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 SPORT AGAINST RACISM IRELANO

By Staff Reporter

CAMEROONIAN  SOCCER
atir Samael F1o'o las been nec-
ognised for his humanitarian
work both on and ol the ficld
&l & recend prize-giving cer-
ety i London,

The UC Sampdoria player
and bong-limea mti-rn:i.-l.tpmn-
paigner received the European
Maodal for Tolerance at the Eu-
ropesn Couscil on Tolerance
am] Reconcilistion™s (ECTR)
gala dinner in Kensingion Pol-
ace on P March.

In his acceptance speech, he
iodd the sudience about his ex-
perience of amiving in Paris as
@ | S-vear-old with a “small bag
nnad & pakr of foothall boots g
with & big hean™,

He also ook the opporfunity
bo talk bt his pnuf-ur Fustiny=
dation dedicated 1 iding
education and cosching lacili-
Lies 1o youngsters in his home
country s beyomd.

Also honoured on the night
wid Foothall Agains Racism in
Europe (Fare), which received
a European Medal of Tolerance
for its nesr 16-year programme
to ¢lear bigobry cut of spor al
all levels across the continent.

In addition, ECTR president

Samuel Eto'o with Sari's Ken McCue at the Europoan
Councll ¢n Tolerance and Reconclllation's gala dinmnes

Dr Moske Kantor, alss peesi-
dent of the Furopean Jewish
Con announéed thal the
MO will enter & strategic al-
lance with Fare b0 promole
wlerance in soccer — a signifi-
canl move i Lie light of recent
macism scanda s involving club
4 ers in Englond and Traly.

ncw iniiative = with the
e prongs of "engsgemenl,
education, and legislstion” -
will operate up 1o the next Fifa

World Cup in Bussls in 2015,
Sari cultaral officer Ken Mo
Cue., who was in stiendance at

the gala, sndd that his iss-
tion “will b working with our
Polish panners Mever Again on
o culivrsl infegration and social

inehuaion project in Kasn, one
of the host cities for tho 2018
Workd Cup.

“Uhr experionoe in develop-
ing the "Hijabs and Hat Tricks®
programme will be invaluable

in terms ol presemling 3 plat-
form b0 further mm.mum].l rn-
hesion,” be said, mm.! Mev
Again as the “experts lhr.t
region who have hnm "wmt-
ing bravely fighting recism
and seclananism in thosse ke
ritories.

“h'im?h?; the H-..Tn lmtg
culivral Campaign irio 1
United Inifistive against [ntol-
crance in Foolball” will srovide
a strong grossroots fousdation
bor fnster pood community rels-
tions and participation in doci-
sion making keading up 1o the
big toumament.

“We want our ellons o crne-
ate a legacy out of the World
Cup that will be a permanent
community partnership, that
will develop thw city of Karan
into a model of intercultwralism
connecting Muslims and Chris-
fiand,

On Sani’s eiforts elsewhers,
McCue said be spoke o Sam-
ugl Bso'o abowl meeting the
Cameroonian  community  in
Ireland — in paniculy soc-
cer coaches Joseph W' Do and
Potrice MNgu, along wity Eme-
manue] Sene, healh advocacy
officer with Cairde — 1o draw
up a support network kor his
namesake foundation.

GAA ban on rainbow
symbol ‘disappointing’

By S1all Roporter

MAYOR OF S30UTH Dublin
Firan Warfsld hos expresied
digmay a1 the GAA'S  dei-
sion o prevent an openly gay
referee from wearing a min-
bow wristhand as & statemend
agaimat homophobia in sport.

David Gough was  bamed
froen  wearing the  univemal
LGRT rights symbol at a recem
match betwoen Dublin and Ty-
o on the prounds that politi-
¢l stalements pre ot alkowed,
amad that the e s ted to the
Upcosming  marmage  oquality
referendem.

“We npeed o be clear - the
rainbow symbol is a sdstoment
of imclusion and opposition
1o homophobin,” said Mayor
Warfield “Every organisation
should be proactively crndors.
ing such & and indeed

e Ee soen this in other
s m]gm'ium

“It i3 therefore mislending
and wrong 1o conflate very nec-
estary and ongoing effors o
eradicate homophobia from the
GAA, with the curtent referen-
dum campaign

The mayor of South Dublin

County Council said it would
be "a source of decp concern
o me and many others in the
LGBT comamumaby, mof st
those of ux active in the GAA,
if the referendum was wsed as

AN CACUIE B moble ef-
forts to highlight the impor-
tance of LOGBT equlity and

pariicipatien in sport. The two
amg endlirely separate r|1.ib|:n.
“We know that hoa
bia remaing a major
The number of openly | hlﬂ-l’
plavers, in companson 1o our
members in the populaton gen-
crully, speaks foe itsell end sy
abternpt 1o sond out an iselusive
message from the onganisation
should Be strongly  endorsed,
il cenmsovid
Mayor Warfield added that
ke agreed with the sentiments
of Gough, whe sald he feels
that the GAA lat let dovn e
LGET members,
“Making clear that the GAA
its LOBT fans and
alike, which the min-
wristhand b5 designed 1o
do, Is simply a matter of best
practice, not 4 political stafe-
mend thst contrivenss exising
rules,”



