken place 
the following week.

The situation escalated 
when two days later, newly 
appointed Foreign Minister 
Israel Katz went on TV and 
paraphrased former prime 
minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
saying: “The Poles suck-
le antisemitism from their 
mothers’ milk... No one will 
tell us how to remember the 
fallen.”

POLISH PRESIDENT Andrzej Duda is interviewed yesterday in 
his office in Warsaw by Yaakov Katz, editor-in-chief of ‘The 
Jerusalem Post.’ (Courtesy)

Polish Jewish leaders 
call for dialogue

• By JEREMY SHARON

In the wake of the diplomatic crisis between Israel and 
Poland centered around the Holocaust and antisemitism, 
Polish Jewish leaders are urging for greater dialogue and 
understanding between Jews and Poles.

The head of Poland’s communal Jewish umbrella orga-
nization, Monika Krawczyk, has called to increase the 

BENNY GANTZ
(Flash90)

A-G analyzing potential link 
between PM and ‘Subs Affair’

• By YONAH JEREMY BOB

The Attorney-General’s Office confirmed 
on Thursday that it has opened an initial 
review of a possible new connection between 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Case 3000, also known as the “Submarines 
Affair.”

The case involves allegations that top gov-
ernment and defense officials abused their 
power to skim off large sums of money from 

transactions between Israel and the German 
company Thyssenkrupp for the purchase of 
nuclear submarines.

In November, the police concluded their 
years-long investigation of the case, recom-
mending bribery indictments against several 
of the prime minister’s close associates, but 
without ever having treated Netanyahu him-
self as a suspect.
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OTZMA YEHUDIT members Itamar Ben-Gvir (left) and Michael 
Ben-Ari address the media yesterday after the Supreme Court 
hearing in Jerusalem. (Hadas Parush/Flash90)

THE STREETS of Tel Aviv are empty last night after the red-alert siren sounded throughout the Gush Dan region. 
(Avshalom Sassoni/Maariv)

First strike on Gush Dan since 2014 • PM 
holds consultations at Kirya on retaliation
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Two rockets fired from Gaza reach Tel Aviv
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Rivlin: I won’t be intimidated about tasking next gov’t
• By ALON EINHORN

“I will not be seduced by 
flattery or be intimidat-
ed,” said President Reuven 
Rivlin on Thursday in rela-
tion to his decision on who 
to entrust with forming the 
government after the April 9 
elections.

“Recently there has been 
a discussion about my per-
sonal views, who... I will 
task with forming the gov-
ernment,” Rivlin said. “I 
will act according to law as 

I did in the previous elec-
tion campaign, and like my 
predecessors, all the former 
Israeli presidents, did in the 
past.”

Rivlin spoke at a confer-
ence called Other Think-
ers, initiated by the Israel 
Democracy Institute and 
held at Tel Aviv University.

“Elections are an oppor-
tunity to talk, listen and 
decide,” the president said. 
“The elections indeed con-
front us with our most com-
plex challenges and issues, 

with positions that are some-
times unpleasant to hear 
and unpleasant to say, with 
all the rocks of controversy 
around which our demo-
cratic system is formed. But 
these are important discus-
sions because they are the 
ones that enable the core 
existence of our democracy, 
an existence that allows for a 
multiplicity of voices, which 
sanctifies a variety of ideas, 
and which respects every 
man and woman wherever 
they may be - despite and 

because their opinions are 
different from mine.”

“In recent years, the dis-
tinction between Right 
and Left, both political-
ly and militarily, has been 
blurred,” Rivlin continued. 
“There are still ideologi-
cal camps, but at the cen-
ter of the political map are 
new questions: economics, 
health, religion and state, 
equality of burden, the rule 
of law and the status of the 
court, liberal democracy, 
the law of nationality, and 

even – to my amazement 
– the legalization of canna-
bis.”

Rivlin stressed: “One has 
to remember: No single elec-
tion system exists.”

“Only the ability to talk 
and to create a genuine 
dialogue will enable us to 
ensure a fundamentally 
democratic election cam-
paign, one that gives room 
for all groups in Israel – reli-
gious, secular and ultra-Or-
thodox, Arabs and Jews – to 
the same extent.” 

Eurovision ticket sales reopen to public
220 tickets to finale that were improperly purchased have been voided by KAN

• By AMY SPIRO

The sale of tickets to the Eurovision 
Song Contest reopened Thursday 
evening, 10 days after being halted 
by KAN due to irregularities.

The public broadcaster said on 

Thursday that after its investigation, 
220 tickets to the grand finale on 
May 18 in Tel Aviv were revoked 
from those who had purchased 
them improperly. Those tickets, 
however, will only become available 
once again during the second round 

of sales sometime in April.
Beginning 6 p.m. local time on 

Thursday, Eurovision fans were be 
able to purchase those tickets that 
were still available last Sunday when 
the sale was halted. Those include 
tickets to the VIP green room on 

finale night, seats at the semi-finals 
on May 14 and May 16 and tickets 
to all the dress rehearsals. KAN said 
thousands of tickets to all of those 
shows remain available.

In April, the 220 finale seats that 
were already sold – in addition to a 

second wave of finale tickets – are set 
to go on sale. KAN has yet to provide 
an exact date for that event. The first 
wave of tickets for the grand finale 
sold out within two hours.

Despite the public spat between 
KAN and ticket provider Leaan over 

the irregularities, the public broad-
caster chose to stick with the web-
site.

Tickets to the semi-finals range 
from NIS 750-1,250, and tickets for 
all of the rehearsals range from NIS 
300-1,250.
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not under the direct con-
trol of Hamas and acts inde-
pendently and with its own 
interests.

The group first fired an Ira-
nian-made missile at Tel Aviv 
from the blockaded coastal 
enclave during Operation Pil-
lar of Defense in 2012.

US Special Envoy to the 
Middle East Jason Green-
blatt took to Twitter to blame 
Hamas for the rocket fire, 
tweeting: “Hamas violent-
ly suppresses its own peo-
ple demonstrating against 
Hamas’ rule & failures today 
and NOW fires rockets at cit-
ies in Israel. OUTRAGEOUS! 
This is what prevents the 
world from helping the peo-
ple of Gaza! We strongly sup-
port Israel in defense of its 
citizens. Always!”

The IDF has warned that 
both Hamas and PIJ have 
restored their military capa-
bilities to their pre-2014 
strength, and expect that in 
the next war the southern 
communities bordering the 
Strip would be incessantly 
pounded with rockets and 
mortar attacks.

In late February, PIJ released 
a video claiming it had devel-
oped a new missile, with the 
help of Iran, that is capable 
of striking cities beyond Net-
anya. During a violent escala-
tion between Israel and terror 
groups in the Strip in Novem-
ber the group launched a new 
rocket that hit an apartment 
complex in the southern city 
of Ashkelon, killing one Pal-
estinian man and wounding 
several others.

The IDF intelligence assess-
ment for 2019 has warned 
that Israel is facing a high risk 
of military escalation in the 
Gaza Strip and based on the 
assessment, IDF Chief of Staff 
Lt.-Gen. Aviv Kochavi has pri-
oritized the southern front as 
one that could explode into 
war at any moment. •
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On Thursday, Duda 
explained why his govern-
ment took such offense from 
Netanyahu’s and Katz’s com-
ments.

“I am the president of 
Poland, and I will never 
accept Poles being insulted 
or humiliated or facts being 
distorted that hurt our digni-
ty,” he said. “I am an honest 
person, and that is why I can 
admit historical facts and I 
will never try to contradict 
them. But I will never agree 
with statements that Poles as 
a nation participated in the 
Holocaust or Poland partic-
ipated in the Holocaust. It 
humiliates us and hurts us. 

In my own family, there were 
people murdered by the Ger-
mans, and first and foremost 
[to say the contrary] waters 
down what really happened.”

Duda said that the key word 
is “some” whenever referring 
to Polish collaborators during 
the Holocaust.

“Not Poles as a nation or 
Poles as a society, as a state 
or as an institution,” he 
said. “‘Some people’ is true. 
There were some people on 
this occupied territory. Some 
Poles. Some people who were 
vile.”

When asked about the need 
for the controversial law that 
passed last year making accu-
sations of Polish complicity 
in Nazi war crimes a criminal 
offense and why not just let 
historians debate the issue 
freely, Duda said the entire 
purpose of the law was to 
ensure historical accuracy.

“It was our will to fight for 
only the truth to be in the 
public space. So actually, the 
whole point was this term 
that I hate – ‘Polish death 
camps’ and ‘Polish concen-
tration camps’ – to eliminate 
it from the public space,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, if we 
don’t correct it and people 
come to Poland to see Aus-
chwitz, it becomes natural 
to them that it was a Polish 
camp. If we want them to 
know that it was not, they 
need to see the historical 
truth.”

While Duda said the crisis 
between Israel and Poland 
remains, ties with the Jewish 
community remain strong.

“If we look holistically, I 
can say that it actually took 
a toll on Israeli-Polish rela-
tions but not on Polish-Jew-
ish relations,” he said. “This 
is for a simple reason. The 
words that were said in Isra-
el – first and foremost the 
words of Minister Katz – were 
condemned by Jewish organi-
zations like the World Jewish 
Congress and a lot of others 
as well as by Polish Jewish 
organizations and the chief 
rabbi. We can say that there is 
no problem between Poland 
and Jewish people.”

Poland, he said, is safer for 
Jews today than in other parts 
of Europe. He also dismissed a 
recent news story in a Polish 
paper titled “How to spot a 
Jew” as sick and intolerable.

“Situations such as this 
publication are absolutely 
marginal in Poland,” he said. 
“Nonetheless each and every 
one of them deserves con-
demnation, including the 
one in question.”

“Poles and Jews,” he con-
tinued, “have been living on 
this land together for almost 
1,000 years. Who can tell how 
much Jewish blood is in their 
veins? Nobody knows, so to 
talk about how to recognize 
if someone is Jewish is ridic-
ulous. These are sick people. 

Just sick. What it depends on 
is someone’s upbringing and 
the traditions and that is how 
you decide if you are Jewish 
or not.”

The ongoing crisis, he said, 
ultimately bothers him since 
“I believe that the relations 
between Israel and Poland are 
generally good and we con-
sider ourselves to be friends 
of Israel and we try to make 
sure Israel feels this relation-
ship on many different inter-
national levels starting in the 
EU and how we vote in the 
European Parliament and to 
our position on the United 
Nations Security Council 
where we are still a nonper-
manent member.”

And while Poland will not 
change the controversial 
Holocaust law, he said the 
government would always 
work to ensure that the Nazi 
concentration and death 
camps located in Poland 
remain intact as a warning 
for future generations.

“We want to preserve it as 
testament of the Holocaust 
and the tragedy for future 
generations,” he said. “To a 
certain extent we are deposi-
tories of the pain and damage 
and it is our duty to preserve 
it for future generations and 
to conserve it.” •
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opportunities for young Jews 
and Poles to meet, while both 
she and Poland’s Chief Rabbi 
Michael Schudrich have said 
that hostile rhetoric on both 
sides must be toned down.

Schudrich added that 
despite a recent series of 
antisemitic comments and 
news items in the Polish 
media, Jews are still safe in 
Poland. He says Jews can 
wear Jewish symbols in pub-
lic without fear of attack or 
harassment, noting this is 
not the case in some Western 
European countries.

Concern has been raised 
of late regarding a series of 
antisemitic incidents in the 
Polish media, as well as a rash 
of antisemitic rhetoric online. 
Krawczyk and Schudrich said 
that although they are aware 
of this phenomenon, it must 
be put in context – and that 
the outrage over Foreign Min-
ister Israel Katz’s comments, 
as well as those of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
must be properly understood.

Schudrich argues that there 
has been some condemna-
tion of recent antisemitic 
statements, and also points 
to the rise of antisemitism 
across Europe as evidence 
that Poland is not unique in 
suffering a recurrence of the 
phenomenon.

And he notes that many 
Poles were “genuinely hurt” 
by Katz’s comments.

“Katz was basically saying 
that all Poles are antisemit-
ic, which is hurtful, unnec-
essary, wrong and false,” 
Schudrich told The Jerusalem 
Post.

“While we fight against 
antisemitism, we must look 
at ourselves and think about 
what we should be sensitive 
about and what we say – 
and if we do that, we have a 

chance of making a positive 
change.” 

Schudrich said, however, 
that in the current political 
climate, those who have long-
held antisemitic beliefs now 
feel free to express them in 
public. He pointed to events 
in other countries, such as 
the 2017 neo-Nazi march 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
as evidence of the broader 
nature of this problem.

But he insists that life for 
Polish Jews remains good 
and that Jews may walk 
about publicly wearing Jew-
ish symbols without fear of 
being attacked, something he 
says cannot be said of Jews 
in France and Belgium, for 
example.

“I call it the yarmulke test: 
Can you walk around safe 
with a yarmulke? It’s a crude 
measure of antisemitism, but 
in Warsaw and Krakow we 
have no problems. Can the 
same be said walking with 
a yarmulke in Belgium and 
France?”

Rafal Pankowski, an asso-
ciate professor at Collegium 
Civitas and cofounder of the 
Never Again Association, is 
not quite as sanguine, point-
ing to several severe examples 
of antisemitism in the Polish 
media, saying they constitute 
“a wave of antisemitic dis-
course that has not been seen 
for many years.”

In February, following 
Katz’s comments, Jacek 
Bartyzel, a professor of social 
science at Nicolaus Coperni-
cus University in Torun, said 
on Facebook that: “I can’t get 
worked up about the fact that 
Jews hate us and spit upon us 
– what can you expect from 
that viperish tribe full of arro-
gance, venom and anger?”

The influential right-wing 
news website wPolityce.pl 
then granted Bartyzel a flat-
tering interview where he 
stood by his comments, giv-
ing another academic from 
the same university a plat-
form to defend Bartyzel as 
well.

Two days after Katz’s com-
ments, political journalist 
and commentator Artur Wró-
blewski said on a public radio 
station that “if there was no 
antisemitism, then perhaps 
Israel would invent it.”

And a day after Netanyahu 
said in Warsaw that “Poles 
collaborated with the Nazis,” 
journalist and author Rafal 
Ziemkiewicz accused US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo 
of being “a sales rep of the 
Holocaust industry,” after 
Pompeo stated during a visit 
to Poland that the coun-
try had to address concerns 
about property restitution for 
Holocaust survivors.

Meanwhile, the right-wing 
Warszawska Gazeta ran a 
front page in February with 
the headline “This is how the 
Jews murdered the Poles,” 
which highlighted the Jewish 
background of some Commu-
nist-era judges and officials 
who sentenced high-ranking 
Poles to death following the 
World War II.

And just last week, the 
right-wing weekly newspaper 
Tylko Polska issued an edi-
tion with a front-page head-
line telling readers “how to 
recognize a Jew,” including 

by “Names, anthropological 
features, expressions, appear-
ances, character traits, meth-
ods of operation” and “dis-
information activities,” the 
Polsat news website reported 
on Wednesday.

The article added “How to 
defeat them? This cannot go 
on!” The newspaper itself 
was available for purchase in 
a kiosk in the Polish parlia-
ment.

But Krawczyk, head of 
the Union of Jewish Com-
munities in Poland is, like 
Schudrich, more cautious 
when discussing these recent 
incidents.

She, too, says Katz’s com-
ments were deeply unhelpful, 
and noted, like Pankowski, 
that the diplomatic row with 
Israel is being used by politi-
cians in Poland to drum up 
support, although she accus-
es Israeli politicians of the 
same.

Krawczyk also underlines 
the historical and societal 
context of these debates, not-
ing that Poland was devas-
tated by the World War II 
and was occupied by both the 
Nazi regime and the Soviet 
Union, yet never established 
a puppet government that 
collaborated with either side.

Poles therefore see them-
selves as not responsible for 
the Holocaust, she explained, 
because there was no formal 
collaboration on the state 
level.

Krawczyk nevertheless con-
cedes that the recent out-
break of antisemitic rhetoric 
is worrying and that it needs 
to be addressed.

“It worries me, because if it 
is coming from people with 
higher education and aca-
demics who are copying rhet-
oric of pre-war right-wing 
groups that were responsible 
for acts of physical antisemi-
tism, [then] we have a reason 
to be concerned and worried 
about that,” she says.

Krawczyk said there is now 
a need to promote educa-
tional initiatives in Poland at 
the most fundamental level 
to underline the toxicity of 
antisemitism, saying the Pol-
ish government should part-
ner in such projects.

She also suggested broaden-
ing the interaction of Jewish 
and Israeli high-school pupils 
visiting Poland to meet with 
their Polish peers, as some 
groups have done, in order to 
increase understanding.

“This should be encouraged 
and developed. If we say all 
Poles are antisemites, and 
the other side says Jews are 
ungrateful, greedy and con-
spiring, then the possibili-
ty of dialogue is completely 
closed and there is nothing to 
talk about.” •
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got into a brief but unusual 
verbal spat with High Court 
President Esther Hayut.

After Smotrich interject-
ed with comments about 
the hearing in a voice loud 
enough for those in the court 
to hear, Hayut insisted he 
refrain from speaking like the 
rest of the non-lawyer audi-
ence in attendance.

Smotrich responded by yell-
ing at Hayut that she needed 
to respect him as an MK and 
needed to stop disrespecting 
the Knesset.

Hayut responded that while 
it might be custom for peo-
ple to interrupt each other 
and call out in the Knesset, in 
the High Court this was not 
allowed and only the lawyers 
for the various parties were 
allowed to speak.

Generally, the only time 
that non-lawyers can speak 
are when defendants who 
have been convicted can 
make a statement expressing 
regret as part of their sen-
tencing hearing. Ben-Ari 
was given special permission 
because his candidacy for the 
Knesset was in question, but 
multiple left-wing politicians 
in attendance were also not 
permitted to speak.

The purpose of the poli-
tics-blind rule that allows 
only lawyers to speak is to 
maintain order and decorum.

Following the conclusion of 
the Ben-Ari hearing there was 
yelling and pushing outside 
the court by activists sup-
porting the opposing sides.

Later Thursday, the High 
Court heard the petition 
regarding Balad-UAL.

Balad – the party or its 
members – have been dis-
qualified by the committee in 
all recent elections but have 
then been reinstated each 
time by the High Court.

Adalah also took part in 
the petition, arguing that the 
committee has become so 
politicized that it should lose 
the authority to deal with the 
issue of disqualification.

On Wednesday, the High 
Court heard multiple peti-
tions to disqualify the 
Hadash-Ta’al Israeli-Arab par-
ties and Hadash Knesset can-
didate Ofer Kassif. •

HACKED
Continued from Page 1

and Mano Geva found that if 
elections would be held now, 
Blue and White would win 
31 seats, five less than in the 
last survey taken by the same 
pollsters eight days earlier.

The Likud also fell – to 28 
seats, down from 30 in the 
last poll.

The poll also showed a 64 
to 56 lead for the Right-Cen-
ter bloc over the Left-Cen-
ter bloc, the largest since 
elections were initiated on 
December 24.

But the poll indicated that 
results could change dramat-
ically at the last moment, 
because six parties are tee-
tering on the 3.25% elector-
al threshold with four seats 
each.

One of those is the New 
Right Party led by Naftali 
Bennett and Ayelet Shaked. 
Former Jerusalem Post colum-
nist Caroline Glick is sixth 
on the list.

The poll predicted 10 seats 
for Labor; seven each for 
Hadash-Ta’al, United Torah 
Judaism and the Union of 
Right-Wing Parties; six for 
Shas; and four each for Kula-
nu, Yisrael Beytenu, Meretz, 
Balad-United Arab List, Zehut 
and New Right.

Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu leads Gantz in fit-
ness to be prime minister by 
9% – 40% to 31% – according 
to the poll; a month ago, they 
were equally considered fit. 
Gantz had received 34% in 
the last poll. 

Some 18% said neither of 
them was fit to be prime min-
ister while 11% said they did 
not know.

Sources in Blue and White 
said they expected the party 
to rise in the polls as the elec-
tion approaches.

The poll of 510 respondents 
represented a statistical sam-
ple of the population and had 
a 4.4% margin of error. •
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However, in February the 
State Comptroller indirect-
ly revealed a new potential 
piece to Case 3000 that the 
police had not investigated.

In explaining its decision 
to reject Netanyahu’s request 
to finance his legal defense 
of public corruption charges 
from donations from his 
cousin – tycoon Nathan Mili-
kowsky – the comptroller dis-
closed that the prime minis-
ter and Milikowsky had joint 
business interests up until 
2009, including throughout 
Netanyahu’s early months as 
prime minister.

The comptroller also con-
nected Milikowsky indirect-
ly to Thyssenkrupp and to 
David Shimron, one of the 
primary suspects in Case 
3000 and Netanyahu’s cousin 
and former top aide.

On Wednesday night, 
Channel 13 said it had uncov-
ered evidence that up until 
2010, Netanyahu and Mili-
kowsky each owned shares 
in GrafTech International, a 
company that provided ser-
vices to Thyssenkrupp.

According to Channel 13 
on Thursday night, Netanya-
hu received $4,300,873 for 
the sale of his shares. 

Attorney-General Avichai 
Mandelblit is now reviewing 
whether their indirect con-
nection to Thyssenkrupp 
could be related to the broad-
er bribery scheme of Case 
3000.

Though the prime minister 
is still not a suspect in Case 
3000, his spokesman issued 
a statement attacking the 
comptroller and the media 
for mentioning the 10-year-
old business interests of Net-
anyahu and Milikowsky.

The statement called them 
irrelevant, deeming media 
reports trying to connect 
dots between Netanyahu and 
Case 3000 to be “fake news.”

Furthermore, Netanyahu 
added that when he sold 
his shares in 2010, the sale 
was reported and approved 
according to law.

Many of the developments 
mentioned in the police’s 
public statements about Case 
3000 related to the year 2012 
or the years 2013-2016, how-
ever some dated back to 2009.

It is unclear what connec-
tion there might be, but 
the fact that Mandelblit’s 
office is not brushing off the 
information means that it 
has not yet been previously 
checked. •

PRESIDENT REUVEN RIVLIN addresses the IDI conference at Tel 
Aviv University yesterday. (Avshalom Sassoni)
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Rivlin: I won’t be intimidated about tasking next gov’t
• By ALON EINHORN

“I will not be seduced by 
flattery or be intimidat-
ed,” said President Reuven 
Rivlin on Thursday in rela-
tion to his decision on who 
to entrust with forming the 
government after the April 9 
elections.

“Recently there has been 
a discussion about my per-
sonal views, who... I will 
task with forming the gov-
ernment,” Rivlin said. “I 
will act according to law as 

I did in the previous elec-
tion campaign, and like my 
predecessors, all the former 
Israeli presidents, did in the 
past.”

Rivlin spoke at a confer-
ence called Other Think-
ers, initiated by the Israel 
Democracy Institute and 
held at Tel Aviv University.

“Elections are an oppor-
tunity to talk, listen and 
decide,” the president said. 
“The elections indeed con-
front us with our most com-
plex challenges and issues, 

with positions that are some-
times unpleasant to hear 
and unpleasant to say, with 
all the rocks of controversy 
around which our demo-
cratic system is formed. But 
these are important discus-
sions because they are the 
ones that enable the core 
existence of our democracy, 
an existence that allows for a 
multiplicity of voices, which 
sanctifies a variety of ideas, 
and which respects every 
man and woman wherever 
they may be - despite and 

because their opinions are 
different from mine.”

“In recent years, the dis-
tinction between Right 
and Left, both political-
ly and militarily, has been 
blurred,” Rivlin continued. 
“There are still ideologi-
cal camps, but at the cen-
ter of the political map are 
new questions: economics, 
health, religion and state, 
equality of burden, the rule 
of law and the status of the 
court, liberal democracy, 
the law of nationality, and 

even – to my amazement 
– the legalization of canna-
bis.”

Rivlin stressed: “One has 
to remember: No single elec-
tion system exists.”

“Only the ability to talk 
and to create a genuine 
dialogue will enable us to 
ensure a fundamentally 
democratic election cam-
paign, one that gives room 
for all groups in Israel – reli-
gious, secular and ultra-Or-
thodox, Arabs and Jews – to 
the same extent.” 

Eurovision ticket sales reopen to public
220 tickets to finale that were improperly purchased have been voided by KAN

• By AMY SPIRO

The sale of tickets to the Eurovision 
Song Contest reopened Thursday 
evening, 10 days after being halted 
by KAN due to irregularities.

The public broadcaster said on 

Thursday that after its investigation, 
220 tickets to the grand finale on 
May 18 in Tel Aviv were revoked 
from those who had purchased 
them improperly. Those tickets, 
however, will only become available 
once again during the second round 

of sales sometime in April.
Beginning 6 p.m. local time on 

Thursday, Eurovision fans were be 
able to purchase those tickets that 
were still available last Sunday when 
the sale was halted. Those include 
tickets to the VIP green room on 

finale night, seats at the semi-finals 
on May 14 and May 16 and tickets 
to all the dress rehearsals. KAN said 
thousands of tickets to all of those 
shows remain available.

In April, the 220 finale seats that 
were already sold – in addition to a 

second wave of finale tickets – are set 
to go on sale. KAN has yet to provide 
an exact date for that event. The first 
wave of tickets for the grand finale 
sold out within two hours.

Despite the public spat between 
KAN and ticket provider Leaan over 

the irregularities, the public broad-
caster chose to stick with the web-
site.

Tickets to the semi-finals range 
from NIS 750-1,250, and tickets for 
all of the rehearsals range from NIS 
300-1,250.
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not under the direct con-
trol of Hamas and acts inde-
pendently and with its own 
interests.

The group first fired an Ira-
nian-made missile at Tel Aviv 
from the blockaded coastal 
enclave during Operation Pil-
lar of Defense in 2012.

US Special Envoy to the 
Middle East Jason Green-
blatt took to Twitter to blame 
Hamas for the rocket fire, 
tweeting: “Hamas violent-
ly suppresses its own peo-
ple demonstrating against 
Hamas’ rule & failures today 
and NOW fires rockets at cit-
ies in Israel. OUTRAGEOUS! 
This is what prevents the 
world from helping the peo-
ple of Gaza! We strongly sup-
port Israel in defense of its 
citizens. Always!”

The IDF has warned that 
both Hamas and PIJ have 
restored their military capa-
bilities to their pre-2014 
strength, and expect that in 
the next war the southern 
communities bordering the 
Strip would be incessantly 
pounded with rockets and 
mortar attacks.

In late February, PIJ released 
a video claiming it had devel-
oped a new missile, with the 
help of Iran, that is capable 
of striking cities beyond Net-
anya. During a violent escala-
tion between Israel and terror 
groups in the Strip in Novem-
ber the group launched a new 
rocket that hit an apartment 
complex in the southern city 
of Ashkelon, killing one Pal-
estinian man and wounding 
several others.

The IDF intelligence assess-
ment for 2019 has warned 
that Israel is facing a high risk 
of military escalation in the 
Gaza Strip and based on the 
assessment, IDF Chief of Staff 
Lt.-Gen. Aviv Kochavi has pri-
oritized the southern front as 
one that could explode into 
war at any moment. •
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On Thursday, Duda 
explained why his govern-
ment took such offense from 
Netanyahu’s and Katz’s com-
ments.

“I am the president of 
Poland, and I will never 
accept Poles being insulted 
or humiliated or facts being 
distorted that hurt our digni-
ty,” he said. “I am an honest 
person, and that is why I can 
admit historical facts and I 
will never try to contradict 
them. But I will never agree 
with statements that Poles as 
a nation participated in the 
Holocaust or Poland partic-
ipated in the Holocaust. It 
humiliates us and hurts us. 

In my own family, there were 
people murdered by the Ger-
mans, and first and foremost 
[to say the contrary] waters 
down what really happened.”

Duda said that the key word 
is “some” whenever referring 
to Polish collaborators during 
the Holocaust.

“Not Poles as a nation or 
Poles as a society, as a state 
or as an institution,” he 
said. “‘Some people’ is true. 
There were some people on 
this occupied territory. Some 
Poles. Some people who were 
vile.”

When asked about the need 
for the controversial law that 
passed last year making accu-
sations of Polish complicity 
in Nazi war crimes a criminal 
offense and why not just let 
historians debate the issue 
freely, Duda said the entire 
purpose of the law was to 
ensure historical accuracy.

“It was our will to fight for 
only the truth to be in the 
public space. So actually, the 
whole point was this term 
that I hate – ‘Polish death 
camps’ and ‘Polish concen-
tration camps’ – to eliminate 
it from the public space,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, if we 
don’t correct it and people 
come to Poland to see Aus-
chwitz, it becomes natural 
to them that it was a Polish 
camp. If we want them to 
know that it was not, they 
need to see the historical 
truth.”

While Duda said the crisis 
between Israel and Poland 
remains, ties with the Jewish 
community remain strong.

“If we look holistically, I 
can say that it actually took 
a toll on Israeli-Polish rela-
tions but not on Polish-Jew-
ish relations,” he said. “This 
is for a simple reason. The 
words that were said in Isra-
el – first and foremost the 
words of Minister Katz – were 
condemned by Jewish organi-
zations like the World Jewish 
Congress and a lot of others 
as well as by Polish Jewish 
organizations and the chief 
rabbi. We can say that there is 
no problem between Poland 
and Jewish people.”

Poland, he said, is safer for 
Jews today than in other parts 
of Europe. He also dismissed a 
recent news story in a Polish 
paper titled “How to spot a 
Jew” as sick and intolerable.

“Situations such as this 
publication are absolutely 
marginal in Poland,” he said. 
“Nonetheless each and every 
one of them deserves con-
demnation, including the 
one in question.”

“Poles and Jews,” he con-
tinued, “have been living on 
this land together for almost 
1,000 years. Who can tell how 
much Jewish blood is in their 
veins? Nobody knows, so to 
talk about how to recognize 
if someone is Jewish is ridic-
ulous. These are sick people. 

Just sick. What it depends on 
is someone’s upbringing and 
the traditions and that is how 
you decide if you are Jewish 
or not.”

The ongoing crisis, he said, 
ultimately bothers him since 
“I believe that the relations 
between Israel and Poland are 
generally good and we con-
sider ourselves to be friends 
of Israel and we try to make 
sure Israel feels this relation-
ship on many different inter-
national levels starting in the 
EU and how we vote in the 
European Parliament and to 
our position on the United 
Nations Security Council 
where we are still a nonper-
manent member.”

And while Poland will not 
change the controversial 
Holocaust law, he said the 
government would always 
work to ensure that the Nazi 
concentration and death 
camps located in Poland 
remain intact as a warning 
for future generations.

“We want to preserve it as 
testament of the Holocaust 
and the tragedy for future 
generations,” he said. “To a 
certain extent we are deposi-
tories of the pain and damage 
and it is our duty to preserve 
it for future generations and 
to conserve it.” •
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opportunities for young Jews 
and Poles to meet, while both 
she and Poland’s Chief Rabbi 
Michael Schudrich have said 
that hostile rhetoric on both 
sides must be toned down.

Schudrich added that 
despite a recent series of 
antisemitic comments and 
news items in the Polish 
media, Jews are still safe in 
Poland. He says Jews can 
wear Jewish symbols in pub-
lic without fear of attack or 
harassment, noting this is 
not the case in some Western 
European countries.

Concern has been raised 
of late regarding a series of 
antisemitic incidents in the 
Polish media, as well as a rash 
of antisemitic rhetoric online. 
Krawczyk and Schudrich said 
that although they are aware 
of this phenomenon, it must 
be put in context – and that 
the outrage over Foreign Min-
ister Israel Katz’s comments, 
as well as those of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
must be properly understood.

Schudrich argues that there 
has been some condemna-
tion of recent antisemitic 
statements, and also points 
to the rise of antisemitism 
across Europe as evidence 
that Poland is not unique in 
suffering a recurrence of the 
phenomenon.

And he notes that many 
Poles were “genuinely hurt” 
by Katz’s comments.

“Katz was basically saying 
that all Poles are antisemit-
ic, which is hurtful, unnec-
essary, wrong and false,” 
Schudrich told The Jerusalem 
Post.

“While we fight against 
antisemitism, we must look 
at ourselves and think about 
what we should be sensitive 
about and what we say – 
and if we do that, we have a 

chance of making a positive 
change.” 

Schudrich said, however, 
that in the current political 
climate, those who have long-
held antisemitic beliefs now 
feel free to express them in 
public. He pointed to events 
in other countries, such as 
the 2017 neo-Nazi march 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
as evidence of the broader 
nature of this problem.

But he insists that life for 
Polish Jews remains good 
and that Jews may walk 
about publicly wearing Jew-
ish symbols without fear of 
being attacked, something he 
says cannot be said of Jews 
in France and Belgium, for 
example.

“I call it the yarmulke test: 
Can you walk around safe 
with a yarmulke? It’s a crude 
measure of antisemitism, but 
in Warsaw and Krakow we 
have no problems. Can the 
same be said walking with 
a yarmulke in Belgium and 
France?”

Rafal Pankowski, an asso-
ciate professor at Collegium 
Civitas and cofounder of the 
Never Again Association, is 
not quite as sanguine, point-
ing to several severe examples 
of antisemitism in the Polish 
media, saying they constitute 
“a wave of antisemitic dis-
course that has not been seen 
for many years.”

In February, following 
Katz’s comments, Jacek 
Bartyzel, a professor of social 
science at Nicolaus Coperni-
cus University in Torun, said 
on Facebook that: “I can’t get 
worked up about the fact that 
Jews hate us and spit upon us 
– what can you expect from 
that viperish tribe full of arro-
gance, venom and anger?”

The influential right-wing 
news website wPolityce.pl 
then granted Bartyzel a flat-
tering interview where he 
stood by his comments, giv-
ing another academic from 
the same university a plat-
form to defend Bartyzel as 
well.

Two days after Katz’s com-
ments, political journalist 
and commentator Artur Wró-
blewski said on a public radio 
station that “if there was no 
antisemitism, then perhaps 
Israel would invent it.”

And a day after Netanyahu 
said in Warsaw that “Poles 
collaborated with the Nazis,” 
journalist and author Rafal 
Ziemkiewicz accused US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo 
of being “a sales rep of the 
Holocaust industry,” after 
Pompeo stated during a visit 
to Poland that the coun-
try had to address concerns 
about property restitution for 
Holocaust survivors.

Meanwhile, the right-wing 
Warszawska Gazeta ran a 
front page in February with 
the headline “This is how the 
Jews murdered the Poles,” 
which highlighted the Jewish 
background of some Commu-
nist-era judges and officials 
who sentenced high-ranking 
Poles to death following the 
World War II.

And just last week, the 
right-wing weekly newspaper 
Tylko Polska issued an edi-
tion with a front-page head-
line telling readers “how to 
recognize a Jew,” including 

by “Names, anthropological 
features, expressions, appear-
ances, character traits, meth-
ods of operation” and “dis-
information activities,” the 
Polsat news website reported 
on Wednesday.

The article added “How to 
defeat them? This cannot go 
on!” The newspaper itself 
was available for purchase in 
a kiosk in the Polish parlia-
ment.

But Krawczyk, head of 
the Union of Jewish Com-
munities in Poland is, like 
Schudrich, more cautious 
when discussing these recent 
incidents.

She, too, says Katz’s com-
ments were deeply unhelpful, 
and noted, like Pankowski, 
that the diplomatic row with 
Israel is being used by politi-
cians in Poland to drum up 
support, although she accus-
es Israeli politicians of the 
same.

Krawczyk also underlines 
the historical and societal 
context of these debates, not-
ing that Poland was devas-
tated by the World War II 
and was occupied by both the 
Nazi regime and the Soviet 
Union, yet never established 
a puppet government that 
collaborated with either side.

Poles therefore see them-
selves as not responsible for 
the Holocaust, she explained, 
because there was no formal 
collaboration on the state 
level.

Krawczyk nevertheless con-
cedes that the recent out-
break of antisemitic rhetoric 
is worrying and that it needs 
to be addressed.

“It worries me, because if it 
is coming from people with 
higher education and aca-
demics who are copying rhet-
oric of pre-war right-wing 
groups that were responsible 
for acts of physical antisemi-
tism, [then] we have a reason 
to be concerned and worried 
about that,” she says.

Krawczyk said there is now 
a need to promote educa-
tional initiatives in Poland at 
the most fundamental level 
to underline the toxicity of 
antisemitism, saying the Pol-
ish government should part-
ner in such projects.

She also suggested broaden-
ing the interaction of Jewish 
and Israeli high-school pupils 
visiting Poland to meet with 
their Polish peers, as some 
groups have done, in order to 
increase understanding.

“This should be encouraged 
and developed. If we say all 
Poles are antisemites, and 
the other side says Jews are 
ungrateful, greedy and con-
spiring, then the possibili-
ty of dialogue is completely 
closed and there is nothing to 
talk about.” •
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got into a brief but unusual 
verbal spat with High Court 
President Esther Hayut.

After Smotrich interject-
ed with comments about 
the hearing in a voice loud 
enough for those in the court 
to hear, Hayut insisted he 
refrain from speaking like the 
rest of the non-lawyer audi-
ence in attendance.

Smotrich responded by yell-
ing at Hayut that she needed 
to respect him as an MK and 
needed to stop disrespecting 
the Knesset.

Hayut responded that while 
it might be custom for peo-
ple to interrupt each other 
and call out in the Knesset, in 
the High Court this was not 
allowed and only the lawyers 
for the various parties were 
allowed to speak.

Generally, the only time 
that non-lawyers can speak 
are when defendants who 
have been convicted can 
make a statement expressing 
regret as part of their sen-
tencing hearing. Ben-Ari 
was given special permission 
because his candidacy for the 
Knesset was in question, but 
multiple left-wing politicians 
in attendance were also not 
permitted to speak.

The purpose of the poli-
tics-blind rule that allows 
only lawyers to speak is to 
maintain order and decorum.

Following the conclusion of 
the Ben-Ari hearing there was 
yelling and pushing outside 
the court by activists sup-
porting the opposing sides.

Later Thursday, the High 
Court heard the petition 
regarding Balad-UAL.

Balad – the party or its 
members – have been dis-
qualified by the committee in 
all recent elections but have 
then been reinstated each 
time by the High Court.

Adalah also took part in 
the petition, arguing that the 
committee has become so 
politicized that it should lose 
the authority to deal with the 
issue of disqualification.

On Wednesday, the High 
Court heard multiple peti-
tions to disqualify the 
Hadash-Ta’al Israeli-Arab par-
ties and Hadash Knesset can-
didate Ofer Kassif. •
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and Mano Geva found that if 
elections would be held now, 
Blue and White would win 
31 seats, five less than in the 
last survey taken by the same 
pollsters eight days earlier.

The Likud also fell – to 28 
seats, down from 30 in the 
last poll.

The poll also showed a 64 
to 56 lead for the Right-Cen-
ter bloc over the Left-Cen-
ter bloc, the largest since 
elections were initiated on 
December 24.

But the poll indicated that 
results could change dramat-
ically at the last moment, 
because six parties are tee-
tering on the 3.25% elector-
al threshold with four seats 
each.

One of those is the New 
Right Party led by Naftali 
Bennett and Ayelet Shaked. 
Former Jerusalem Post colum-
nist Caroline Glick is sixth 
on the list.

The poll predicted 10 seats 
for Labor; seven each for 
Hadash-Ta’al, United Torah 
Judaism and the Union of 
Right-Wing Parties; six for 
Shas; and four each for Kula-
nu, Yisrael Beytenu, Meretz, 
Balad-United Arab List, Zehut 
and New Right.

Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu leads Gantz in fit-
ness to be prime minister by 
9% – 40% to 31% – according 
to the poll; a month ago, they 
were equally considered fit. 
Gantz had received 34% in 
the last poll. 

Some 18% said neither of 
them was fit to be prime min-
ister while 11% said they did 
not know.

Sources in Blue and White 
said they expected the party 
to rise in the polls as the elec-
tion approaches.

The poll of 510 respondents 
represented a statistical sam-
ple of the population and had 
a 4.4% margin of error. •
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However, in February the 
State Comptroller indirect-
ly revealed a new potential 
piece to Case 3000 that the 
police had not investigated.

In explaining its decision 
to reject Netanyahu’s request 
to finance his legal defense 
of public corruption charges 
from donations from his 
cousin – tycoon Nathan Mili-
kowsky – the comptroller dis-
closed that the prime minis-
ter and Milikowsky had joint 
business interests up until 
2009, including throughout 
Netanyahu’s early months as 
prime minister.

The comptroller also con-
nected Milikowsky indirect-
ly to Thyssenkrupp and to 
David Shimron, one of the 
primary suspects in Case 
3000 and Netanyahu’s cousin 
and former top aide.

On Wednesday night, 
Channel 13 said it had uncov-
ered evidence that up until 
2010, Netanyahu and Mili-
kowsky each owned shares 
in GrafTech International, a 
company that provided ser-
vices to Thyssenkrupp.

According to Channel 13 
on Thursday night, Netanya-
hu received $4,300,873 for 
the sale of his shares. 

Attorney-General Avichai 
Mandelblit is now reviewing 
whether their indirect con-
nection to Thyssenkrupp 
could be related to the broad-
er bribery scheme of Case 
3000.

Though the prime minister 
is still not a suspect in Case 
3000, his spokesman issued 
a statement attacking the 
comptroller and the media 
for mentioning the 10-year-
old business interests of Net-
anyahu and Milikowsky.

The statement called them 
irrelevant, deeming media 
reports trying to connect 
dots between Netanyahu and 
Case 3000 to be “fake news.”

Furthermore, Netanyahu 
added that when he sold 
his shares in 2010, the sale 
was reported and approved 
according to law.

Many of the developments 
mentioned in the police’s 
public statements about Case 
3000 related to the year 2012 
or the years 2013-2016, how-
ever some dated back to 2009.

It is unclear what connec-
tion there might be, but 
the fact that Mandelblit’s 
office is not brushing off the 
information means that it 
has not yet been previously 
checked. •

PRESIDENT REUVEN RIVLIN addresses the IDI conference at Tel 
Aviv University yesterday. (Avshalom Sassoni)
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Rivlin: I won’t be intimidated about tasking next gov’t
• By ALON EINHORN

“I will not be seduced by 
flattery or be intimidat-
ed,” said President Reuven 
Rivlin on Thursday in rela-
tion to his decision on who 
to entrust with forming the 
government after the April 9 
elections.

“Recently there has been 
a discussion about my per-
sonal views, who... I will 
task with forming the gov-
ernment,” Rivlin said. “I 
will act according to law as 

I did in the previous elec-
tion campaign, and like my 
predecessors, all the former 
Israeli presidents, did in the 
past.”

Rivlin spoke at a confer-
ence called Other Think-
ers, initiated by the Israel 
Democracy Institute and 
held at Tel Aviv University.

“Elections are an oppor-
tunity to talk, listen and 
decide,” the president said. 
“The elections indeed con-
front us with our most com-
plex challenges and issues, 

with positions that are some-
times unpleasant to hear 
and unpleasant to say, with 
all the rocks of controversy 
around which our demo-
cratic system is formed. But 
these are important discus-
sions because they are the 
ones that enable the core 
existence of our democracy, 
an existence that allows for a 
multiplicity of voices, which 
sanctifies a variety of ideas, 
and which respects every 
man and woman wherever 
they may be - despite and 

because their opinions are 
different from mine.”

“In recent years, the dis-
tinction between Right 
and Left, both political-
ly and militarily, has been 
blurred,” Rivlin continued. 
“There are still ideologi-
cal camps, but at the cen-
ter of the political map are 
new questions: economics, 
health, religion and state, 
equality of burden, the rule 
of law and the status of the 
court, liberal democracy, 
the law of nationality, and 

even – to my amazement 
– the legalization of canna-
bis.”

Rivlin stressed: “One has 
to remember: No single elec-
tion system exists.”

“Only the ability to talk 
and to create a genuine 
dialogue will enable us to 
ensure a fundamentally 
democratic election cam-
paign, one that gives room 
for all groups in Israel – reli-
gious, secular and ultra-Or-
thodox, Arabs and Jews – to 
the same extent.” 

Eurovision ticket sales reopen to public
220 tickets to finale that were improperly purchased have been voided by KAN

• By AMY SPIRO

The sale of tickets to the Eurovision 
Song Contest reopened Thursday 
evening, 10 days after being halted 
by KAN due to irregularities.

The public broadcaster said on 

Thursday that after its investigation, 
220 tickets to the grand finale on 
May 18 in Tel Aviv were revoked 
from those who had purchased 
them improperly. Those tickets, 
however, will only become available 
once again during the second round 

of sales sometime in April.
Beginning 6 p.m. local time on 

Thursday, Eurovision fans were be 
able to purchase those tickets that 
were still available last Sunday when 
the sale was halted. Those include 
tickets to the VIP green room on 

finale night, seats at the semi-finals 
on May 14 and May 16 and tickets 
to all the dress rehearsals. KAN said 
thousands of tickets to all of those 
shows remain available.

In April, the 220 finale seats that 
were already sold – in addition to a 

second wave of finale tickets – are set 
to go on sale. KAN has yet to provide 
an exact date for that event. The first 
wave of tickets for the grand finale 
sold out within two hours.

Despite the public spat between 
KAN and ticket provider Leaan over 

the irregularities, the public broad-
caster chose to stick with the web-
site.

Tickets to the semi-finals range 
from NIS 750-1,250, and tickets for 
all of the rehearsals range from NIS 
300-1,250.
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not under the direct con-
trol of Hamas and acts inde-
pendently and with its own 
interests.

The group first fired an Ira-
nian-made missile at Tel Aviv 
from the blockaded coastal 
enclave during Operation Pil-
lar of Defense in 2012.

US Special Envoy to the 
Middle East Jason Green-
blatt took to Twitter to blame 
Hamas for the rocket fire, 
tweeting: “Hamas violent-
ly suppresses its own peo-
ple demonstrating against 
Hamas’ rule & failures today 
and NOW fires rockets at cit-
ies in Israel. OUTRAGEOUS! 
This is what prevents the 
world from helping the peo-
ple of Gaza! We strongly sup-
port Israel in defense of its 
citizens. Always!”

The IDF has warned that 
both Hamas and PIJ have 
restored their military capa-
bilities to their pre-2014 
strength, and expect that in 
the next war the southern 
communities bordering the 
Strip would be incessantly 
pounded with rockets and 
mortar attacks.

In late February, PIJ released 
a video claiming it had devel-
oped a new missile, with the 
help of Iran, that is capable 
of striking cities beyond Net-
anya. During a violent escala-
tion between Israel and terror 
groups in the Strip in Novem-
ber the group launched a new 
rocket that hit an apartment 
complex in the southern city 
of Ashkelon, killing one Pal-
estinian man and wounding 
several others.

The IDF intelligence assess-
ment for 2019 has warned 
that Israel is facing a high risk 
of military escalation in the 
Gaza Strip and based on the 
assessment, IDF Chief of Staff 
Lt.-Gen. Aviv Kochavi has pri-
oritized the southern front as 
one that could explode into 
war at any moment. •
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On Thursday, Duda 
explained why his govern-
ment took such offense from 
Netanyahu’s and Katz’s com-
ments.

“I am the president of 
Poland, and I will never 
accept Poles being insulted 
or humiliated or facts being 
distorted that hurt our digni-
ty,” he said. “I am an honest 
person, and that is why I can 
admit historical facts and I 
will never try to contradict 
them. But I will never agree 
with statements that Poles as 
a nation participated in the 
Holocaust or Poland partic-
ipated in the Holocaust. It 
humiliates us and hurts us. 

In my own family, there were 
people murdered by the Ger-
mans, and first and foremost 
[to say the contrary] waters 
down what really happened.”

Duda said that the key word 
is “some” whenever referring 
to Polish collaborators during 
the Holocaust.

“Not Poles as a nation or 
Poles as a society, as a state 
or as an institution,” he 
said. “‘Some people’ is true. 
There were some people on 
this occupied territory. Some 
Poles. Some people who were 
vile.”

When asked about the need 
for the controversial law that 
passed last year making accu-
sations of Polish complicity 
in Nazi war crimes a criminal 
offense and why not just let 
historians debate the issue 
freely, Duda said the entire 
purpose of the law was to 
ensure historical accuracy.

“It was our will to fight for 
only the truth to be in the 
public space. So actually, the 
whole point was this term 
that I hate – ‘Polish death 
camps’ and ‘Polish concen-
tration camps’ – to eliminate 
it from the public space,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, if we 
don’t correct it and people 
come to Poland to see Aus-
chwitz, it becomes natural 
to them that it was a Polish 
camp. If we want them to 
know that it was not, they 
need to see the historical 
truth.”

While Duda said the crisis 
between Israel and Poland 
remains, ties with the Jewish 
community remain strong.

“If we look holistically, I 
can say that it actually took 
a toll on Israeli-Polish rela-
tions but not on Polish-Jew-
ish relations,” he said. “This 
is for a simple reason. The 
words that were said in Isra-
el – first and foremost the 
words of Minister Katz – were 
condemned by Jewish organi-
zations like the World Jewish 
Congress and a lot of others 
as well as by Polish Jewish 
organizations and the chief 
rabbi. We can say that there is 
no problem between Poland 
and Jewish people.”

Poland, he said, is safer for 
Jews today than in other parts 
of Europe. He also dismissed a 
recent news story in a Polish 
paper titled “How to spot a 
Jew” as sick and intolerable.

“Situations such as this 
publication are absolutely 
marginal in Poland,” he said. 
“Nonetheless each and every 
one of them deserves con-
demnation, including the 
one in question.”

“Poles and Jews,” he con-
tinued, “have been living on 
this land together for almost 
1,000 years. Who can tell how 
much Jewish blood is in their 
veins? Nobody knows, so to 
talk about how to recognize 
if someone is Jewish is ridic-
ulous. These are sick people. 

Just sick. What it depends on 
is someone’s upbringing and 
the traditions and that is how 
you decide if you are Jewish 
or not.”

The ongoing crisis, he said, 
ultimately bothers him since 
“I believe that the relations 
between Israel and Poland are 
generally good and we con-
sider ourselves to be friends 
of Israel and we try to make 
sure Israel feels this relation-
ship on many different inter-
national levels starting in the 
EU and how we vote in the 
European Parliament and to 
our position on the United 
Nations Security Council 
where we are still a nonper-
manent member.”

And while Poland will not 
change the controversial 
Holocaust law, he said the 
government would always 
work to ensure that the Nazi 
concentration and death 
camps located in Poland 
remain intact as a warning 
for future generations.

“We want to preserve it as 
testament of the Holocaust 
and the tragedy for future 
generations,” he said. “To a 
certain extent we are deposi-
tories of the pain and damage 
and it is our duty to preserve 
it for future generations and 
to conserve it.” •
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opportunities for young Jews 
and Poles to meet, while both 
she and Poland’s Chief Rabbi 
Michael Schudrich have said 
that hostile rhetoric on both 
sides must be toned down.

Schudrich added that 
despite a recent series of 
antisemitic comments and 
news items in the Polish 
media, Jews are still safe in 
Poland. He says Jews can 
wear Jewish symbols in pub-
lic without fear of attack or 
harassment, noting this is 
not the case in some Western 
European countries.

Concern has been raised 
of late regarding a series of 
antisemitic incidents in the 
Polish media, as well as a rash 
of antisemitic rhetoric online. 
Krawczyk and Schudrich said 
that although they are aware 
of this phenomenon, it must 
be put in context – and that 
the outrage over Foreign Min-
ister Israel Katz’s comments, 
as well as those of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
must be properly understood.

Schudrich argues that there 
has been some condemna-
tion of recent antisemitic 
statements, and also points 
to the rise of antisemitism 
across Europe as evidence 
that Poland is not unique in 
suffering a recurrence of the 
phenomenon.

And he notes that many 
Poles were “genuinely hurt” 
by Katz’s comments.

“Katz was basically saying 
that all Poles are antisemit-
ic, which is hurtful, unnec-
essary, wrong and false,” 
Schudrich told The Jerusalem 
Post.

“While we fight against 
antisemitism, we must look 
at ourselves and think about 
what we should be sensitive 
about and what we say – 
and if we do that, we have a 

chance of making a positive 
change.” 

Schudrich said, however, 
that in the current political 
climate, those who have long-
held antisemitic beliefs now 
feel free to express them in 
public. He pointed to events 
in other countries, such as 
the 2017 neo-Nazi march 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
as evidence of the broader 
nature of this problem.

But he insists that life for 
Polish Jews remains good 
and that Jews may walk 
about publicly wearing Jew-
ish symbols without fear of 
being attacked, something he 
says cannot be said of Jews 
in France and Belgium, for 
example.

“I call it the yarmulke test: 
Can you walk around safe 
with a yarmulke? It’s a crude 
measure of antisemitism, but 
in Warsaw and Krakow we 
have no problems. Can the 
same be said walking with 
a yarmulke in Belgium and 
France?”

Rafal Pankowski, an asso-
ciate professor at Collegium 
Civitas and cofounder of the 
Never Again Association, is 
not quite as sanguine, point-
ing to several severe examples 
of antisemitism in the Polish 
media, saying they constitute 
“a wave of antisemitic dis-
course that has not been seen 
for many years.”

In February, following 
Katz’s comments, Jacek 
Bartyzel, a professor of social 
science at Nicolaus Coperni-
cus University in Torun, said 
on Facebook that: “I can’t get 
worked up about the fact that 
Jews hate us and spit upon us 
– what can you expect from 
that viperish tribe full of arro-
gance, venom and anger?”

The influential right-wing 
news website wPolityce.pl 
then granted Bartyzel a flat-
tering interview where he 
stood by his comments, giv-
ing another academic from 
the same university a plat-
form to defend Bartyzel as 
well.

Two days after Katz’s com-
ments, political journalist 
and commentator Artur Wró-
blewski said on a public radio 
station that “if there was no 
antisemitism, then perhaps 
Israel would invent it.”

And a day after Netanyahu 
said in Warsaw that “Poles 
collaborated with the Nazis,” 
journalist and author Rafal 
Ziemkiewicz accused US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo 
of being “a sales rep of the 
Holocaust industry,” after 
Pompeo stated during a visit 
to Poland that the coun-
try had to address concerns 
about property restitution for 
Holocaust survivors.

Meanwhile, the right-wing 
Warszawska Gazeta ran a 
front page in February with 
the headline “This is how the 
Jews murdered the Poles,” 
which highlighted the Jewish 
background of some Commu-
nist-era judges and officials 
who sentenced high-ranking 
Poles to death following the 
World War II.

And just last week, the 
right-wing weekly newspaper 
Tylko Polska issued an edi-
tion with a front-page head-
line telling readers “how to 
recognize a Jew,” including 

by “Names, anthropological 
features, expressions, appear-
ances, character traits, meth-
ods of operation” and “dis-
information activities,” the 
Polsat news website reported 
on Wednesday.

The article added “How to 
defeat them? This cannot go 
on!” The newspaper itself 
was available for purchase in 
a kiosk in the Polish parlia-
ment.

But Krawczyk, head of 
the Union of Jewish Com-
munities in Poland is, like 
Schudrich, more cautious 
when discussing these recent 
incidents.

She, too, says Katz’s com-
ments were deeply unhelpful, 
and noted, like Pankowski, 
that the diplomatic row with 
Israel is being used by politi-
cians in Poland to drum up 
support, although she accus-
es Israeli politicians of the 
same.

Krawczyk also underlines 
the historical and societal 
context of these debates, not-
ing that Poland was devas-
tated by the World War II 
and was occupied by both the 
Nazi regime and the Soviet 
Union, yet never established 
a puppet government that 
collaborated with either side.

Poles therefore see them-
selves as not responsible for 
the Holocaust, she explained, 
because there was no formal 
collaboration on the state 
level.

Krawczyk nevertheless con-
cedes that the recent out-
break of antisemitic rhetoric 
is worrying and that it needs 
to be addressed.

“It worries me, because if it 
is coming from people with 
higher education and aca-
demics who are copying rhet-
oric of pre-war right-wing 
groups that were responsible 
for acts of physical antisemi-
tism, [then] we have a reason 
to be concerned and worried 
about that,” she says.

Krawczyk said there is now 
a need to promote educa-
tional initiatives in Poland at 
the most fundamental level 
to underline the toxicity of 
antisemitism, saying the Pol-
ish government should part-
ner in such projects.

She also suggested broaden-
ing the interaction of Jewish 
and Israeli high-school pupils 
visiting Poland to meet with 
their Polish peers, as some 
groups have done, in order to 
increase understanding.

“This should be encouraged 
and developed. If we say all 
Poles are antisemites, and 
the other side says Jews are 
ungrateful, greedy and con-
spiring, then the possibili-
ty of dialogue is completely 
closed and there is nothing to 
talk about.” •
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got into a brief but unusual 
verbal spat with High Court 
President Esther Hayut.

After Smotrich interject-
ed with comments about 
the hearing in a voice loud 
enough for those in the court 
to hear, Hayut insisted he 
refrain from speaking like the 
rest of the non-lawyer audi-
ence in attendance.

Smotrich responded by yell-
ing at Hayut that she needed 
to respect him as an MK and 
needed to stop disrespecting 
the Knesset.

Hayut responded that while 
it might be custom for peo-
ple to interrupt each other 
and call out in the Knesset, in 
the High Court this was not 
allowed and only the lawyers 
for the various parties were 
allowed to speak.

Generally, the only time 
that non-lawyers can speak 
are when defendants who 
have been convicted can 
make a statement expressing 
regret as part of their sen-
tencing hearing. Ben-Ari 
was given special permission 
because his candidacy for the 
Knesset was in question, but 
multiple left-wing politicians 
in attendance were also not 
permitted to speak.

The purpose of the poli-
tics-blind rule that allows 
only lawyers to speak is to 
maintain order and decorum.

Following the conclusion of 
the Ben-Ari hearing there was 
yelling and pushing outside 
the court by activists sup-
porting the opposing sides.

Later Thursday, the High 
Court heard the petition 
regarding Balad-UAL.

Balad – the party or its 
members – have been dis-
qualified by the committee in 
all recent elections but have 
then been reinstated each 
time by the High Court.

Adalah also took part in 
the petition, arguing that the 
committee has become so 
politicized that it should lose 
the authority to deal with the 
issue of disqualification.

On Wednesday, the High 
Court heard multiple peti-
tions to disqualify the 
Hadash-Ta’al Israeli-Arab par-
ties and Hadash Knesset can-
didate Ofer Kassif. •
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and Mano Geva found that if 
elections would be held now, 
Blue and White would win 
31 seats, five less than in the 
last survey taken by the same 
pollsters eight days earlier.

The Likud also fell – to 28 
seats, down from 30 in the 
last poll.

The poll also showed a 64 
to 56 lead for the Right-Cen-
ter bloc over the Left-Cen-
ter bloc, the largest since 
elections were initiated on 
December 24.

But the poll indicated that 
results could change dramat-
ically at the last moment, 
because six parties are tee-
tering on the 3.25% elector-
al threshold with four seats 
each.

One of those is the New 
Right Party led by Naftali 
Bennett and Ayelet Shaked. 
Former Jerusalem Post colum-
nist Caroline Glick is sixth 
on the list.

The poll predicted 10 seats 
for Labor; seven each for 
Hadash-Ta’al, United Torah 
Judaism and the Union of 
Right-Wing Parties; six for 
Shas; and four each for Kula-
nu, Yisrael Beytenu, Meretz, 
Balad-United Arab List, Zehut 
and New Right.

Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu leads Gantz in fit-
ness to be prime minister by 
9% – 40% to 31% – according 
to the poll; a month ago, they 
were equally considered fit. 
Gantz had received 34% in 
the last poll. 

Some 18% said neither of 
them was fit to be prime min-
ister while 11% said they did 
not know.

Sources in Blue and White 
said they expected the party 
to rise in the polls as the elec-
tion approaches.

The poll of 510 respondents 
represented a statistical sam-
ple of the population and had 
a 4.4% margin of error. •
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However, in February the 
State Comptroller indirect-
ly revealed a new potential 
piece to Case 3000 that the 
police had not investigated.

In explaining its decision 
to reject Netanyahu’s request 
to finance his legal defense 
of public corruption charges 
from donations from his 
cousin – tycoon Nathan Mili-
kowsky – the comptroller dis-
closed that the prime minis-
ter and Milikowsky had joint 
business interests up until 
2009, including throughout 
Netanyahu’s early months as 
prime minister.

The comptroller also con-
nected Milikowsky indirect-
ly to Thyssenkrupp and to 
David Shimron, one of the 
primary suspects in Case 
3000 and Netanyahu’s cousin 
and former top aide.

On Wednesday night, 
Channel 13 said it had uncov-
ered evidence that up until 
2010, Netanyahu and Mili-
kowsky each owned shares 
in GrafTech International, a 
company that provided ser-
vices to Thyssenkrupp.

According to Channel 13 
on Thursday night, Netanya-
hu received $4,300,873 for 
the sale of his shares. 

Attorney-General Avichai 
Mandelblit is now reviewing 
whether their indirect con-
nection to Thyssenkrupp 
could be related to the broad-
er bribery scheme of Case 
3000.

Though the prime minister 
is still not a suspect in Case 
3000, his spokesman issued 
a statement attacking the 
comptroller and the media 
for mentioning the 10-year-
old business interests of Net-
anyahu and Milikowsky.

The statement called them 
irrelevant, deeming media 
reports trying to connect 
dots between Netanyahu and 
Case 3000 to be “fake news.”

Furthermore, Netanyahu 
added that when he sold 
his shares in 2010, the sale 
was reported and approved 
according to law.

Many of the developments 
mentioned in the police’s 
public statements about Case 
3000 related to the year 2012 
or the years 2013-2016, how-
ever some dated back to 2009.

It is unclear what connec-
tion there might be, but 
the fact that Mandelblit’s 
office is not brushing off the 
information means that it 
has not yet been previously 
checked. •

PRESIDENT REUVEN RIVLIN addresses the IDI conference at Tel 
Aviv University yesterday. (Avshalom Sassoni)

NEWS10 F R I D AY,  M A R C H  15 ,  2 019    T H E  J E R U S A L E M  P O S T

Rivlin: I won’t be intimidated about tasking next gov’t
• By ALON EINHORN

“I will not be seduced by 
flattery or be intimidat-
ed,” said President Reuven 
Rivlin on Thursday in rela-
tion to his decision on who 
to entrust with forming the 
government after the April 9 
elections.

“Recently there has been 
a discussion about my per-
sonal views, who... I will 
task with forming the gov-
ernment,” Rivlin said. “I 
will act according to law as 

I did in the previous elec-
tion campaign, and like my 
predecessors, all the former 
Israeli presidents, did in the 
past.”

Rivlin spoke at a confer-
ence called Other Think-
ers, initiated by the Israel 
Democracy Institute and 
held at Tel Aviv University.

“Elections are an oppor-
tunity to talk, listen and 
decide,” the president said. 
“The elections indeed con-
front us with our most com-
plex challenges and issues, 

with positions that are some-
times unpleasant to hear 
and unpleasant to say, with 
all the rocks of controversy 
around which our demo-
cratic system is formed. But 
these are important discus-
sions because they are the 
ones that enable the core 
existence of our democracy, 
an existence that allows for a 
multiplicity of voices, which 
sanctifies a variety of ideas, 
and which respects every 
man and woman wherever 
they may be - despite and 

because their opinions are 
different from mine.”

“In recent years, the dis-
tinction between Right 
and Left, both political-
ly and militarily, has been 
blurred,” Rivlin continued. 
“There are still ideologi-
cal camps, but at the cen-
ter of the political map are 
new questions: economics, 
health, religion and state, 
equality of burden, the rule 
of law and the status of the 
court, liberal democracy, 
the law of nationality, and 

even – to my amazement 
– the legalization of canna-
bis.”

Rivlin stressed: “One has 
to remember: No single elec-
tion system exists.”

“Only the ability to talk 
and to create a genuine 
dialogue will enable us to 
ensure a fundamentally 
democratic election cam-
paign, one that gives room 
for all groups in Israel – reli-
gious, secular and ultra-Or-
thodox, Arabs and Jews – to 
the same extent.” 

Eurovision ticket sales reopen to public
220 tickets to finale that were improperly purchased have been voided by KAN

• By AMY SPIRO

The sale of tickets to the Eurovision 
Song Contest reopened Thursday 
evening, 10 days after being halted 
by KAN due to irregularities.

The public broadcaster said on 

Thursday that after its investigation, 
220 tickets to the grand finale on 
May 18 in Tel Aviv were revoked 
from those who had purchased 
them improperly. Those tickets, 
however, will only become available 
once again during the second round 

of sales sometime in April.
Beginning 6 p.m. local time on 

Thursday, Eurovision fans were be 
able to purchase those tickets that 
were still available last Sunday when 
the sale was halted. Those include 
tickets to the VIP green room on 

finale night, seats at the semi-finals 
on May 14 and May 16 and tickets 
to all the dress rehearsals. KAN said 
thousands of tickets to all of those 
shows remain available.

In April, the 220 finale seats that 
were already sold – in addition to a 

second wave of finale tickets – are set 
to go on sale. KAN has yet to provide 
an exact date for that event. The first 
wave of tickets for the grand finale 
sold out within two hours.

Despite the public spat between 
KAN and ticket provider Leaan over 

the irregularities, the public broad-
caster chose to stick with the web-
site.

Tickets to the semi-finals range 
from NIS 750-1,250, and tickets for 
all of the rehearsals range from NIS 
300-1,250.
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not under the direct con-
trol of Hamas and acts inde-
pendently and with its own 
interests.

The group first fired an Ira-
nian-made missile at Tel Aviv 
from the blockaded coastal 
enclave during Operation Pil-
lar of Defense in 2012.

US Special Envoy to the 
Middle East Jason Green-
blatt took to Twitter to blame 
Hamas for the rocket fire, 
tweeting: “Hamas violent-
ly suppresses its own peo-
ple demonstrating against 
Hamas’ rule & failures today 
and NOW fires rockets at cit-
ies in Israel. OUTRAGEOUS! 
This is what prevents the 
world from helping the peo-
ple of Gaza! We strongly sup-
port Israel in defense of its 
citizens. Always!”

The IDF has warned that 
both Hamas and PIJ have 
restored their military capa-
bilities to their pre-2014 
strength, and expect that in 
the next war the southern 
communities bordering the 
Strip would be incessantly 
pounded with rockets and 
mortar attacks.

In late February, PIJ released 
a video claiming it had devel-
oped a new missile, with the 
help of Iran, that is capable 
of striking cities beyond Net-
anya. During a violent escala-
tion between Israel and terror 
groups in the Strip in Novem-
ber the group launched a new 
rocket that hit an apartment 
complex in the southern city 
of Ashkelon, killing one Pal-
estinian man and wounding 
several others.

The IDF intelligence assess-
ment for 2019 has warned 
that Israel is facing a high risk 
of military escalation in the 
Gaza Strip and based on the 
assessment, IDF Chief of Staff 
Lt.-Gen. Aviv Kochavi has pri-
oritized the southern front as 
one that could explode into 
war at any moment. •
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On Thursday, Duda 
explained why his govern-
ment took such offense from 
Netanyahu’s and Katz’s com-
ments.

“I am the president of 
Poland, and I will never 
accept Poles being insulted 
or humiliated or facts being 
distorted that hurt our digni-
ty,” he said. “I am an honest 
person, and that is why I can 
admit historical facts and I 
will never try to contradict 
them. But I will never agree 
with statements that Poles as 
a nation participated in the 
Holocaust or Poland partic-
ipated in the Holocaust. It 
humiliates us and hurts us. 

In my own family, there were 
people murdered by the Ger-
mans, and first and foremost 
[to say the contrary] waters 
down what really happened.”

Duda said that the key word 
is “some” whenever referring 
to Polish collaborators during 
the Holocaust.

“Not Poles as a nation or 
Poles as a society, as a state 
or as an institution,” he 
said. “‘Some people’ is true. 
There were some people on 
this occupied territory. Some 
Poles. Some people who were 
vile.”

When asked about the need 
for the controversial law that 
passed last year making accu-
sations of Polish complicity 
in Nazi war crimes a criminal 
offense and why not just let 
historians debate the issue 
freely, Duda said the entire 
purpose of the law was to 
ensure historical accuracy.

“It was our will to fight for 
only the truth to be in the 
public space. So actually, the 
whole point was this term 
that I hate – ‘Polish death 
camps’ and ‘Polish concen-
tration camps’ – to eliminate 
it from the public space,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, if we 
don’t correct it and people 
come to Poland to see Aus-
chwitz, it becomes natural 
to them that it was a Polish 
camp. If we want them to 
know that it was not, they 
need to see the historical 
truth.”

While Duda said the crisis 
between Israel and Poland 
remains, ties with the Jewish 
community remain strong.

“If we look holistically, I 
can say that it actually took 
a toll on Israeli-Polish rela-
tions but not on Polish-Jew-
ish relations,” he said. “This 
is for a simple reason. The 
words that were said in Isra-
el – first and foremost the 
words of Minister Katz – were 
condemned by Jewish organi-
zations like the World Jewish 
Congress and a lot of others 
as well as by Polish Jewish 
organizations and the chief 
rabbi. We can say that there is 
no problem between Poland 
and Jewish people.”

Poland, he said, is safer for 
Jews today than in other parts 
of Europe. He also dismissed a 
recent news story in a Polish 
paper titled “How to spot a 
Jew” as sick and intolerable.

“Situations such as this 
publication are absolutely 
marginal in Poland,” he said. 
“Nonetheless each and every 
one of them deserves con-
demnation, including the 
one in question.”

“Poles and Jews,” he con-
tinued, “have been living on 
this land together for almost 
1,000 years. Who can tell how 
much Jewish blood is in their 
veins? Nobody knows, so to 
talk about how to recognize 
if someone is Jewish is ridic-
ulous. These are sick people. 

Just sick. What it depends on 
is someone’s upbringing and 
the traditions and that is how 
you decide if you are Jewish 
or not.”

The ongoing crisis, he said, 
ultimately bothers him since 
“I believe that the relations 
between Israel and Poland are 
generally good and we con-
sider ourselves to be friends 
of Israel and we try to make 
sure Israel feels this relation-
ship on many different inter-
national levels starting in the 
EU and how we vote in the 
European Parliament and to 
our position on the United 
Nations Security Council 
where we are still a nonper-
manent member.”

And while Poland will not 
change the controversial 
Holocaust law, he said the 
government would always 
work to ensure that the Nazi 
concentration and death 
camps located in Poland 
remain intact as a warning 
for future generations.

“We want to preserve it as 
testament of the Holocaust 
and the tragedy for future 
generations,” he said. “To a 
certain extent we are deposi-
tories of the pain and damage 
and it is our duty to preserve 
it for future generations and 
to conserve it.” •
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opportunities for young Jews 
and Poles to meet, while both 
she and Poland’s Chief Rabbi 
Michael Schudrich have said 
that hostile rhetoric on both 
sides must be toned down.

Schudrich added that 
despite a recent series of 
antisemitic comments and 
news items in the Polish 
media, Jews are still safe in 
Poland. He says Jews can 
wear Jewish symbols in pub-
lic without fear of attack or 
harassment, noting this is 
not the case in some Western 
European countries.

Concern has been raised 
of late regarding a series of 
antisemitic incidents in the 
Polish media, as well as a rash 
of antisemitic rhetoric online. 
Krawczyk and Schudrich said 
that although they are aware 
of this phenomenon, it must 
be put in context – and that 
the outrage over Foreign Min-
ister Israel Katz’s comments, 
as well as those of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
must be properly understood.

Schudrich argues that there 
has been some condemna-
tion of recent antisemitic 
statements, and also points 
to the rise of antisemitism 
across Europe as evidence 
that Poland is not unique in 
suffering a recurrence of the 
phenomenon.

And he notes that many 
Poles were “genuinely hurt” 
by Katz’s comments.

“Katz was basically saying 
that all Poles are antisemit-
ic, which is hurtful, unnec-
essary, wrong and false,” 
Schudrich told The Jerusalem 
Post.

“While we fight against 
antisemitism, we must look 
at ourselves and think about 
what we should be sensitive 
about and what we say – 
and if we do that, we have a 

chance of making a positive 
change.” 

Schudrich said, however, 
that in the current political 
climate, those who have long-
held antisemitic beliefs now 
feel free to express them in 
public. He pointed to events 
in other countries, such as 
the 2017 neo-Nazi march 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
as evidence of the broader 
nature of this problem.

But he insists that life for 
Polish Jews remains good 
and that Jews may walk 
about publicly wearing Jew-
ish symbols without fear of 
being attacked, something he 
says cannot be said of Jews 
in France and Belgium, for 
example.

“I call it the yarmulke test: 
Can you walk around safe 
with a yarmulke? It’s a crude 
measure of antisemitism, but 
in Warsaw and Krakow we 
have no problems. Can the 
same be said walking with 
a yarmulke in Belgium and 
France?”

Rafal Pankowski, an asso-
ciate professor at Collegium 
Civitas and cofounder of the 
Never Again Association, is 
not quite as sanguine, point-
ing to several severe examples 
of antisemitism in the Polish 
media, saying they constitute 
“a wave of antisemitic dis-
course that has not been seen 
for many years.”

In February, following 
Katz’s comments, Jacek 
Bartyzel, a professor of social 
science at Nicolaus Coperni-
cus University in Torun, said 
on Facebook that: “I can’t get 
worked up about the fact that 
Jews hate us and spit upon us 
– what can you expect from 
that viperish tribe full of arro-
gance, venom and anger?”

The influential right-wing 
news website wPolityce.pl 
then granted Bartyzel a flat-
tering interview where he 
stood by his comments, giv-
ing another academic from 
the same university a plat-
form to defend Bartyzel as 
well.

Two days after Katz’s com-
ments, political journalist 
and commentator Artur Wró-
blewski said on a public radio 
station that “if there was no 
antisemitism, then perhaps 
Israel would invent it.”

And a day after Netanyahu 
said in Warsaw that “Poles 
collaborated with the Nazis,” 
journalist and author Rafal 
Ziemkiewicz accused US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo 
of being “a sales rep of the 
Holocaust industry,” after 
Pompeo stated during a visit 
to Poland that the coun-
try had to address concerns 
about property restitution for 
Holocaust survivors.

Meanwhile, the right-wing 
Warszawska Gazeta ran a 
front page in February with 
the headline “This is how the 
Jews murdered the Poles,” 
which highlighted the Jewish 
background of some Commu-
nist-era judges and officials 
who sentenced high-ranking 
Poles to death following the 
World War II.

And just last week, the 
right-wing weekly newspaper 
Tylko Polska issued an edi-
tion with a front-page head-
line telling readers “how to 
recognize a Jew,” including 

by “Names, anthropological 
features, expressions, appear-
ances, character traits, meth-
ods of operation” and “dis-
information activities,” the 
Polsat news website reported 
on Wednesday.

The article added “How to 
defeat them? This cannot go 
on!” The newspaper itself 
was available for purchase in 
a kiosk in the Polish parlia-
ment.

But Krawczyk, head of 
the Union of Jewish Com-
munities in Poland is, like 
Schudrich, more cautious 
when discussing these recent 
incidents.

She, too, says Katz’s com-
ments were deeply unhelpful, 
and noted, like Pankowski, 
that the diplomatic row with 
Israel is being used by politi-
cians in Poland to drum up 
support, although she accus-
es Israeli politicians of the 
same.

Krawczyk also underlines 
the historical and societal 
context of these debates, not-
ing that Poland was devas-
tated by the World War II 
and was occupied by both the 
Nazi regime and the Soviet 
Union, yet never established 
a puppet government that 
collaborated with either side.

Poles therefore see them-
selves as not responsible for 
the Holocaust, she explained, 
because there was no formal 
collaboration on the state 
level.

Krawczyk nevertheless con-
cedes that the recent out-
break of antisemitic rhetoric 
is worrying and that it needs 
to be addressed.

“It worries me, because if it 
is coming from people with 
higher education and aca-
demics who are copying rhet-
oric of pre-war right-wing 
groups that were responsible 
for acts of physical antisemi-
tism, [then] we have a reason 
to be concerned and worried 
about that,” she says.

Krawczyk said there is now 
a need to promote educa-
tional initiatives in Poland at 
the most fundamental level 
to underline the toxicity of 
antisemitism, saying the Pol-
ish government should part-
ner in such projects.

She also suggested broaden-
ing the interaction of Jewish 
and Israeli high-school pupils 
visiting Poland to meet with 
their Polish peers, as some 
groups have done, in order to 
increase understanding.

“This should be encouraged 
and developed. If we say all 
Poles are antisemites, and 
the other side says Jews are 
ungrateful, greedy and con-
spiring, then the possibili-
ty of dialogue is completely 
closed and there is nothing to 
talk about.” •
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got into a brief but unusual 
verbal spat with High Court 
President Esther Hayut.

After Smotrich interject-
ed with comments about 
the hearing in a voice loud 
enough for those in the court 
to hear, Hayut insisted he 
refrain from speaking like the 
rest of the non-lawyer audi-
ence in attendance.

Smotrich responded by yell-
ing at Hayut that she needed 
to respect him as an MK and 
needed to stop disrespecting 
the Knesset.

Hayut responded that while 
it might be custom for peo-
ple to interrupt each other 
and call out in the Knesset, in 
the High Court this was not 
allowed and only the lawyers 
for the various parties were 
allowed to speak.

Generally, the only time 
that non-lawyers can speak 
are when defendants who 
have been convicted can 
make a statement expressing 
regret as part of their sen-
tencing hearing. Ben-Ari 
was given special permission 
because his candidacy for the 
Knesset was in question, but 
multiple left-wing politicians 
in attendance were also not 
permitted to speak.

The purpose of the poli-
tics-blind rule that allows 
only lawyers to speak is to 
maintain order and decorum.

Following the conclusion of 
the Ben-Ari hearing there was 
yelling and pushing outside 
the court by activists sup-
porting the opposing sides.

Later Thursday, the High 
Court heard the petition 
regarding Balad-UAL.

Balad – the party or its 
members – have been dis-
qualified by the committee in 
all recent elections but have 
then been reinstated each 
time by the High Court.

Adalah also took part in 
the petition, arguing that the 
committee has become so 
politicized that it should lose 
the authority to deal with the 
issue of disqualification.

On Wednesday, the High 
Court heard multiple peti-
tions to disqualify the 
Hadash-Ta’al Israeli-Arab par-
ties and Hadash Knesset can-
didate Ofer Kassif. •
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and Mano Geva found that if 
elections would be held now, 
Blue and White would win 
31 seats, five less than in the 
last survey taken by the same 
pollsters eight days earlier.

The Likud also fell – to 28 
seats, down from 30 in the 
last poll.

The poll also showed a 64 
to 56 lead for the Right-Cen-
ter bloc over the Left-Cen-
ter bloc, the largest since 
elections were initiated on 
December 24.

But the poll indicated that 
results could change dramat-
ically at the last moment, 
because six parties are tee-
tering on the 3.25% elector-
al threshold with four seats 
each.

One of those is the New 
Right Party led by Naftali 
Bennett and Ayelet Shaked. 
Former Jerusalem Post colum-
nist Caroline Glick is sixth 
on the list.

The poll predicted 10 seats 
for Labor; seven each for 
Hadash-Ta’al, United Torah 
Judaism and the Union of 
Right-Wing Parties; six for 
Shas; and four each for Kula-
nu, Yisrael Beytenu, Meretz, 
Balad-United Arab List, Zehut 
and New Right.

Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu leads Gantz in fit-
ness to be prime minister by 
9% – 40% to 31% – according 
to the poll; a month ago, they 
were equally considered fit. 
Gantz had received 34% in 
the last poll. 

Some 18% said neither of 
them was fit to be prime min-
ister while 11% said they did 
not know.

Sources in Blue and White 
said they expected the party 
to rise in the polls as the elec-
tion approaches.

The poll of 510 respondents 
represented a statistical sam-
ple of the population and had 
a 4.4% margin of error. •
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However, in February the 
State Comptroller indirect-
ly revealed a new potential 
piece to Case 3000 that the 
police had not investigated.

In explaining its decision 
to reject Netanyahu’s request 
to finance his legal defense 
of public corruption charges 
from donations from his 
cousin – tycoon Nathan Mili-
kowsky – the comptroller dis-
closed that the prime minis-
ter and Milikowsky had joint 
business interests up until 
2009, including throughout 
Netanyahu’s early months as 
prime minister.

The comptroller also con-
nected Milikowsky indirect-
ly to Thyssenkrupp and to 
David Shimron, one of the 
primary suspects in Case 
3000 and Netanyahu’s cousin 
and former top aide.

On Wednesday night, 
Channel 13 said it had uncov-
ered evidence that up until 
2010, Netanyahu and Mili-
kowsky each owned shares 
in GrafTech International, a 
company that provided ser-
vices to Thyssenkrupp.

According to Channel 13 
on Thursday night, Netanya-
hu received $4,300,873 for 
the sale of his shares. 

Attorney-General Avichai 
Mandelblit is now reviewing 
whether their indirect con-
nection to Thyssenkrupp 
could be related to the broad-
er bribery scheme of Case 
3000.

Though the prime minister 
is still not a suspect in Case 
3000, his spokesman issued 
a statement attacking the 
comptroller and the media 
for mentioning the 10-year-
old business interests of Net-
anyahu and Milikowsky.

The statement called them 
irrelevant, deeming media 
reports trying to connect 
dots between Netanyahu and 
Case 3000 to be “fake news.”

Furthermore, Netanyahu 
added that when he sold 
his shares in 2010, the sale 
was reported and approved 
according to law.

Many of the developments 
mentioned in the police’s 
public statements about Case 
3000 related to the year 2012 
or the years 2013-2016, how-
ever some dated back to 2009.

It is unclear what connec-
tion there might be, but 
the fact that Mandelblit’s 
office is not brushing off the 
information means that it 
has not yet been previously 
checked. •

PRESIDENT REUVEN RIVLIN addresses the IDI conference at Tel 
Aviv University yesterday. (Avshalom Sassoni)
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Rivlin: I won’t be intimidated about tasking next gov’t
• By ALON EINHORN

“I will not be seduced by 
flattery or be intimidat-
ed,” said President Reuven 
Rivlin on Thursday in rela-
tion to his decision on who 
to entrust with forming the 
government after the April 9 
elections.

“Recently there has been 
a discussion about my per-
sonal views, who... I will 
task with forming the gov-
ernment,” Rivlin said. “I 
will act according to law as 

I did in the previous elec-
tion campaign, and like my 
predecessors, all the former 
Israeli presidents, did in the 
past.”

Rivlin spoke at a confer-
ence called Other Think-
ers, initiated by the Israel 
Democracy Institute and 
held at Tel Aviv University.

“Elections are an oppor-
tunity to talk, listen and 
decide,” the president said. 
“The elections indeed con-
front us with our most com-
plex challenges and issues, 

with positions that are some-
times unpleasant to hear 
and unpleasant to say, with 
all the rocks of controversy 
around which our demo-
cratic system is formed. But 
these are important discus-
sions because they are the 
ones that enable the core 
existence of our democracy, 
an existence that allows for a 
multiplicity of voices, which 
sanctifies a variety of ideas, 
and which respects every 
man and woman wherever 
they may be - despite and 

because their opinions are 
different from mine.”

“In recent years, the dis-
tinction between Right 
and Left, both political-
ly and militarily, has been 
blurred,” Rivlin continued. 
“There are still ideologi-
cal camps, but at the cen-
ter of the political map are 
new questions: economics, 
health, religion and state, 
equality of burden, the rule 
of law and the status of the 
court, liberal democracy, 
the law of nationality, and 

even – to my amazement 
– the legalization of canna-
bis.”

Rivlin stressed: “One has 
to remember: No single elec-
tion system exists.”

“Only the ability to talk 
and to create a genuine 
dialogue will enable us to 
ensure a fundamentally 
democratic election cam-
paign, one that gives room 
for all groups in Israel – reli-
gious, secular and ultra-Or-
thodox, Arabs and Jews – to 
the same extent.” 

Eurovision ticket sales reopen to public
220 tickets to finale that were improperly purchased have been voided by KAN

• By AMY SPIRO

The sale of tickets to the Eurovision 
Song Contest reopened Thursday 
evening, 10 days after being halted 
by KAN due to irregularities.

The public broadcaster said on 

Thursday that after its investigation, 
220 tickets to the grand finale on 
May 18 in Tel Aviv were revoked 
from those who had purchased 
them improperly. Those tickets, 
however, will only become available 
once again during the second round 

of sales sometime in April.
Beginning 6 p.m. local time on 

Thursday, Eurovision fans were be 
able to purchase those tickets that 
were still available last Sunday when 
the sale was halted. Those include 
tickets to the VIP green room on 

finale night, seats at the semi-finals 
on May 14 and May 16 and tickets 
to all the dress rehearsals. KAN said 
thousands of tickets to all of those 
shows remain available.

In April, the 220 finale seats that 
were already sold – in addition to a 

second wave of finale tickets – are set 
to go on sale. KAN has yet to provide 
an exact date for that event. The first 
wave of tickets for the grand finale 
sold out within two hours.

Despite the public spat between 
KAN and ticket provider Leaan over 

the irregularities, the public broad-
caster chose to stick with the web-
site.

Tickets to the semi-finals range 
from NIS 750-1,250, and tickets for 
all of the rehearsals range from NIS 
300-1,250.
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not under the direct con-
trol of Hamas and acts inde-
pendently and with its own 
interests.

The group first fired an Ira-
nian-made missile at Tel Aviv 
from the blockaded coastal 
enclave during Operation Pil-
lar of Defense in 2012.

US Special Envoy to the 
Middle East Jason Green-
blatt took to Twitter to blame 
Hamas for the rocket fire, 
tweeting: “Hamas violent-
ly suppresses its own peo-
ple demonstrating against 
Hamas’ rule & failures today 
and NOW fires rockets at cit-
ies in Israel. OUTRAGEOUS! 
This is what prevents the 
world from helping the peo-
ple of Gaza! We strongly sup-
port Israel in defense of its 
citizens. Always!”

The IDF has warned that 
both Hamas and PIJ have 
restored their military capa-
bilities to their pre-2014 
strength, and expect that in 
the next war the southern 
communities bordering the 
Strip would be incessantly 
pounded with rockets and 
mortar attacks.

In late February, PIJ released 
a video claiming it had devel-
oped a new missile, with the 
help of Iran, that is capable 
of striking cities beyond Net-
anya. During a violent escala-
tion between Israel and terror 
groups in the Strip in Novem-
ber the group launched a new 
rocket that hit an apartment 
complex in the southern city 
of Ashkelon, killing one Pal-
estinian man and wounding 
several others.

The IDF intelligence assess-
ment for 2019 has warned 
that Israel is facing a high risk 
of military escalation in the 
Gaza Strip and based on the 
assessment, IDF Chief of Staff 
Lt.-Gen. Aviv Kochavi has pri-
oritized the southern front as 
one that could explode into 
war at any moment. •
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On Thursday, Duda 
explained why his govern-
ment took such offense from 
Netanyahu’s and Katz’s com-
ments.

“I am the president of 
Poland, and I will never 
accept Poles being insulted 
or humiliated or facts being 
distorted that hurt our digni-
ty,” he said. “I am an honest 
person, and that is why I can 
admit historical facts and I 
will never try to contradict 
them. But I will never agree 
with statements that Poles as 
a nation participated in the 
Holocaust or Poland partic-
ipated in the Holocaust. It 
humiliates us and hurts us. 

In my own family, there were 
people murdered by the Ger-
mans, and first and foremost 
[to say the contrary] waters 
down what really happened.”

Duda said that the key word 
is “some” whenever referring 
to Polish collaborators during 
the Holocaust.

“Not Poles as a nation or 
Poles as a society, as a state 
or as an institution,” he 
said. “‘Some people’ is true. 
There were some people on 
this occupied territory. Some 
Poles. Some people who were 
vile.”

When asked about the need 
for the controversial law that 
passed last year making accu-
sations of Polish complicity 
in Nazi war crimes a criminal 
offense and why not just let 
historians debate the issue 
freely, Duda said the entire 
purpose of the law was to 
ensure historical accuracy.

“It was our will to fight for 
only the truth to be in the 
public space. So actually, the 
whole point was this term 
that I hate – ‘Polish death 
camps’ and ‘Polish concen-
tration camps’ – to eliminate 
it from the public space,” he 
said. “Unfortunately, if we 
don’t correct it and people 
come to Poland to see Aus-
chwitz, it becomes natural 
to them that it was a Polish 
camp. If we want them to 
know that it was not, they 
need to see the historical 
truth.”

While Duda said the crisis 
between Israel and Poland 
remains, ties with the Jewish 
community remain strong.

“If we look holistically, I 
can say that it actually took 
a toll on Israeli-Polish rela-
tions but not on Polish-Jew-
ish relations,” he said. “This 
is for a simple reason. The 
words that were said in Isra-
el – first and foremost the 
words of Minister Katz – were 
condemned by Jewish organi-
zations like the World Jewish 
Congress and a lot of others 
as well as by Polish Jewish 
organizations and the chief 
rabbi. We can say that there is 
no problem between Poland 
and Jewish people.”

Poland, he said, is safer for 
Jews today than in other parts 
of Europe. He also dismissed a 
recent news story in a Polish 
paper titled “How to spot a 
Jew” as sick and intolerable.

“Situations such as this 
publication are absolutely 
marginal in Poland,” he said. 
“Nonetheless each and every 
one of them deserves con-
demnation, including the 
one in question.”

“Poles and Jews,” he con-
tinued, “have been living on 
this land together for almost 
1,000 years. Who can tell how 
much Jewish blood is in their 
veins? Nobody knows, so to 
talk about how to recognize 
if someone is Jewish is ridic-
ulous. These are sick people. 

Just sick. What it depends on 
is someone’s upbringing and 
the traditions and that is how 
you decide if you are Jewish 
or not.”

The ongoing crisis, he said, 
ultimately bothers him since 
“I believe that the relations 
between Israel and Poland are 
generally good and we con-
sider ourselves to be friends 
of Israel and we try to make 
sure Israel feels this relation-
ship on many different inter-
national levels starting in the 
EU and how we vote in the 
European Parliament and to 
our position on the United 
Nations Security Council 
where we are still a nonper-
manent member.”

And while Poland will not 
change the controversial 
Holocaust law, he said the 
government would always 
work to ensure that the Nazi 
concentration and death 
camps located in Poland 
remain intact as a warning 
for future generations.

“We want to preserve it as 
testament of the Holocaust 
and the tragedy for future 
generations,” he said. “To a 
certain extent we are deposi-
tories of the pain and damage 
and it is our duty to preserve 
it for future generations and 
to conserve it.” •
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opportunities for young Jews 
and Poles to meet, while both 
she and Poland’s Chief Rabbi 
Michael Schudrich have said 
that hostile rhetoric on both 
sides must be toned down.

Schudrich added that 
despite a recent series of 
antisemitic comments and 
news items in the Polish 
media, Jews are still safe in 
Poland. He says Jews can 
wear Jewish symbols in pub-
lic without fear of attack or 
harassment, noting this is 
not the case in some Western 
European countries.

Concern has been raised 
of late regarding a series of 
antisemitic incidents in the 
Polish media, as well as a rash 
of antisemitic rhetoric online. 
Krawczyk and Schudrich said 
that although they are aware 
of this phenomenon, it must 
be put in context – and that 
the outrage over Foreign Min-
ister Israel Katz’s comments, 
as well as those of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
must be properly understood.

Schudrich argues that there 
has been some condemna-
tion of recent antisemitic 
statements, and also points 
to the rise of antisemitism 
across Europe as evidence 
that Poland is not unique in 
suffering a recurrence of the 
phenomenon.

And he notes that many 
Poles were “genuinely hurt” 
by Katz’s comments.

“Katz was basically saying 
that all Poles are antisemit-
ic, which is hurtful, unnec-
essary, wrong and false,” 
Schudrich told The Jerusalem 
Post.

“While we fight against 
antisemitism, we must look 
at ourselves and think about 
what we should be sensitive 
about and what we say – 
and if we do that, we have a 

chance of making a positive 
change.” 

Schudrich said, however, 
that in the current political 
climate, those who have long-
held antisemitic beliefs now 
feel free to express them in 
public. He pointed to events 
in other countries, such as 
the 2017 neo-Nazi march 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
as evidence of the broader 
nature of this problem.

But he insists that life for 
Polish Jews remains good 
and that Jews may walk 
about publicly wearing Jew-
ish symbols without fear of 
being attacked, something he 
says cannot be said of Jews 
in France and Belgium, for 
example.

“I call it the yarmulke test: 
Can you walk around safe 
with a yarmulke? It’s a crude 
measure of antisemitism, but 
in Warsaw and Krakow we 
have no problems. Can the 
same be said walking with 
a yarmulke in Belgium and 
France?”

Rafal Pankowski, an asso-
ciate professor at Collegium 
Civitas and cofounder of the 
Never Again Association, is 
not quite as sanguine, point-
ing to several severe examples 
of antisemitism in the Polish 
media, saying they constitute 
“a wave of antisemitic dis-
course that has not been seen 
for many years.”

In February, following 
Katz’s comments, Jacek 
Bartyzel, a professor of social 
science at Nicolaus Coperni-
cus University in Torun, said 
on Facebook that: “I can’t get 
worked up about the fact that 
Jews hate us and spit upon us 
– what can you expect from 
that viperish tribe full of arro-
gance, venom and anger?”

The influential right-wing 
news website wPolityce.pl 
then granted Bartyzel a flat-
tering interview where he 
stood by his comments, giv-
ing another academic from 
the same university a plat-
form to defend Bartyzel as 
well.

Two days after Katz’s com-
ments, political journalist 
and commentator Artur Wró-
blewski said on a public radio 
station that “if there was no 
antisemitism, then perhaps 
Israel would invent it.”

And a day after Netanyahu 
said in Warsaw that “Poles 
collaborated with the Nazis,” 
journalist and author Rafal 
Ziemkiewicz accused US Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo 
of being “a sales rep of the 
Holocaust industry,” after 
Pompeo stated during a visit 
to Poland that the coun-
try had to address concerns 
about property restitution for 
Holocaust survivors.

Meanwhile, the right-wing 
Warszawska Gazeta ran a 
front page in February with 
the headline “This is how the 
Jews murdered the Poles,” 
which highlighted the Jewish 
background of some Commu-
nist-era judges and officials 
who sentenced high-ranking 
Poles to death following the 
World War II.

And just last week, the 
right-wing weekly newspaper 
Tylko Polska issued an edi-
tion with a front-page head-
line telling readers “how to 
recognize a Jew,” including 

by “Names, anthropological 
features, expressions, appear-
ances, character traits, meth-
ods of operation” and “dis-
information activities,” the 
Polsat news website reported 
on Wednesday.

The article added “How to 
defeat them? This cannot go 
on!” The newspaper itself 
was available for purchase in 
a kiosk in the Polish parlia-
ment.

But Krawczyk, head of 
the Union of Jewish Com-
munities in Poland is, like 
Schudrich, more cautious 
when discussing these recent 
incidents.

She, too, says Katz’s com-
ments were deeply unhelpful, 
and noted, like Pankowski, 
that the diplomatic row with 
Israel is being used by politi-
cians in Poland to drum up 
support, although she accus-
es Israeli politicians of the 
same.

Krawczyk also underlines 
the historical and societal 
context of these debates, not-
ing that Poland was devas-
tated by the World War II 
and was occupied by both the 
Nazi regime and the Soviet 
Union, yet never established 
a puppet government that 
collaborated with either side.

Poles therefore see them-
selves as not responsible for 
the Holocaust, she explained, 
because there was no formal 
collaboration on the state 
level.

Krawczyk nevertheless con-
cedes that the recent out-
break of antisemitic rhetoric 
is worrying and that it needs 
to be addressed.

“It worries me, because if it 
is coming from people with 
higher education and aca-
demics who are copying rhet-
oric of pre-war right-wing 
groups that were responsible 
for acts of physical antisemi-
tism, [then] we have a reason 
to be concerned and worried 
about that,” she says.

Krawczyk said there is now 
a need to promote educa-
tional initiatives in Poland at 
the most fundamental level 
to underline the toxicity of 
antisemitism, saying the Pol-
ish government should part-
ner in such projects.

She also suggested broaden-
ing the interaction of Jewish 
and Israeli high-school pupils 
visiting Poland to meet with 
their Polish peers, as some 
groups have done, in order to 
increase understanding.

“This should be encouraged 
and developed. If we say all 
Poles are antisemites, and 
the other side says Jews are 
ungrateful, greedy and con-
spiring, then the possibili-
ty of dialogue is completely 
closed and there is nothing to 
talk about.” •
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got into a brief but unusual 
verbal spat with High Court 
President Esther Hayut.

After Smotrich interject-
ed with comments about 
the hearing in a voice loud 
enough for those in the court 
to hear, Hayut insisted he 
refrain from speaking like the 
rest of the non-lawyer audi-
ence in attendance.

Smotrich responded by yell-
ing at Hayut that she needed 
to respect him as an MK and 
needed to stop disrespecting 
the Knesset.

Hayut responded that while 
it might be custom for peo-
ple to interrupt each other 
and call out in the Knesset, in 
the High Court this was not 
allowed and only the lawyers 
for the various parties were 
allowed to speak.

Generally, the only time 
that non-lawyers can speak 
are when defendants who 
have been convicted can 
make a statement expressing 
regret as part of their sen-
tencing hearing. Ben-Ari 
was given special permission 
because his candidacy for the 
Knesset was in question, but 
multiple left-wing politicians 
in attendance were also not 
permitted to speak.

The purpose of the poli-
tics-blind rule that allows 
only lawyers to speak is to 
maintain order and decorum.

Following the conclusion of 
the Ben-Ari hearing there was 
yelling and pushing outside 
the court by activists sup-
porting the opposing sides.

Later Thursday, the High 
Court heard the petition 
regarding Balad-UAL.

Balad – the party or its 
members – have been dis-
qualified by the committee in 
all recent elections but have 
then been reinstated each 
time by the High Court.

Adalah also took part in 
the petition, arguing that the 
committee has become so 
politicized that it should lose 
the authority to deal with the 
issue of disqualification.

On Wednesday, the High 
Court heard multiple peti-
tions to disqualify the 
Hadash-Ta’al Israeli-Arab par-
ties and Hadash Knesset can-
didate Ofer Kassif. •
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and Mano Geva found that if 
elections would be held now, 
Blue and White would win 
31 seats, five less than in the 
last survey taken by the same 
pollsters eight days earlier.

The Likud also fell – to 28 
seats, down from 30 in the 
last poll.

The poll also showed a 64 
to 56 lead for the Right-Cen-
ter bloc over the Left-Cen-
ter bloc, the largest since 
elections were initiated on 
December 24.

But the poll indicated that 
results could change dramat-
ically at the last moment, 
because six parties are tee-
tering on the 3.25% elector-
al threshold with four seats 
each.

One of those is the New 
Right Party led by Naftali 
Bennett and Ayelet Shaked. 
Former Jerusalem Post colum-
nist Caroline Glick is sixth 
on the list.

The poll predicted 10 seats 
for Labor; seven each for 
Hadash-Ta’al, United Torah 
Judaism and the Union of 
Right-Wing Parties; six for 
Shas; and four each for Kula-
nu, Yisrael Beytenu, Meretz, 
Balad-United Arab List, Zehut 
and New Right.

Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu leads Gantz in fit-
ness to be prime minister by 
9% – 40% to 31% – according 
to the poll; a month ago, they 
were equally considered fit. 
Gantz had received 34% in 
the last poll. 

Some 18% said neither of 
them was fit to be prime min-
ister while 11% said they did 
not know.

Sources in Blue and White 
said they expected the party 
to rise in the polls as the elec-
tion approaches.

The poll of 510 respondents 
represented a statistical sam-
ple of the population and had 
a 4.4% margin of error. •
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However, in February the 
State Comptroller indirect-
ly revealed a new potential 
piece to Case 3000 that the 
police had not investigated.

In explaining its decision 
to reject Netanyahu’s request 
to finance his legal defense 
of public corruption charges 
from donations from his 
cousin – tycoon Nathan Mili-
kowsky – the comptroller dis-
closed that the prime minis-
ter and Milikowsky had joint 
business interests up until 
2009, including throughout 
Netanyahu’s early months as 
prime minister.

The comptroller also con-
nected Milikowsky indirect-
ly to Thyssenkrupp and to 
David Shimron, one of the 
primary suspects in Case 
3000 and Netanyahu’s cousin 
and former top aide.

On Wednesday night, 
Channel 13 said it had uncov-
ered evidence that up until 
2010, Netanyahu and Mili-
kowsky each owned shares 
in GrafTech International, a 
company that provided ser-
vices to Thyssenkrupp.

According to Channel 13 
on Thursday night, Netanya-
hu received $4,300,873 for 
the sale of his shares. 

Attorney-General Avichai 
Mandelblit is now reviewing 
whether their indirect con-
nection to Thyssenkrupp 
could be related to the broad-
er bribery scheme of Case 
3000.

Though the prime minister 
is still not a suspect in Case 
3000, his spokesman issued 
a statement attacking the 
comptroller and the media 
for mentioning the 10-year-
old business interests of Net-
anyahu and Milikowsky.

The statement called them 
irrelevant, deeming media 
reports trying to connect 
dots between Netanyahu and 
Case 3000 to be “fake news.”

Furthermore, Netanyahu 
added that when he sold 
his shares in 2010, the sale 
was reported and approved 
according to law.

Many of the developments 
mentioned in the police’s 
public statements about Case 
3000 related to the year 2012 
or the years 2013-2016, how-
ever some dated back to 2009.

It is unclear what connec-
tion there might be, but 
the fact that Mandelblit’s 
office is not brushing off the 
information means that it 
has not yet been previously 
checked. •
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