
hold a 12-hour standoff and unfortunately killed 20 
hostages. Eventually the commandos of Bangladesh 
armed forces had been engaged to deal the situation. 
The government in Bangladesh has certainly taken 
some positive steps, but far more is necessary to halt 
a fall into the chasm of terrorism and extremism. 
While the cafe has now reopened, the scars run deep. 
A national soul- searching has hastened to tackle the 
roots of this violence.
1. Terrorismin Bangladesh: a brief guide since the 
beginning:
Bangladesh is figured as a beacon of tolerance and 
secularism in the muslim-majority world. However, 
unfortunate but true it is heralded as a hotbed of 
islamist militancy too. The country is well known for 
liberal practice of religion where most of the 
population practices its indigenous sufi-inclined 
religious practice. It is quite alarming that there had 
been a sharp increase in extremist violence over past 
three years. The role of religion is now facing 
criticism here as the country has adopted secularism 
in its constitution. Meanwhile growing political 
polarization, governance issues, and a gulf between 
ruling elites and a rapidly developing populace, 
complicate a coherent response to extremism. There 

I. Introduction:
Countering terrorism has been one of the key policy 
agendas for governments throughout the world since 
the rise of terrorism as a common threat. However, 
after the 9/11 attack and the subsequent declaration of 
war on terror has added new dimensions and drive 
towards counterterrorism strategies of different 
nations. With the advent of new facets of terrorist 
activities there is continuous necessity of shifting the 
practicing counterterrorism activities. Bangladesh is 
not an exception to this context and rather it is one of 
the mostly threatened nations due to the rise of 
terrorism and radicalization. The assault on the Holey 
Artisan Bakery, an upscale restaurant in Bangladesh’s 
diplomatic enclave, last july was a wake-up call for 
Bangladeshi society. No more there was chances to 
deny the fact that is was not operative in Bangladesh. 
It is high time the South Asian nation should pursue 
for complete reassessment of counter-terrorism. 
Bangladesh has seen extremist violence earlier, but 
this incident was game-changing and was repeatedly 
referred to by people as 'Bangladesh's 9/11' because 
of the effort it left on the society was shaking. Only 
six armed militants, claimed by islamic state, 
conducted the shootout, killed two police officers, 

Bangladesh (Manik, 2005). These people identified 
themselves as members of Huji-Bangladesh 
(Huji-B).Their initial objective was to use 
Bangladesh as a launching pad to influence the 
Rohiyanga movement inside myanmar. Another 
phase was started in the later part of the 1990s, when 
the northern and northwestern parts of the country 
became terrorists’ operating places. When Shaikh 
Abdur Rahman, son of a deceased ‘Ahle Hadith’ 
Leader, and Asadullah Ghalib, leader of ‘Ahle Hadith 
Andolon Bangladesh’ came into alliance, the 
organization expanded. They joined forces in 1998 
and established the ‘Jaamatul Mujaheddin 
Bangladesh’ (JMB). Transforming Bangladesh into 
an ‘Islamic State’ was their main goal. Along with 
the group under the leadership of Shaikh Abdur 

are also international aspects of the phenomenon that 
need to be better understood, in particular the 
influence of ideologies, networks, and funding from 
overseas. The rise of terrorism in Bangladesh has 
seen different phases. Based on their transformations, 
tactics and objectives, these phases can be separated.
The first phase of militants was the product of the 
Afghan war which started in 1979 and lasted till 
1992. Bangladesh is geographically separated from 
the main battlefield, yet the close ties had been 
established during 1984 when estimated 3000 
volunteers joined the war in several time intervals 
(Mariam and Roy, 2006). A connection with the 
Pakistani islamist organization called 
‘Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami’ was established that time 
and clandestine operations were started in 

other ten activists. They admitted the responsibility 
for brutal killing of bloggers in 2015. The AQIS, as 
mentioned earlier, claimed responsibility for the 
brutal killing of bloggers in 2015. Members and 
followers of the AQIS and the IS can be described as 
the fifth phase of rise of militants in bangladesh.
2. Holey Artisan: A ‘new chapter’ for terror in 
Bangladesh?
Although there is enormous amount of evidence, 
officially Bangladesh never agreed to the position of 
presence of international jihadist forces within their 
territory. In February 2016, Bangladeshi prime 
minister and Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina had 
declared― ‘There’s no Islamic State in Bangladesh’ 
(siddharthya, 2017). Few other key policy makers 
also showed expressed similar views on the issue. 
Nevertheless, the attack on Holey Artisan has given a 
blow to the base of such irrational claim. Because 
immediately after the attack the Islamic State’s emir 
for the Bengal region Shaykh Abu Ibrahim al Hanif 
(AKA Tamim Chowdhury), hailed the dead militants 
as fallen comrades. Images released on the internet 
showed the attackers Nibras Islam, Rohan Imtiaz, 
Andaleeb Ahmed, Meer Saameh Mubasheer, Khairul 
Islam Payel, and Raiyan Minhaj – all young men in 
their 20s – posing with the black flag of the ‘Islamic 
State’. Just two months before the attack, 
Chowdhury had openly laid his future plans out in 
the 14th edition of the dabiq — the Islamic State’s 
online magazine at the time (Paritosh and Sirajul, 

Rahman and Siddiqur Rahman, alias Bangla Bhai, 
this group established a reign of terror in the 
northwestern part of Bangladesh. The 
‘Hizb-ut-Tahrir’ (HT) marked another phase in the 
rise of terrorism in Bangladesh. Was founded in 2001 
by a university professor who had studied in the 
United Kingdom as a Commonwealth scholar. This 
group was technically skilled and mostly were from 
students of different universities. As the 
counterterrorism operation got momentum in 2006 
and 2007, many of the militant groups were 
weakened. At times, it appeared that the country has 
successfully tamed the menace of militancy. 
However, these groups, particularly the ‘Huji’ and 
the ‘JMB’, continued to reorganize. A new group 
named the ‘Ansarullah Bangla Team’ (ABT), which 
can be described as the fourth phase of militant 
groups’ rise, emerged around that time. According to 
the ‘Terrorism Research and Analysis Consortium’ 
(TRAC), the ‘ABT’ surfaced in 2007 under the name 
of ‘Jamaat-ul Muslemin’ (TRAC, 2015). External 
sources funded this group and their operation was 
shut down when the funds were over. With the 
reemergence in cyberspace with strong position the 
‘ABT’ once again began to recruit in 2012 under te 
leadership of Anwar al Awlaki and Mufti Jasimuddin 
Rahmani. Using the young generation of jihadist in 
Bangladesh, this group uses cyberspace extensively 
in propagating jihadist ideology and training manuals 
to guide terror attacks. The group’s leader Rahmani 
was arrested with 30 followers in 
august. ‘Al qaeda in the Indian 
Subcontinent’ (AQIS) declared their 
presence in september 2014 by the 
announcement of ‘Al Qaeda’ leader 
Ayman al-Zawahiri. During 
February, 2015, Zawahiri urged the 
people from Bangladesh to 
commence a massive public 
uprising in defense of religion 
against the enemies of Islam. 
Organized presence of AQIS was 
only noted during mid-2015 (Riaz, 
2016). Maulana Mainul Islam, the 
alleged AQIS chief coordinator in 
Bangladesh and his top advisor 
Maulnaa Zafar Amin was 
apprehended accompanied by their 

in the name of religion, the 
new breed was willing to die 
for it. Another indicator of 
change was the 
socioeconomic backgrounds 
of the new terrorists. The 
Holey Artisan attackers were 
not schooled in madrassas 
imparting religious education. 
Instead, these young men 
came from well-to-do families 
and had access to expensive 
English language higher 
education.
3. Counterterrorism 
strategy of Bangladesh: A 
timely needed one?
3.1. Bangladesh 
government’s preparedness:
In Bangladesh the current 
administration under Awami 
League (AL) government 
pursues a 'zero tolerant' policy 
against terrorism. Containing 

domestic and international terrorism has been 
accounted as a top priority task in national and 
foreign policy planning. At the national level, the 
government has initiated several legal, policy and 
administrative steps to combat terrorism, ranging 
from counter terrorist operations to terrorist 
financing. As fight against terrorism requires robust 
legal and institutional mechanism, the government is 
striving to cope up with that requirement.
In the recent years, Bangladesh has been making 
consistent efforts to create an effective legal, 
regulatory and institutional regime to fight terrorism 
and violent religious extremism. Few of these are— 
in 2009, the AL government established a 
17-member 'National Committee on Militancy 
Resistance and Prevention' headed by the state 
minister for home affairs to contain religious 
extremism and terrorism and mobilize public opinion 
against such activities.
-Bangladesh promulgated ‘Anti-Terrorism Act’ 
(ATA) in 2009. The act empowers the government to 
form special tribunals for speedy trial of terrorists. It 
provides the legal foundation for comprehensive 
counter-terrorism measures. The law forbids 

2016).
Holey Artisan was a totally new phenomenon. It was 
a new chapter for us in law enforcement. Violent 
activities are heightening ever since the current 
government is pursuing for the War Crimes Trial 
started in 2013. The rioting, executions of 
freethinkers and bloggers, and anti-minority violence 
etc. And at first many thought the new episodes were 
all a part of that series. But from 2014, the tactics, 
the motivations, communications, recruitment, 
equipment— everything seemed different. Unlike the 
violence in the past, these militants were not just 
targeting civilians. They were trying to engage the 
state. The weapons were changing too. The 
freethinkers, bloggers, and missionaries had all been 
killed with knives and machetes and other easy to 
procure weapons. But the attack on Holey Artisan 
saw grenades and guns, and also brought back IEDS 
(Improvised Explosive Devices) after a long time 
(correspondent, 2016). Instead of using regular text 
messages and phone calls, the new bunch used 
encrypted communication. The attacks in the second 
half of 2016 pointed to a whole new level of 
indoctrination. Where Islamists of the past had killed 

of domestic Islamic militant outfits, including 
‘Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami Bangladesh’ (HUJI-BD), 
‘Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen-Bangladesh’, ‘Hizb 
ut-Tahrir’, ‘Jagrata Muslims Janata-Bangladesh’ and 
‘Shahdat-e-al Hikma’.
-In 2015, the government declared ‘Ansarullah Bangla 
Team’ (ABT) banned. The organization was alleged of 
involvement in the brutal killing of three 
secular-rationalist Bangladeshi bloggers (report, 2015). 
-In December 2015, a new police division named 
'Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime' unit 
under the Dhaka metropolitan police, consisting of 
600 men was formed to boost police capability in 
combating militancy and terrorism.
-In its efforts to contain terrorism at the domestic 
level, the al government has streamlined inter-agency 
coordination as well. Bangladesh Border Guards, 
Coast Guards and government's Passport and 
Immigration Department, and Custom and Port 
authorities work in harmony with the law enforcing 
and intelligence agencies in a systemic and organized 
manner to detect and deter illegal entry and exit of 
potential terrorist, illicit transfer of cash or 
arms/explosives.
-To stop misuse of religion as a pretext for carrying 
out terrorist activities the government has adopted 
innovative ‘motivational campaign’. The government 
often prepares advocacy materials such as posters 
and leaflets denouncing violent religious extremism 

and disseminates through electronic 
and print media.
-New set of policies has been put into 
effect as a measure of national counter 
deradicalization strategy. Few 
apparatuses of these policies are - 
imparting education, women's 
empowerment and propagation of 
secular and moderate cultural values 
and creating a ‘mindset of tolerance’, 
‘friendliness’ and ‘love’ in line with its 
‘culture of peace’ resolution which the 
country presents every year at the 
United Nations general assembly.
-The information ministry has adopted 
the means of dissemination of 
awareness and proper education via 
making short-films, documentaries, 
dramas and advertisements and video 

membership and support of proscribed organizations 
which are engaged in terrorist activities, including 
the terrorist outfits listed under various united 
nations security council resolutions (Anti-Terrorism 
Act, 2009). 
- In 2012 ATA was authorized death penalty for 
terrorists targeting another country from Bangladesh. 
- An amendment to the act that legalized capital 
punishment for domestic acts of terrorism was
Passed on 16 February, 2012 at the parliament.
-In 2012, the ATA was further complemented by the 
‘Money Laundering Prevention Act’ (mlpa), 2012 
(Yusuf, 2012). This was the first legal framework of 
Bangladesh to address the problems related to terror 
financing and money-laundering.
-After the US Senate Permanent Subcommittee 
investigation in its july 2012 report, two private 
Banks— ‘Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited’ and 
‘Social Islami Bank Limited’, both managed by the 
country's largest fundamentalist party 
‘Jamaat-e-Islam’, were brought under the 
newly-enforced regulatory mechanism due to their 
involvement in terror financing.
-The Bangladesh government monitors and regulates 
the activities of the foreign NGO's— some of which 
were found to be involved in terror financing. In 
coordination with the NGO Affairs Bureau, the 
Bangladesh Bank in audits accounts of the NGO's.
-The Bangladesh Government has banned a number 

Tamim Ahmed Choudhury and two other Neo 
‘Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh’ were killed in 
Narayanganj. This was the second key breakthrough 
for the country after the Bangladesh police 
neutralised nine suspected JMB operatives in a 
special raid at Kalyanpur in Dhaka on July 26 
(Reporter, 2016). In another counter-terror operation 
on September 2 in Dhaka, police killed JMB leader 
Murad, who was allegedly Tamim‘s deputy (Simon, 
2010). Intelligence inputs indicated that 30 year-old 
Tamim had been in the country since 2013 when he 
was reported missing from Canada. It was ensured 
by the investigation that he recruited and trained the 
Gulshan attackers. Tamim was claimed as the 
coordinator of is Bangladesh chapter by the 
international media. International reports described 
Tamim as the coordinator of is ‘Bangladesh 
Chapter’. It is too early to conclude that all the jihadi 
modules, including neo JMB operating in 
Bangladesh have been dismantled in the recent 
crackdown although in recent times jihadists are 
maintaining low profile, no one can rule out the 
possibility of more atrocities committed by terrorist 
attacks to prove their existence.
Religious extremism and terrorism in Bangladesh has 
many facets. Studies conducted by Bangladeshi 
scholars have pointed out that there exist more than 
100 Islamist parties and extremist organizations in 
the country. Only a few of such organizations have 
been banned so far but even those continue to 
operate under different names. In the face of 
continuous crackdown, the Bangladeshi radical 

clips.
-The government is going to introduce a third 
madrasa education system named ‘Darul Arqum’ in 
2018. In its efforts to reform the madrasah education 
system, the AL government has revised and 
modernized the madrasah curriculum along with the 
mainstream education focusing on employment 
generation (Editorial, 2018). 
-To ensure a multi-pronged strategy to ensure peace, 
stability and democracy the threat of terrorism needed 
to be curbed out totally. Hence, the government is 
presently engaged in the formulation of a 
‘Comprehensive Counter Terrorism Strategy Paper’.
3.2.  Recent breakthroughs in fight against 
terrorism:
Following the Gulshan Terror Attack, Bangladesh‘s 
security forces stepped up search operations across 
the country for hideouts used by the militants. In a 
major encounter with the security forces on august 
27, the Gulshan and Solakia attacks mastermind 

some degree’ with the local jihadists. This is 
significant because the AL government has 
persistently denied the organizational presence of 
transnational groups in the country and blamed the 
home-grown militants for the recent killings. This is 
certainly not expected in a context when 
transnational terrorism has become a visible source 
of destabilization in recent years. Sharing of 
intelligence and communication between two 
countries’ law enforment agencies has gained top 
prority during the talks. In streamlining the South 
Asian counter-terrorism structure, the US has been 
engaged with Bangladesh for long.
Among the neighboring countries, India is a major 
ally of Bangladesh in counter-terrorism cooperation. 
In the face of the recent terror attacks, New Delhi 
reportedly renewed its offer to dhaka for a 
comprehensive framework agreement to broaden 
bilateral counter-terrorism cooperation, including 
sharing of intelligence inputs and training of 
neighbouring country’s security personnel in India. 
There was tension going on that India can be also 
affected by the terrosits harbored in Bangladesh. As 
cross border terrorism possess same level of threat to 
both countries, so political leaders are jointly 
working on to build a stronger security cooperation 

Islamists regroup themselves 
and float new outfits. 
Unmonitored free flow of 
funds into the hands of 
religious extremists is 
considered as one of the 
attributing reasons.
In a significant development 
in terms of terrorist financing, 
on August 31, 2016, a 
Singapore court jailed two 
Bangladeshi workers for terror 
financing. Prior to that, in the 
previous month, a Singapore 
court convicted four 
Bangladeshi workers for 
funding terror attacks back 
home under the banner of 
‘Islamic State’ in Bangladesh. 
Thus preventing spread of 
radicalization among more 
than 2 million expatriates 
working in Gulf and Arab nations is a major 
challenge for the government. These people are 
highly vulnerable to the doctrines of terrorism and 
extremism.
3.3. Counter-terrorism and security cooperation 
at regional and international level
Since the recent phases of terrorism and 
radicalization in Bangladesh is transnational in 
character, this menace cannot be fought only at the 
domestic level. Following the Holey Artisan attack, 
the government had sought cooperation from united 
state and India in sharing intelligence to prevent 
terror attacks in future.
US secretary of state John Kerry visited dhaka on 
August 29 to increase the cooperation and build a 
strong collaboration among the nations of South Asia 
in order to tackle the terrorist activities and hold a 
stronghold against terrorism which would be 
deterring to any sort of terrorist organization. He 
expressed concerns regarding the series of attacks 
targeting secularists, rights activists, liberal 
intellectuals, foreigners and members of Muslim 
minority sects and religious minority groups during 
last few years. Kerry urged the Bangladeshi leaders 
to step up efforts to fight extremist violence and he 
made it clear that the is elements are ‘connected to 

Rather than more troops or policemen or laws, a 
successful counterterrorism strategy requires the 
admission by politicians and police that terrorists do 
exist in Bangladesh at the first place. Blame game 
against each other is also counterproductive to 
counterterrorism efforts. Apart for these, good 
governance and fair distribution of prosperity and 

opportunities to all can ensure a 
healthy social balance which can 
prevent dissatisfaction among 
individuals to stand against the society.
In the wake of the latest terror attacks 
at Gulshan and Sholakia, the stance 
that there is no ‘ISIS’ in Bangladesh 
and that terrorists here are all 
homegrown locals seems to have 
become irrelevant. In fact, they should 
rather worry more about the 
homegrown elements than the foreign 
ones, who are relatively easier to track 
down than the locals.
Terrorism is a deviation. It arises as a 
symptom of an acute disease in the 
society. The primary responsibility for 
the spread of terrorism in any country 
lies with the country itself. There is no 

against terrorism. New Delhi and 
Dhaka need to act together as the 
militants often forge alliance to 
subvert the friendly relations between 
the two neighboring countries. 
Bangladesh is expected to enhance 
security cooperation at bilateral, 
regional and multilateral levels to 
counter the jihadi threats in the 
coming days.
4. Challenges to the current 
approach and suggested solutions:
Politicians and law-enforcers in 
Bangladesh sometimes hype up panic 
by publicizing― ‘terrorists 
everywhere’ and sometimes expresses 
smugness by publicizing― ‘no 
terrorists anywhere’. This lack of a 
coherent perspective is 
counterproductive to counterterrorism 
operation. The base requirement for 
fighting terrorism and taking effective 
measures for counter terrorism is to understand that 
terrorism is ideology-driven violence, different from 
mere form of violence and warfare. Terrorists are not 
mindless robots programmed to kill innocent people 
just for the sake of killing. Most terrorists, globally, 
have been well-to-do engineers and technocrats, not 
poverty-stricken madrassa-educated people.

counterinsurgency) is eighty percent political, and 
twenty percent military (Juthika, 2017). Hence, a 
concerted civil, military, paramilitary, political, 
economic, and psychological forces to counter 
terrorism is required. But following the manuals of 
coin blindly will not be effective. Each countries 
nature of terrorism has few specific and 
distinguished characters. Recognizing those coin 
should adjust and operate accordingly. In countries 
where terrorists and insurgents come from the main 
stream of the populations, there's no guarantee about 
the success of any CT-COIN operations in those 
places. There's no alternative to addressing the 
socio-political, and economic issues to resolve the 
problem of terrorism-insurgency in those countries.
Ii. Conclusion:
Bangladesh is a land of resilience. It has come out 
from the ashes of the liberation war of 1971 to 
become a model for economic growth. Across 
decades the country has brought herself the credit of 
becoming one of the largest suppliers of United 
Nations peacekeeping forces and the second-largest 
garments exporter in the world. The country is 
actively engaged in global development and climate 
related agendas. The intellectuals, experts and young 
population of the nation are bringing fame for the 
nation in different fields. A failed approach in dealing 
with terrorism can ruin all the progresses and 
recognition the nation has made so far in 
international arena. Bangladesh should learn from 

room for blaming others. Bangladeshis must also 
search as to why terrorism is present in their country. 
Any such denial will be costly and counterproductive 
to effective counterterrorism operation. The problem 
of terrorism has deeper roots than alienation of some 
rich kids. Policy makers need to understand if there 
is any problem of mass alienation of people from 
society, politics, and state – which they consider 
corrupt, cruel and lacking in legitimacy. The problem 
may be political, which has a very broad definition. 
It's all about human relations in power perspective. It 
is about people's aspirations, honour, dignity, 
livelihood, family, and freedom in local, national, 
and global perspectives.
A key vulnerable aspect of the Bangladesh counter 
terrorism policy is that there is a huge lack of terrorist 
rehabilitation program for detainees and inmates. 
Terrorist rehabilitation program has gained acceptance 
globally and it is high time it should be taken into 
serious consideration by Bangladeshi government and 
policy makers.Within South Asia, Pakistan has been 
using such programs for a number of years, while 
India has also begun to embark on both 
counter-radicalization and de-radicalization initiatives. 
Saudi Arabia has been practicing this strategy for 
many years. Although it is difficult to presume how 
successful such programs are, and to measure their 
success, evidence suggests that such programs are 
essential, in order to combat radicalization and violent 
extremism.
The fine line between terrorism and 
insurgency often remains blurred. 
While ‘Al Qaeda’ is primarily 
terroristic, the ‘ISIS’ champions 
global insurgencies against all 
governments across the world. 
Hence it's the most dangerous 
destabilizing force in the world. As 
terrorism is often part of broader 
insurgencies – the terrorist JMB in 
Bangladesh is a surrogate to the 
global insurgency called ISIS – CT 
operators must apply 
counterinsurgency (COIN) 
methods as well. David Galula, the 
guru of coin operators in the world 
believes ―CT-COIN 
(counterterrorism- 
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the problems and mistakes of failed states around the 
world. Thus in developing a more effective 
counterterrorism strategy the government should 
stress the importance of good governance, 
democracy, and respect for human rights as antidotes 
to terrorism and insurgency. There's no police or 
military solution to the problem of terrorism and 
insurgency. Ideological motivation, good governance 
and rapid military mobilization tool are key to 
ensuring a successful and radical move towards 
elimination of terrorism.
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anti-Rohingya violence. The initiative draws on the 
legacy of the Holocaust and instances of genocide in 
Southeast Asia to inspire critical memory discourses. 
It promotes solidarity with those who are 
discriminated against and oppressed. Pankowski 

highlighted the 
cooperation between 
‘NEVER AGAIN’ 
and civil society 
groups and human 
rights activists from 
Myanmar, which is 
especially important 
since the military 
coup which took 
place on 1 February 
2021, and the 
subsequent 
crackdown on 
dissidents.
In another example of 

the ongoing ‘NEVER AGAIN’ activity, Rafal 
Pankowski presented its trans-national educational 
initiatives during a global conference of the Alliance 
Against Genocide which took place on 26 May. The 
Alliance Against Genocide is an international 
coalition dedicated to creating the international 
institutions and the political will to prevent genocide. 
It is composed of 96 member organizations in 31 
countries, including the ‘NEVER AGAIN’ 
Association.
On 20 May (Cambodia’s Day of Remembrance for 
Genocide Victims), a member of the ‘NEVER 
AGAIN’ Association, Natalia Sineaeva, presented the 
issue of genocide commemoration in Cambodia and 
Bangladesh at the invitation of the Jewish Museum 
and Tolerance Centre, Moscow.

Courtesy: The Never Again Association, May 27, 2021

∗  The ‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association is an 
independent organization established in Warsaw 
in 1996. ‘NEVER AGAIN’ is campaigning against 
racism, antisemitism, and xenophobia, both in 
Poland and internationally.

Members of the ‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association have 
shared their experiences of building solidarity with 
the people of Myanmar during an international 
conference ‘Myanmar’s Transition – from Where to 
Where?’ hosted virtually by the Myanmar Institute 
(Berlin) and the 
Institute of Middle 
and Far East of the 
Jagiellonian 
University (Krakow).
The conference took 
place on 25-27 May 
and it brought 
together academics 
and civil society 
activists from across 
the world.
Natalia Sineaeva 
provided a 
presentation on the 
topic ‘The Jewish 
Community in the Context of Pluralist Society in 
Burma (Myanmar)’. She stressed the history of the 
Jews in Myanmar (the small community currently 
consists of about 20 people) is an illustration of the 
social and cultural diversity of Myanmar which can 
be a positive resource in a future democratic society. 
She also presented the experiences of the ‘NEVER 
AGAIN’ Association in the field of cooperation and 
support for the Jews in Myanmar.
Rafal Pankowski spoke on the subject of ‘The 
Meaning of «Never Again» in Myanmar and Poland - 
Reflections on an Unexpected Relationship’. Among 
others, he presented the initiative ‘Identifying and 
Countering Holocaust Distortion: Lessons for and 
from Southeast Asia’, conducted by the ‘NEVER 
AGAIN’ Association in cooperation with partners in 
Myanmar, Thailand, and Cambodia with the 
support of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) and the 
Heinrich Boell Stiftung Cambodia.
The project deals with various forms of 
genocide distortion and denial, including the 
denial of the crimes of the Khmer Rouge or 
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News from the ‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association* on May 27, 2021
Solidarity with human rights activists in Myanmar

Anti-coup protesters display signs and shout slogans as they protest against 
the military coup in Mandalay, Myanmar on March 15, 2021  Courtesy: AP


