
After two hundred years of colonial 
rule and exploitation, before 
leaving India the British ruler 
divided the subcontinent into two 
parts in 1947 and an artificial and 
communal state called Pakistan 

was born. Pakistan is the only state in the world that 
has given birth to a particular 
religious community for Muslims. 
After Pakistan, attempts were made to 
establish Israel as a Jewish state, but it 
has not been successful in the last 
seven decades.
Although Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
(1876-1948) is generally called the 
father or founder of biracialism and 
Pakistan, two other Muslim leaders 
and thinkers in the subcontinent claim 
credit for religious biracialism. One of 
them was Sir Syed Ahmad Khan 
(1817-1898), the founder of Aligarh 
Muslim University, and the other was 
Sir Muhammad Iqbal (1873-1938), 
better known as Allama Iqbal. Sir 
Syed described the Hindu and Muslim 
religious communities of the 
subcontinent as two separate nations. 
Sir Iqbal was the first to demand the 
formation of a separate state for the 
Muslims of India. Chowdhury 
Rahmat Ali (1895-1951), a student at 
Cambridge University in England, coined the name 
'Pakistan' by combining the names of five 
Muslim-majority provinces and states in the west and 
northwest of India: Punjab, the North-West Frontier 
Province or the Afghan provinces of Kashmir, Sindh 
and Balochistan. All four can claim the paternity of 
Pakistan, the world's first Muslim state.
Since Chowdhury Rahmat Ali has spent his career in 
England, he has no role in the politics of the 
subcontinent other than naming Pakistan and forming 
public opinion in favor of it in exile. On the other 
hand, Syed Ahmed, Iqbal and Jinnah have played a 

very important role in the politics of the 
subcontinent, especially in the Muslim Awakening. It 
should be noted that all three of them were secular 
and liberal in their early life. Sir Syed Ahmed has set 
up many educational institutions to educate Indian 
Muslims in Western modern education, the most 
notable of which is Aligarh Muslim University. In a 

speech at a large public meeting in 
Gurudaspur, Punjab, on January 27, 
1884, he said, 'Hindu and Muslim 
brothers! Are you a resident of any 
country other than India? Don't you 
live in this land? Are you not buried 
or cremated in this land after death? If 
you are born and die on this earth, 
remember that Hindu and Muslim are 
just two religious words. All Hindus, 
Muslims and Christians in this 
country are one nation.’
Feared by Hindu-Muslim unity in the 
Great Revolt of 1857, the English 
rulers took the Hindi-Urdu language 
debate as the first initiative to divide 
the two major religious communities 
in India. Persian was the official 
language of the Mughal court before 
the British took over the rule of India. 
In 1837, the British East India 
Company introduced English and the 
local language instead of Persian in 
various states of India. Disputes arose 

in 1867 in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh in 
northern India, where Urdu was the language of the 
local nawabs and aristocrats, but Hindi was the 
language of the majority of the common people. 
Babu Shivprasad of Benaras first demanded the 
recognition of Hindi as the official language instead 
of Urdu.
Many language-based communal organizations were 
born centering on the Urdu and Hindi language 
debates in northern India, most notably the 'Nagarik 
Pracharini Sabha', the 'Hindi Sahitya Sammelan', the 
'Rashtrabhasha Prachar Samiti', the 'Anjuman 

Tarakki-e-Urdu'. The founders of 
these organizations have sought 
to identify Urdu as the language 
of Muslims and Hindi as the 
language of Hindus, although 
followers of both religions have 
contributed to the prosperity of 
both languages. At the same time 
(April 1867) in Calcutta, 
Navagopal Mitra, Rajnarayan 
Bose and others formed 'Hindu 
Mela' and gave birth to Hindu 
nationalism. The Urdu-Hindi 
conflict in northern India then 
escalated into communal clashes. 
Since then, the British rulers have 
efficiently fueled Hindu-Muslim 
communalism.
Sir Syed Ahmed, speaking on 
behalf of Urdu in the Urdu-Hindi 
conflict, told Shakespeare, the 
Governor of Benaras, "I am now 
convinced that Hindus and 
Muslims can never be one nation, 
because their religions and way 
of life are completely different." 
He described Urdu as the 
language of Muslims and the main expression of the 
unity of Muslim nationalism in India. In the last three 
decades of the 18th century, following the 
Hindu-Muslim conflict over language, Sir Syed 
Ahmed formed the Mohammedan Association (1878) 
and Nawab Salimullah of Dhaka and the Muslim 
Nawabs and feudal lords of North and West India 
formed the All India Muslim League (1906). . After 
the establishment of the National Congress of India 
in 1885 under the leadership of Umesh Chandra 
Banerjee, Dadabhai Naoroji, Surendranath Banerjee 
and others, Sir Syed Ahmed advised the Muslim 
community to stay away from the Congress, although 
his advice was ignored by Badruddin Tayebji, 
Rahimullah Many nationalist Muslim leaders, 
including Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, joined the 
Congress. The beginning of Jinnah's political life was 
also from the Congress.
Researcher Asghar Ali Engineer has written in 
several articles on how Maulana Qasim Ahmed 
Nanotvi, the founder of Deoband Madrasa in India, 

issued a fatwa criticizing Sir 
Syed Ahmed's statement after the 
formation of the National 
Congress and for Muslims to join 
the Congress. In this fatwa, he 
called on Muslims and Hindus to 
join hands in the freedom 
struggle against the British. 
Although the curriculum of 
Deoband Madrasa was much 
more conservative than that of 
Aligarh in India, the founding 
scholars of Deoband were 
opposed to religious biracialism. 
Maulana Hussain Ahmed Madani 
of Deoband, a leading 
fundamentalist of 
Hefazat-e-Islam in Bangladesh 
and a master of Jamaat-e-Islami 
Ahmad Shafi, was a staunch 
critic of the religious biracialism 
of Syed Ahmed, Iqbal and Jinnah 
and the Pakistan movement.
Allama Iqbal's famous song 'Sare 
Jahanse Achcha Hindustan 
Hamara' is the most popular song 
after the national anthem of 

India. Like Syed Ahmed and Jinnah, Iqbal was a 
follower of liberal nationalist thought in his early 
life. He considered India as the best country in the 
world. He was a believer in Indian nationalism. After 
returning from Europe in 1908, he gradually 
converted to Islam. He introduced the philosophy of 
political Islam in India. Ten years before the Pakistan 
resolution was adopted at the Muslim League 
conference in Lahore on March 23, 1940, Iqbal said 
in his speech at the Muslim League conference in 
1930: Will turn. The ultimate destination for 
Muslims in northwestern India is the establishment 
of a separate and unified Muslim state in the region.
Inspired by Iqbal's remarks, in 1932, Chowdhury 
Rahmat Ali, a Punjabi student at Cambridge 
University, not only proposed the name 'Pakistan', 
but also the creation of two independent Muslim 
states, 'Bangistan' in the Muslim-majority east of 
India and 'Osmanistan' in central India. In his 
proposal, he brought forward the English letter 'D' of 
'India' and called for 'DINIA' or Dharmarajya. 

According to him, India is a continent of people of 
many religions, it is not a single nation or a single 
country.
Although Jinnah initially considered Chowdhury 
Rahmat Ali's proposal "childish" and "insane", it 
became clear in their correspondence in the late 
1930s how Allama Iqbal was gradually influenced by 
biracialism. Jinnah proposed Sher-e-Bangla to Fazlul 
Haque in the 1940 session of the Muslim League to 
annex Bengal or Bangladesh to the proposed 
Pakistan.
The English colonial rulers used religion first and 
then religion in order to divide the united struggle of 
the people of India. In any country, there are 
differences in language, caste, race (ethnicity), 
wealth, gender or region. The colonial rulers, 
following their ‘divide and rule’ policy, have turned 
these inevitable differences and divisions of society 
into enmity. Due to which millions of people have 
had to give their lives in fratricidal conflicts and 
wars.
The biographers of Jinnah and Churchill detailed 
how Churchill took an open stand for Pakistan and 
Jinnah when he was Prime Minister and Leader of 
the Opposition in the British Parliament. Alex von 
Tulzelman commented in his book Indian Summer 
that if Jinnah was the father of Pakistan, then 
Churchill should be called the uncle of Pakistan and 
political Islam. Similarly, America also openly sided 
with Pakistan out of fear of communism. Due to the 
good relations between Stalin's Soviet Union and 
Mao Zedong's China, Indian Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru— the USA and the western world 
adopted a similar prescription against secular India 
and socialist China and the Soviet Union—  that is 
"political Islam".
In his private life, Jinnah is secular and 180 degrees 
opposed to Islamic customs and rules, but he has 
used Islam very effectively in politics. In his historic 
speech to the Pakistani legislature on August 11, 
1947, and in several interviews, Jinnah said that 
religion was a personal matter, that people of all 
faiths would live in Pakistan with equal rights and 
dignity, and that Pakistan would not be a religious 
state four months later. Under pressure from the 
leaders of the Muslim League and other communal 
parties, he had to say that Pakistan would be an 
Islamic state and that no law against the Qur'an and 

Sunnah would be passed in Pakistan.
During the Pakistan movement, Maulana Abul Ala 
Maududi formed the Jamaat-e-Islami in Punjab in 
1941, which was an expression of the Wahhabi, 
Salafi expression of political Islam. Maududi was a 
fierce critic of the Pakistan movement and at the 
same time an opponent of India's independence 
struggle. That is why the British government and the 
Nizam of Hyderabad cooperated with him to form 
the party. Maududi called the Pakistan movement 
'Pakistan'. However, after the creation of Pakistan, he 
started a jihad for the establishment of Islamic rule in 
Pakistan by claiming to be one of the proponents of 
Pakistan along with Iqbal and Jinnah.
The language movement started in 1947 was not 
against the integrity of Pakistan or against Islam. 
Besides Urdu, Congress member in the legislature 
Dhirendranath Dutta proposed to make Bengali one 
of the state languages of Pakistan. On February 25, 
1948, in the presence of Governor General and 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah and Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan, he said 
that 44 million out of the 69 million population of 
Pakistan speak Bengali.
Then Dhirendranath Dutta said what kind of 
problems are being faced by the common people of 
Bangladesh as Urdu is the state language. He spoke 
of the feelings and dignity of the majority of the 
people of Pakistan. Although there was a provision 
for writing Urdu and English in the minutes of the 
legislature of Pakistan, Bengal had no place. He also 
proposed to adopt Bengali as one of the languages 
for writing minutes of the legislature.
Prem Hari Barma, VP Kumar Dutt and Srishchandra 
Chattopadhyay spoke in support of Dhirendranath 
Dutt's proposal. West Pakistan's Gajanfar Ali Khan, 
Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar, Mahmud Hashim Gazdar, 
East Bengal's Tamizuddin Khan, Khwaja 
Nazimuddin and Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan 
have spoken out against the proposal. In fact, the 
Prime Minister's response was extremely harsh. He 
and members of his party commented: 1) Pakistan 
was created for 100 million Muslims in India, whose 
language is Urdu, 2) Dhiren Dutta's proposal would 
take away the strength of Muslim unity, 3) create a 
rift in the unity of the two parts of Pakistan, 4) since 
Pakistan is a Muslim The state should therefore be 
the state language in the intelligible language of the 

Muslim nation, 5) no one proposed to make Bengali 
the official language before the creation of Pakistan, 
6) the only consideration in dividing Bengal into part 
of Pakistan was not Islam, language or culture etc.
In response to the Prime Minister's statement, 
Sreeshchandra Chatterjee said, "I am saddened when 
the leader of the legislature says Pakistan is a 
Muslim state. As far as I know Pakistan is a people's 
state and Muslims and non-Muslims have equal 
rights here. If the statement of the Hon'ble Leader of 
Parliament is taken today, it will be a serious matter 
for the non-Muslim members to consider whether 
they will be able to participate at all in drafting the 
constitution of this state. If Pakistan is a Muslim 
state, only Muslims have the right to make the 
constitution of this country. If the leader of 
parliament clarifies the matter, we will be able to 
decide what to do next about our position in this 

state.
At the suggestion of Dhirendranath Dutta, Pakistan's 
Prime Minister Liaquat Ali discovered the smell of 
isolation. Dhiren Dutta and his associates proposed 
to make Bengali one of the state languages in the 
interest of the survival of the Bengali nation and 
democracy. Pakistan has suffered because it did not 
accept this offer. Within 24 years of its birth, 
Pakistan was divided.
It cannot be denied that the Muslims of Bengal made 
a significant contribution to the Pakistan movement. 
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman was also a supporter of Pakistan movement 
in his student life. However, it did not take him a 
year to realize the communal and oppressive 
character of this artificial state. The language 
movement of 1948 to 1952 and the awakening of 
Bengaliness in the following years proved the futility 
of religious biracialism as well as laid the foundation 
of a secular democratic Bangladesh. Bangabandhu 
was the forerunner of the political movement for the 
development of a sense of non-communal 
Bengaliness. Inspired by the language movement of 
1948-1952, artists, writers, intellectuals and cultural 
activists nurtured Bengali nationalism in the 1950s 
and 1960s. Associated with it is 
student-worker-peasant-youth-women movement. 
Thus the liberation struggle of the Bengalis has 
developed; the emergence of a secular democratic 
Bangladesh has become inevitable.
In 1867, the Hindi-Urdu conflict in northern India 
gave rise to communal binationalism. The 
Bengali-Urdu conflict of 1948 was settled through 
the burial of communal biracialism. It is unfortunate 
that despite the defeat in the war of liberation in 
1971, the defeated political Islam in independent 
Bangladesh has risen from the grave like Dracula in 
the vampire story of Bram Stoker. Jinnah and 
Liaquat Ali feared the non-communal spirit of 
Bengaliness in 1948, and Yahya and Golam Azam 
feared in 1971 that the light of that consciousness 
would kill the Draculas of darkness, the political 
users of religion.

∗  Writer, journalist and filmmaker. President, 
International Forum for Secular Bangladesh. Advisory 
Editor, Awakening.
Translated from Bangla by Sabbir Khan, Joint Editor, Awakening
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Report

To mark the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
emphasise its universal 
significance and oppose its 
distortion, the NEVER AGAIN 
Association, together with its 
civil society partners and 
members in Southeast Asia, has 
co-organised a special online 
session on 27th January 2021. 
It brought together Jews, 
Buddhists, Muslims and 
Christians, intellectuals, faith 
leaders, human rights activists, 
educators and students from 
different countries and 
continents, with a special focus 
on the Southeast Asian region.
The online round table featured 
Jeremy Jones, the Director of 
Community and of 
International Affairs of the Australia/Israel & Jewish 
Affairs Council (Australia); Venerable Lablu Barua, 
Wat Phrmarangsi Buddhist Monastery in Bangkok 
(Thailand); Sayana Ser, the translator of ‘The Diary 
of Anne Frank’ in Khmer language, Peace Institute 
(Cambodia); Nickey Diamond, a scholar and human 
rights specialist at Fortify Rights (Myanmar); and 
Prof. Rafal Pankowski of the ‘NEVER AGAIN’ 
Association (Poland). It was moderated by a member 
of ‘NEVER AGAIN’, Natalia Sineaeva, a Holocaust 
scholar and Rotary Peace Fellow alumna 
(Chulalongkorn University Bangkok 2018) and Dr 
Sanjoy Barua Chowdhury of the International 
Buddhist College (IBC) in Thailand.
The participants came from Australia, Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, China, Germany, India, Israel, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Norway, Poland, Singapore, South Korea, 
Thailand, UK, USA, and Vietnam. They discussed 
the legacy of the Holocaust, challenges for its 
commemoration and the possible meaning of its 
commemoration in the region of Southeast Asia in 
relation to the region’s history and experiences of 

genocide and mass atrocities.
The United Nations General 
Assembly designated the 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day or 
International Day of 
Commemoration in memory of 
the victims of the Holocaust in 
2005. The 27th of January 
marks the anniversary of the 
liberation of the Nazi German 
concentration and 
extermination camp 
Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland 
in 1945.
Natalia Sineaeva noted in her 
introductory remarks: - ‘Jews 
and Roma were mainly targeted 
for genocide by Nazi Germany 
during the Second World War, 
but its significance is universal. 

Today, when very few Holocaust survivors are left, 
we need to preserve this memory, and not let it be 
trivialised, banalised, or even worse, distorted and 
denied. How can we use and apply the universal 
lessons of the Holocaust which happened in Europe 
in a non-European context, where the experiences of 
the Second World War were different, for example in 
Southeast Asia? There is often a lack of knowledge 
of Holocaust history, but there are local histories of 
conflicts and instances of genocide, and various 
forms of genocide distortion exist, too.’
The online round table was the first in the series of 
further events to be organised for the project 
‘Identifying and Countering Holocaust Distortion. 
Lessons for Southeast Asia’ implemented by the 
‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association together with its 
partners in the countries of Southeast Asia. The 
project deals with various forms of Holocaust 
distortion and denial spread in the region of 
Southeast Asia, e.g., the usage of Nazi imagery, 
normalisation of the image of Hitler and Nazi 
Germany in popular culture; conspiracy theories 
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scapegoating minorities and blaming the victims 
(including the Jews) for past crimes and historical 
conflicts; the dangerous globalisation of genocide 
denial, including the rise of ‘multi-deniers’ who 
distort both the Nazi crimes and other cases of 
genocide, such as the crimes of the Khmer Rouge or 
anti-Rohingya violence. Importantly, the project 
draws on the regional experiences of the Second 
World War and further instances of genocide in 
Cambodia, Myanmar, and Thailand to inspire critical 
memory discourses and develop capacities to counter 
Holocaust and genocide distortion in the region. It 

has been supported by the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA).
The ‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association is an independent 
anti-racist organization founded in Warsaw in 1996. 
It has campaigned against antisemitism, racism and 
xenophobia, for peace, intercultural dialogue and 
human rights both in Poland and internationally.

Courtesy: The Never Again Association, January 27, 2021
∗  The ‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association is an independent 
organization established in Warsaw in 1996. ‘NEVER 
AGAIN’ is campaigning against racism, antisemitism, and 
xenophobia, both in Poland and internationally.

Chattopadhyay, son of Professor Kshetresh Chandra 
Chattopadhyay, a former Professor at Allahabad 
University and a childhood friend of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose, one of the leading witnesses of the 
Mukherjee Commission Professor Nandalal 
Chakraborty, Maitreyi Sengupta, a researcher in the 
Netaji Azad Hind Fauj and a former professor in the 
history department of Sri Shikshayatan College, 
Kolkata; Professor Mohammad Selim, Chairman of 
the History Department of Jagannath University and 
Sajeed Rahman, General Secretary of the Jessore 
Branch of Nirmul Committee.
In his inaugural address, writer Journalist Shahriar 
Kabir paid deep tributes to these two great leaders of 
the subcontinent on the 125th birth anniversary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and the birth centenary 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Shahriar 
Kabir, President of Nirmul Committee, said that the 
unparalleled heroism and self-sacrifice of the 
anti-British freedom fighters of India especially 
inspired the freedom fighters of Bangladesh in '71. 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the father of the nation of 
Bangladesh, in his unfinished autobiography and 
other writings and speeches mentions how he was 
inspired by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, the great 
leader of the freedom struggle for a united India and 
the revolutionaries of the Fire Age like Surya Sen, 
Pritilata, Bagha Jatin. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's 
political philosophy was democracy, socialism, 
secularism and nationalism. Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman also believed in the same philosophy, 
which was reflected in the constitutions of the two 
fraternal states. In his historic speech on January 10 
(1972), Bangabandhu said that the similarities between 
the policies and ideals of the two countries are for 
world peace. The whole world today is plagued by 
war, terrorism and conflict in the name of religion, 
caste and nationality. In 1971, Pakistan's military junta 
killed 3 million unarmed innocent people in the war of 
liberation of Bangladesh in the name of defending 
Islam and Pakistan. Although Bangladesh has taken 
steps to bring the perpetrators of the 1971 genocide to 
justice, Pakistan has so far denied responsibility for the 
genocide. We hope that India will co-operate with us 
in the golden jubilee of independence as it did during 
the liberation war of '71.
International recognition of our genocide will pave 
the way for genocide to be brought to justice and 

discourage future genocide. Due to the failure of the 
Pakistani military junta to be prosecuted for the 
genocide of '71, ethnic cleansing and genocide 
against Baloch, Sindhi and Pashtun nationalities 
continues in the country.
Hon'ble Minister of Education Dr. Dipu moni 
said, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman were among 
the great people who fought for human liberation in 
the subcontinent. Netaji chose the path of armed 
revolution to liberate the people of India from the 
clutches of colonial rule and exploitation, similarly 
Bangabandhu called for armed people's war to 
liberate the Bengali nation from the clutches of Benia 
and the invading Pakistani rulers. Bangabandhu has 
spoken of Netaji at least three times in his book 
'Unfinished Autobiography'. That is, Bangabandhu 
was inspired by Netaji at a young age. In India's 
freedom struggle, Mahatma Gandhi believed in the 
non-violent non-cooperation movement, and Netaji 
chose the path of armed struggle. Bangabandhu 
successfully combined the two streams of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Netaji to make Bangladesh independent. 
The sacrifices and self-sacrifice of Netaji and 
Bangabandhu for the people cannot be concluded 
through a discussion. Inspired by the lives and ideals 
of these two great leaders, we must move forward. 
The path to human liberation needs to be widened.
Hon'ble Ambassador of India to Bangladesh 
Vikram Kumar Doraiswamy said, "You give me 
blood, I will give you freedom." Inspired by this 
mantra, he reorganized the Azad Hind Fauj in 
collaboration with the Japanese and later led it. The 
soldiers of this force were mainly Indian prisoners of 
war and laborers working in British Malay, Singapore 
and other parts of South Asia. With the financial, 
political, diplomatic and military support of Japan, he 
established the exiled Azad Hind government and led 
the Azad Hind Fauj to wage war against the British 
Allies in Myanmar. The undeniable charisma of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the firmness of their 
personalities have inspired Indians and Bangladeshis 
for centuries. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
organized the Azad Hind Fauj and made heroic 
efforts to liberate Bharatmata which was also 
important in India's freedom struggle. Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's speech on March-7 

broke down in danger, their words and songs would 
inspire him to start anew.
Mamtaz Latif, Granddaughter of Lokman Khan 
Sherwani, one of the commanders of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose's Azad Hind Fauj, said, "Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose was a non-secterian leader. 
From that context, I am saying that it was because of 
him that the marriage between my 
Muslim grandparents and the 
traditional religious grandmother 
took place. It is to be noted that most 
of the soldiers-commanders of the 
Azad Hind Fauj were Muslims. This 
is one of the reasons why he always 
wanted people of all religions and 
castes in India to join his movement 
and make India independent. When 
my grandparents used to tell stories 
about Netaji, I used to forget how a 
man can endure so much suffering 
for his country! When Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
fought with the Azad Hind Fauj to liberate this united 
India, building the Azad Hind Fauj in a greater form, 
none of them imagined that India was going to be 
divided. It is a matter of great regret that India finally 
became independent but it divided the hearts of the 
people of India. Netaji did not fight for such an India. 
No soldier-commander of the Azad Hind Fauj has 
fought for this India.
Professor Mohammad Selim, Chairman, 
Department of History, Jagannath University, 
said, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman were both 
great heroes. Just as Netaji was the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Azad Hind Fauj, so 
Bangabandhu was the main hero of the great 
liberation war of Bangladesh. The age difference 
between Netaji and Bangabandhu is 23 years or 
almost a generation but the places of ideological and 
ideological similarity between Netaji and 
Bangabandhu are the same. Surprisingly, Netaji's 
political career began with the Congress and 
Bangabandhu's political chapter began with the 
Muslim League, but the two great leaders had no 
ideological differences because their only goal was to 
liberate the country through self-sacrifice, regardless 
of age or political affiliation. Because both Netaji 
and Bangabandhu did not reflect the ideology of the 

political party from which they were initiated. 
Bangabandhu included all the basic issues including 
socialism and secularism of Netaji in the constitution 
of the newly independent country.
Journalist Sajeed Rahman, General Secretary of 
the Jessore branch of Nirmul Committee, said, 
Bengal is the pilgrimage place of the anti-British 

movement in India. There are 
thousands of signs of anti-British 
movement scattered all over Bengal. 
These places were once footed by 
soldiers and comrades of the 
anti-British movement. Many big 
anti-British leaders including Netaji 
made their home in Bangladesh 
especially in Jessore. Netaji came to 
Jessore at one stage of the 
anti-British movement and stayed 
there for a long time. From here he 
accomplished many important tasks 

of the movement. Today, the places where his 
memory is entangled are being neglected.
Kazi Mukul, General Secretary of Ekattorer 
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee, said that the time 
and the field of struggle of these two great leaders 
were different from Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose to 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman but the 
objective was same. To free the country from the 
shackles of subjugation. They not only wanted to 
liberate the country from the enemy but also to build 
a peaceful world free from violence and hatred. That 
there will be no division between people of all 
languages, ethnic groups, religions and castes in the 
world. Everyone will coexist peacefully. They fought 
for the independence of the country for this purpose 
and then they were able to liberate the country but we 
lost them before they reached their destination. They 
are not with us today but we know the history of their 
struggle about their dreams. It is the responsibility of 
those of us who know this history to inform those 
who do not know it. To convey the correct history to 
the new generation. Above all, to realize the 
cherished dream of these two great leaders, especially 
to build a world where there will be no conflict and 
will prevail equal rights for all people.
He announced the end of the webinar by thanking all 
the esteemed speakers and listeners present at the 
webinar.

On January 23, (2021), Nirmul Committee observed 
125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, a pioneer leader of the freedom struggle against 
British colonial rule in the South Asian subcontinent. 
This legendary leader of the subcontinent's philosophy 
of secularism, nationalism and socialism and his 
armed tactics and tactics for independence especially 
inspired Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the 
father of the nation of Bangladesh, which is 
mentioned in his 'Unfinished Autobiography'.
On the occasion of the 125th birth anniversary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and the birth centenary 

of Bangabandhu, the committee organized a webinar 
on January 23 at 3 pm to pay homage to these two 
great leaders of the subcontinent. 
Honorable Minister of Education Dr. Dipu Moni was 
present in the program as chief guest and the program 
was presided over by writer journalist Shahriar Kabir, 
President of Nirmul Committee. Honorable 
Ambassador of India to Bangladesh Vikram Kumar 
Doraiswamy was present as special guest.
The discussion was attended by historians, 
intellectuals and researchers from India and 
Bangladesh, including Professor Mahesh Chandra 

News from the ‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association*
Holocaust Commemoration and countering

genocide denial in Southeast Asia

prepared the people of Bangladesh for the war of 
liberation. I hope that the sacrifices of these two great 
personalities will inspire the younger generation to 
devote themselves to nation building.
"My father and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose were 
classmates," said Professor Mahesh Chandra 
Chattopadhyay, son of Khetresh Chandra 
Chattopadhyay, a former professor at Allahabad 
University and a childhood friend of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. I have heard the time spent by both of 
them from my father and I have also come to know 
about many of their memories and movements 
through the letters sent by Netaji to my father. Those 
letters mention how they formed the Azad Hind Fauj, 
how they led the movement, how they accelerated 
the movement. In a word, everything about Subhash 
Chandra Bose is known in his letters sent to my 
father. There are many notable incidents in the 
letters, the most notable of which is how Subhash 
Chandra Bose, as a student, planned for the liberation 
of Bharat Matrika and prepared himself accordingly. 
In the same way Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman also wanted to create an independent 
sovereign country by liberating East Pakistan from 
his student days and accordingly he made himself. 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman both liked Swami 
Vivekananda and reflected his thoughts and sayings 
in their work. The wonderful leadership qualities of 
both of them were revealed in their student days. 
Many of the characteristics of these two great leaders 
are exactly the same.
Professor Nandalal Chakraborty said, as a 
researcher on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, I will 

try to dispel some of the misconceptions about Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose in the Indian subcontinent. 
One of the most misleading statements made in his 
name is based on a report in The Hindustan Times in 
1948, which said that India should have run a 
dictatorship for at least 20 years after independence. 
I would like to say about this statement, this 
information is completely fabricated and baseless. 
He was a man who believed in socialism and that 
socialism must be a socialist system suitable for 
Indian society. I have spent half my life researching 
him. Neither did I find out if there was any reliable 
information on this statement but I did not find it 
anywhere. Originally it was a conspiracy of the 
English. They misguided the Indian people as a 
leader who believed in Subhash Chandra Bose's 
dictatorship. After extensive research on this 
information, I have proved through my writings on 
the basis of sufficient data that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose did not say this and that the word 
prevalent in his name is completely fabricated.
Professor Maitreyi Sengupta said, Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose was not only a freedom fighter but he 
was a great example of global leadership. He showed 
how to free a nation from the shackles of subjugation, 
how to overcome hundreds of obstacles and fight the 
enemy. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was a big fan 
and admirer of Swami Vivekananda, Rabindranath 
Tagore and Nazrul Islam. He was imprisoned for a 
long time. While in captivity he used to listen to 
Rabindra Sangeet and Nazrul Sangeet. Netaji used to 
read the writings of Swami Vivekananda. The songs 
and lyrics of this trio of great men greatly aroused 
Subhash Chandra Bose. In times of trouble, when he 



To mark the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, 
emphasise its universal 
significance and oppose its 
distortion, the NEVER AGAIN 
Association, together with its 
civil society partners and 
members in Southeast Asia, has 
co-organised a special online 
session on 27th January 2021. 
It brought together Jews, 
Buddhists, Muslims and 
Christians, intellectuals, faith 
leaders, human rights activists, 
educators and students from 
different countries and 
continents, with a special focus 
on the Southeast Asian region.
The online round table featured 
Jeremy Jones, the Director of 
Community and of 
International Affairs of the Australia/Israel & Jewish 
Affairs Council (Australia); Venerable Lablu Barua, 
Wat Phrmarangsi Buddhist Monastery in Bangkok 
(Thailand); Sayana Ser, the translator of ‘The Diary 
of Anne Frank’ in Khmer language, Peace Institute 
(Cambodia); Nickey Diamond, a scholar and human 
rights specialist at Fortify Rights (Myanmar); and 
Prof. Rafal Pankowski of the ‘NEVER AGAIN’ 
Association (Poland). It was moderated by a member 
of ‘NEVER AGAIN’, Natalia Sineaeva, a Holocaust 
scholar and Rotary Peace Fellow alumna 
(Chulalongkorn University Bangkok 2018) and Dr 
Sanjoy Barua Chowdhury of the International 
Buddhist College (IBC) in Thailand.
The participants came from Australia, Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, China, Germany, India, Israel, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Norway, Poland, Singapore, South Korea, 
Thailand, UK, USA, and Vietnam. They discussed 
the legacy of the Holocaust, challenges for its 
commemoration and the possible meaning of its 
commemoration in the region of Southeast Asia in 
relation to the region’s history and experiences of 

genocide and mass atrocities.
The United Nations General 
Assembly designated the 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day or 
International Day of 
Commemoration in memory of 
the victims of the Holocaust in 
2005. The 27th of January 
marks the anniversary of the 
liberation of the Nazi German 
concentration and 
extermination camp 
Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland 
in 1945.
Natalia Sineaeva noted in her 
introductory remarks: - ‘Jews 
and Roma were mainly targeted 
for genocide by Nazi Germany 
during the Second World War, 
but its significance is universal. 

Today, when very few Holocaust survivors are left, 
we need to preserve this memory, and not let it be 
trivialised, banalised, or even worse, distorted and 
denied. How can we use and apply the universal 
lessons of the Holocaust which happened in Europe 
in a non-European context, where the experiences of 
the Second World War were different, for example in 
Southeast Asia? There is often a lack of knowledge 
of Holocaust history, but there are local histories of 
conflicts and instances of genocide, and various 
forms of genocide distortion exist, too.’
The online round table was the first in the series of 
further events to be organised for the project 
‘Identifying and Countering Holocaust Distortion. 
Lessons for Southeast Asia’ implemented by the 
‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association together with its 
partners in the countries of Southeast Asia. The 
project deals with various forms of Holocaust 
distortion and denial spread in the region of 
Southeast Asia, e.g., the usage of Nazi imagery, 
normalisation of the image of Hitler and Nazi 
Germany in popular culture; conspiracy theories 
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scapegoating minorities and blaming the victims 
(including the Jews) for past crimes and historical 
conflicts; the dangerous globalisation of genocide 
denial, including the rise of ‘multi-deniers’ who 
distort both the Nazi crimes and other cases of 
genocide, such as the crimes of the Khmer Rouge or 
anti-Rohingya violence. Importantly, the project 
draws on the regional experiences of the Second 
World War and further instances of genocide in 
Cambodia, Myanmar, and Thailand to inspire critical 
memory discourses and develop capacities to counter 
Holocaust and genocide distortion in the region. It 

has been supported by the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA).
The ‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association is an independent 
anti-racist organization founded in Warsaw in 1996. 
It has campaigned against antisemitism, racism and 
xenophobia, for peace, intercultural dialogue and 
human rights both in Poland and internationally.

Courtesy: The Never Again Association, January 27, 2021
∗  The ‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association is an independent 
organization established in Warsaw in 1996. ‘NEVER 
AGAIN’ is campaigning against racism, antisemitism, and 
xenophobia, both in Poland and internationally.
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longer suggest any groups 
that mention politics or 
other societal subjects.
“We plan to keep civic 
and political groups out 
of recommendations for 
the long term and expand 
this globally,” Zuckerberg 
told investors. “To be 
clear, this is a 
continuation of work 
we've been doing for a 
while to turn down the 
temperature and 
discourage divisive 
conversations and 
communities.”
But Zuckerberg has made 
promises like this before. 
In fact, in October, under 
oath in front of Congress, 
Zuckerberg said 
Facebook had already 
stopped recommending all “political content or social 
issue groups.”
That decision came after Facebook’s own internal 
research found that promoting these groups helps 
steer users toward divisive and extremist content.
But Zuckerberg and Facebook didn’t follow through: 
An investigation by the Markup published last week 
found Facebook continued to recommend political 
groups to its users throughout December.
The investigation “found 12 political groups among 
the top 100 groups recommended to the more than 
1,900 Facebook users in our Citizen Browser project, 
which tracks links and group recommendations 
served to a nationwide panel of Facebook users.”
But Zuckerberg made an even more controversial 
promise during Wednesday’s investor call, indicating 
that hyper-partisan political sites could also be hit by 
Facebook’s move away from political speech.
“We're also currently considering steps we could take 
to reduce the amount of political content in News 
Feed as well,” Zuckerberg said. ”We're still working 
through exactly the best way to do this.”
Zuckerberg didn’t say how Facebook was going to 
do this, but it’s likely to have a major impact on 
right-wing commentators like Ben Shapiro and Dan 

Bongino, who have built massive media empires 
almost entirely based on their Facebook pages.
In the final quarter of 2020, as Trump’s Facebook 
account posted rants about baseless QAnon-inspired 
election fraud conspiracies, and Facebook groups 
across the country planned “Stop the Steal” marches 
and then the Capitol riots, the company just 
continued to earn money in record amounts.
In the three months to the end of December, the 
company earned $10.14 for every one of its 2.8 
billion monthly active users, a record-high total. Its 
profits for the quarter—over $11 billion—were 50% 
higher than the same period in 2019.
That’s because Facebook is extremely good at 
understanding exactly what excites its users, and 
even better at delivering more of that content to them 
so they stay on the platform longer.
And yet, Facebook’s CEO can’t seem to put his 
finger on just why the world seems to be so addicted 
to this type of content. On Wednesday evening, 
without a hint of irony, he told investors, “there has 
been a trend across society that a lot of things have 
become politicized and politics have had a way of 
creeping into everything.”

Courtesy: David Gilbert, VICE, January 28, 2021

“We’re going to focus 
even more on being a 
force for bringing 
people closer 
together,” said the 
CEO of a platform 
where the Capitol 
riots were organized.
Having spent the last 
12 months helping to 
fuel conspiracy 
theories, undermine 
public health, and 
weaken democracy, all 
while pocketing $86 
billion in revenue, 
Facebook’s CEO said on Wednesday night that he 
now just wants his platform to be “fun.”
2020 certainly was a big year for Facebook. It helped 
promote QAnon from a fringe conspiracy movement 
to a mainstream extremist group; it helped 
anti-vaxxers spread misinformation about the 
coronavirus vaccine; it allowed pro-Trump groups to 
try to deter millions of Black Americans from voting; 
it gave Donald Trump a platform to spread election 
fraud disinformation; it helped the “Stop the Steal” 
movement recruit and organize online; and it helped 
incite the Capitol riot — despite Facebook COO 
Sheryl Sandberg’s insistence otherwise.
Despite all that—or maybe because of it—Facebook 
also raked in a record $86 billion in revenue and $32 
billion in profit, the company announced Wednesday 

evening.
But now that he’s 
created or exacerbated 
many of society’s 
problems, and gotten 
rich doing it, Mark 
Zuckerberg wants 
things to change and 
wants Facebook to be 
a place where people 
“just have fun.”
To do that, Zuckerberg 
says he’ll get rid of the 
thing that makes 
Facebook a not-fun 
place to be: politics.

“We’re going to focus even more on being a force for 
bringing people closer together,” Zuckerberg told 
investors on an earnings call Wednesday evening.
He continued: “One of the top pieces of feedback 
that we're hearing from our community right now is 
that people don't want politics and fighting to take 
over their experience on our services.”
For some reason, the Facebook CEO failed to 
mention that the company’s algorithm, and its entire 
business model, incentivizes the type of 
hyper-partisan political content that currently 
dominates the platform.
To transform Facebook from the toxic swamp it is 
today into a magical paradise of bliss, wonder, and 
photos of your second cousin’s third baby, 
Zuckerberg said Facebook’s algorithm would no 

Chattopadhyay, son of Professor Kshetresh Chandra 
Chattopadhyay, a former Professor at Allahabad 
University and a childhood friend of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose, one of the leading witnesses of the 
Mukherjee Commission Professor Nandalal 
Chakraborty, Maitreyi Sengupta, a researcher in the 
Netaji Azad Hind Fauj and a former professor in the 
history department of Sri Shikshayatan College, 
Kolkata; Professor Mohammad Selim, Chairman of 
the History Department of Jagannath University and 
Sajeed Rahman, General Secretary of the Jessore 
Branch of Nirmul Committee.
In his inaugural address, writer Journalist Shahriar 
Kabir paid deep tributes to these two great leaders of 
the subcontinent on the 125th birth anniversary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and the birth centenary 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Shahriar 
Kabir, President of Nirmul Committee, said that the 
unparalleled heroism and self-sacrifice of the 
anti-British freedom fighters of India especially 
inspired the freedom fighters of Bangladesh in '71. 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the father of the nation of 
Bangladesh, in his unfinished autobiography and 
other writings and speeches mentions how he was 
inspired by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, the great 
leader of the freedom struggle for a united India and 
the revolutionaries of the Fire Age like Surya Sen, 
Pritilata, Bagha Jatin. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's 
political philosophy was democracy, socialism, 
secularism and nationalism. Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman also believed in the same philosophy, 
which was reflected in the constitutions of the two 
fraternal states. In his historic speech on January 10 
(1972), Bangabandhu said that the similarities between 
the policies and ideals of the two countries are for 
world peace. The whole world today is plagued by 
war, terrorism and conflict in the name of religion, 
caste and nationality. In 1971, Pakistan's military junta 
killed 3 million unarmed innocent people in the war of 
liberation of Bangladesh in the name of defending 
Islam and Pakistan. Although Bangladesh has taken 
steps to bring the perpetrators of the 1971 genocide to 
justice, Pakistan has so far denied responsibility for the 
genocide. We hope that India will co-operate with us 
in the golden jubilee of independence as it did during 
the liberation war of '71.
International recognition of our genocide will pave 
the way for genocide to be brought to justice and 

discourage future genocide. Due to the failure of the 
Pakistani military junta to be prosecuted for the 
genocide of '71, ethnic cleansing and genocide 
against Baloch, Sindhi and Pashtun nationalities 
continues in the country.
Hon'ble Minister of Education Dr. Dipu moni 
said, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman were among 
the great people who fought for human liberation in 
the subcontinent. Netaji chose the path of armed 
revolution to liberate the people of India from the 
clutches of colonial rule and exploitation, similarly 
Bangabandhu called for armed people's war to 
liberate the Bengali nation from the clutches of Benia 
and the invading Pakistani rulers. Bangabandhu has 
spoken of Netaji at least three times in his book 
'Unfinished Autobiography'. That is, Bangabandhu 
was inspired by Netaji at a young age. In India's 
freedom struggle, Mahatma Gandhi believed in the 
non-violent non-cooperation movement, and Netaji 
chose the path of armed struggle. Bangabandhu 
successfully combined the two streams of Mahatma 
Gandhi and Netaji to make Bangladesh independent. 
The sacrifices and self-sacrifice of Netaji and 
Bangabandhu for the people cannot be concluded 
through a discussion. Inspired by the lives and ideals 
of these two great leaders, we must move forward. 
The path to human liberation needs to be widened.
Hon'ble Ambassador of India to Bangladesh 
Vikram Kumar Doraiswamy said, "You give me 
blood, I will give you freedom." Inspired by this 
mantra, he reorganized the Azad Hind Fauj in 
collaboration with the Japanese and later led it. The 
soldiers of this force were mainly Indian prisoners of 
war and laborers working in British Malay, Singapore 
and other parts of South Asia. With the financial, 
political, diplomatic and military support of Japan, he 
established the exiled Azad Hind government and led 
the Azad Hind Fauj to wage war against the British 
Allies in Myanmar. The undeniable charisma of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the firmness of their 
personalities have inspired Indians and Bangladeshis 
for centuries. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
organized the Azad Hind Fauj and made heroic 
efforts to liberate Bharatmata which was also 
important in India's freedom struggle. Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's speech on March-7 

broke down in danger, their words and songs would 
inspire him to start anew.
Mamtaz Latif, Granddaughter of Lokman Khan 
Sherwani, one of the commanders of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose's Azad Hind Fauj, said, "Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose was a non-secterian leader. 
From that context, I am saying that it was because of 
him that the marriage between my 
Muslim grandparents and the 
traditional religious grandmother 
took place. It is to be noted that most 
of the soldiers-commanders of the 
Azad Hind Fauj were Muslims. This 
is one of the reasons why he always 
wanted people of all religions and 
castes in India to join his movement 
and make India independent. When 
my grandparents used to tell stories 
about Netaji, I used to forget how a 
man can endure so much suffering 
for his country! When Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
fought with the Azad Hind Fauj to liberate this united 
India, building the Azad Hind Fauj in a greater form, 
none of them imagined that India was going to be 
divided. It is a matter of great regret that India finally 
became independent but it divided the hearts of the 
people of India. Netaji did not fight for such an India. 
No soldier-commander of the Azad Hind Fauj has 
fought for this India.
Professor Mohammad Selim, Chairman, 
Department of History, Jagannath University, 
said, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman were both 
great heroes. Just as Netaji was the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Azad Hind Fauj, so 
Bangabandhu was the main hero of the great 
liberation war of Bangladesh. The age difference 
between Netaji and Bangabandhu is 23 years or 
almost a generation but the places of ideological and 
ideological similarity between Netaji and 
Bangabandhu are the same. Surprisingly, Netaji's 
political career began with the Congress and 
Bangabandhu's political chapter began with the 
Muslim League, but the two great leaders had no 
ideological differences because their only goal was to 
liberate the country through self-sacrifice, regardless 
of age or political affiliation. Because both Netaji 
and Bangabandhu did not reflect the ideology of the 

political party from which they were initiated. 
Bangabandhu included all the basic issues including 
socialism and secularism of Netaji in the constitution 
of the newly independent country.
Journalist Sajeed Rahman, General Secretary of 
the Jessore branch of Nirmul Committee, said, 
Bengal is the pilgrimage place of the anti-British 

movement in India. There are 
thousands of signs of anti-British 
movement scattered all over Bengal. 
These places were once footed by 
soldiers and comrades of the 
anti-British movement. Many big 
anti-British leaders including Netaji 
made their home in Bangladesh 
especially in Jessore. Netaji came to 
Jessore at one stage of the 
anti-British movement and stayed 
there for a long time. From here he 
accomplished many important tasks 

of the movement. Today, the places where his 
memory is entangled are being neglected.
Kazi Mukul, General Secretary of Ekattorer 
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee, said that the time 
and the field of struggle of these two great leaders 
were different from Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose to 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman but the 
objective was same. To free the country from the 
shackles of subjugation. They not only wanted to 
liberate the country from the enemy but also to build 
a peaceful world free from violence and hatred. That 
there will be no division between people of all 
languages, ethnic groups, religions and castes in the 
world. Everyone will coexist peacefully. They fought 
for the independence of the country for this purpose 
and then they were able to liberate the country but we 
lost them before they reached their destination. They 
are not with us today but we know the history of their 
struggle about their dreams. It is the responsibility of 
those of us who know this history to inform those 
who do not know it. To convey the correct history to 
the new generation. Above all, to realize the 
cherished dream of these two great leaders, especially 
to build a world where there will be no conflict and 
will prevail equal rights for all people.
He announced the end of the webinar by thanking all 
the esteemed speakers and listeners present at the 
webinar.

On January 23, (2021), Nirmul Committee observed 
125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, a pioneer leader of the freedom struggle against 
British colonial rule in the South Asian subcontinent. 
This legendary leader of the subcontinent's philosophy 
of secularism, nationalism and socialism and his 
armed tactics and tactics for independence especially 
inspired Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the 
father of the nation of Bangladesh, which is 
mentioned in his 'Unfinished Autobiography'.
On the occasion of the 125th birth anniversary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and the birth centenary 

of Bangabandhu, the committee organized a webinar 
on January 23 at 3 pm to pay homage to these two 
great leaders of the subcontinent. 
Honorable Minister of Education Dr. Dipu Moni was 
present in the program as chief guest and the program 
was presided over by writer journalist Shahriar Kabir, 
President of Nirmul Committee. Honorable 
Ambassador of India to Bangladesh Vikram Kumar 
Doraiswamy was present as special guest.
The discussion was attended by historians, 
intellectuals and researchers from India and 
Bangladesh, including Professor Mahesh Chandra 

Facebook Made $32 Billion Wrecking Democracy in 2020

President Donald Trump shared a photo on Facebook of a meeting with 
Mark Zuckerberg on September 19, 2019  Courtesy: Donald Trump/Facebook

prepared the people of Bangladesh for the war of 
liberation. I hope that the sacrifices of these two great 
personalities will inspire the younger generation to 
devote themselves to nation building.
"My father and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose were 
classmates," said Professor Mahesh Chandra 
Chattopadhyay, son of Khetresh Chandra 
Chattopadhyay, a former professor at Allahabad 
University and a childhood friend of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. I have heard the time spent by both of 
them from my father and I have also come to know 
about many of their memories and movements 
through the letters sent by Netaji to my father. Those 
letters mention how they formed the Azad Hind Fauj, 
how they led the movement, how they accelerated 
the movement. In a word, everything about Subhash 
Chandra Bose is known in his letters sent to my 
father. There are many notable incidents in the 
letters, the most notable of which is how Subhash 
Chandra Bose, as a student, planned for the liberation 
of Bharat Matrika and prepared himself accordingly. 
In the same way Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman also wanted to create an independent 
sovereign country by liberating East Pakistan from 
his student days and accordingly he made himself. 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman both liked Swami 
Vivekananda and reflected his thoughts and sayings 
in their work. The wonderful leadership qualities of 
both of them were revealed in their student days. 
Many of the characteristics of these two great leaders 
are exactly the same.
Professor Nandalal Chakraborty said, as a 
researcher on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, I will 

try to dispel some of the misconceptions about Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose in the Indian subcontinent. 
One of the most misleading statements made in his 
name is based on a report in The Hindustan Times in 
1948, which said that India should have run a 
dictatorship for at least 20 years after independence. 
I would like to say about this statement, this 
information is completely fabricated and baseless. 
He was a man who believed in socialism and that 
socialism must be a socialist system suitable for 
Indian society. I have spent half my life researching 
him. Neither did I find out if there was any reliable 
information on this statement but I did not find it 
anywhere. Originally it was a conspiracy of the 
English. They misguided the Indian people as a 
leader who believed in Subhash Chandra Bose's 
dictatorship. After extensive research on this 
information, I have proved through my writings on 
the basis of sufficient data that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose did not say this and that the word 
prevalent in his name is completely fabricated.
Professor Maitreyi Sengupta said, Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose was not only a freedom fighter but he 
was a great example of global leadership. He showed 
how to free a nation from the shackles of subjugation, 
how to overcome hundreds of obstacles and fight the 
enemy. Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was a big fan 
and admirer of Swami Vivekananda, Rabindranath 
Tagore and Nazrul Islam. He was imprisoned for a 
long time. While in captivity he used to listen to 
Rabindra Sangeet and Nazrul Sangeet. Netaji used to 
read the writings of Swami Vivekananda. The songs 
and lyrics of this trio of great men greatly aroused 
Subhash Chandra Bose. In times of trouble, when he 


